HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH
April 2017

Comfortable Words



Apr. 10: Palm Sunday



+ Stations of the Cross, Noon

+ Services, 8:30 am and 10:30 am


+ Good Friday Service - 7th Word, 3 pm

Apr. 13: Maundy Thursday
+ Foot washing, 6 pm, Parish House
+ Service, 7 pm, church nave


Apr. 14: Good Friday



Apr. 15: Holy Saturday
+ Service, 10:30 am

Apr. 16: Easter Sunday
+ All Parish breakfast, 9:30 am
+ Easter service, 10:30 am
+ Easter Egg Hunt, following service
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Serving the Angleton community since 1897, we are called
to be a loving refuge in Jesus Christ, welcoming and serving all.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
Breakfast & Bible Study
Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Sunday School

Infant and Toddler care is provided in the Nursery
from 8:15 AM until the 10:30 am. Service ends.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: 979-849-1269
Parish Fax: 979-849-4361
Email: info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address: www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School: 979-849-4602
Extended Day: 979-849-1672
Diocesan Center: 1-800-318-4452
or www.epicenter.org
Fr. Travis: 979-849-1260 or 254-644-4268

OFFICE HOURS
Church Office:
Monday, 10 AM to 5 PM (volunteers only, no priests)
Tuesday - Friday, 10 AM to 5 PM

Church School Office:

Apr. 1, Parish Work Day! 8:00 a.m.
Weekly in April, Wednesday mornings: JAVA JIVE,
10 a.m. in Parish House.
Apr. 5, 12, 19, The Last Seven Words of Christ.
Apr. 8, DOK Palm Cross project, 10:00 a.m.,
Parish Hall
Apr. 9, Junior DOK meet, Noon.
Apr. 10-16, Holy Week & Easter Services. See
newsletter front cover for dates and times.
Apr. 20, Texas Music Eucharist, 7:00 p.m.
Apr. 24, Evening DOK, 7 p.m.
Apr. 26, Daytime DOK, 10 am
Apr. 26, New Wednesday Night Series - BCP
Tutorial, following 6 p.m. dinner.
Apr. 27, Eucharist at Night’s Fall, 7:00 p.m.
Apr. 29, HCES Spring Carnival Fundraiser,
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 30, DOK Discernment meeting, (15 min.

Apr. 1, Mark Eby
Apr. 3, Tom Thomas
Apr. 4, Andrew Smith
Apr. 9, Yvonne Warner
Apr. 9, Walt Kilgus
Apr. 16, Kevin Cole
Apr. 17, Alexis Peck, Patty Sword
Apr. 20, David Shackelford, Shea Lynn Funk
Apr. 25, Sally Shackelford Wooley, Hayden Blice
Apr. 28, Neil Thomas
Apr. 29, Michaela McCoy Bratsch

Monday – Friday, 8 AM to 3 PM

CHURCH STAFF
Rector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Rev. Travis Smith
Head of School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Standlee
Parish Administrator/Theologian . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . The Rev. Preston Weatherly
Minister of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rodney Mason
Children’s Ministry Director . . . . . . . . . . Kelsey Payne

Apr. 4, Greg & Lori Hawkins
Apr. 10, Jerry & Annabelle Powell
Apr. 12, Mark & Becky Hlavaty
Apr. 18, Walt & Dianne Kilgus
Apr. 20, Eric & Maureen Herbst

A Master Plan for Holy Comforter . . .
Responsibly envisioning about the future
I would like to share with you the plans that your leadership
team has been making on behalf of Holy Comforter. A
thumbnail sketch can be found on Page 5 following this letter. This letter is a window into the prayer, vision, discernment, and mission that have gone into these plans.

leadership has deemed capital
campaign worthy.
Current projects

Until we have the
funds and plans in place to
begin the significant renovaThe vestry and I, through careful assessment and distions listed above, we are choosing to focus on smaller procernment of the vision for Holy Comforter’s mission and the jects that we can accomplish with the resources currently
resources available to us, have devised a master plan for
available. These include expanding our parking lot, improveHoly Comforter’s campus and mission. To be good stewards ments to our sanctuary (the area between the communion
of God’s blessings to us, we must balance the budget before rail and the walls), and sprucing up the grounds around the
we ever start planning for anything else. The previous two
church (as much as we can do). I want to take this opporpledge drives certainly offer hope that we will have a fully
tunity to share our plans for these.
balanced budget sooner than later. With this in mind, we are
We began by purchasing the old house across the
planning for the future when we will be able to move ahead street which we had demolished. We then addressed the
on these projects.
tree and shrubs on the same property. While we had the
Some may ask, “Why we cannot simply do a little at
a time?” Good question. Some things we can do now and
others require an investment that we cannot make at this
time. The major renovations listed in the capital campaign
project impact multiple areas. To complete this requires a
comprehensive construction and financial plan. That said,
certain landscaping projects can be implemented sooner
rather than later. Safety and structural issues that must be
fixed have been addressed, such as the falling bell tower,
the roofs, and the windows. We have begun some improvements to the Nave as well.

tree trimmer with us, we asked him to manicure all of our
trees on the property to save money (they were due for a
little manicuring anyway). The next phase was to collect bids
from contractors to build the parking lot for us. In doing this,
it became clear that we needed to do our due diligence and
have an engineer to draw up plans for the parking lot (plans
which have saved a little money). When Mr. Stroud has finished the engineering plans, we will proceed with picking the
right contractor for our needs.

Our responsibility now is to plan for a capital campaign which will enable the renovations that are needed.
What is not possible is starting projects that force us into
other costly improvements that we are not prepared for financially at this time. These would include remodeling the
restrooms, remodeling the nursery, fixing the floor/carpeting
in the Nave, and refinishing the pews. This would also include the HVAC system throughout the church building, the
electrical systems, and the plumbing. It is this list which the

plants such as papyrus, reeds (think Red Sea), mustard
plants, and fruit trees in a tactile garden especially for our
Holy Comforter children. We are also working with the idea
of a rose garden planned with a Garden of Eden theme. We
want things to bloom as much as possible, and we want
everyone to be wowed when they drive by or walk through
our grounds.

Through careful planning, we hope to gain twenty or
more parking spaces with the primary parking lot, as well as
While we have fixed the wood floor in the Nave,
a couple more handicapped spaces that will be more userreplaced the roofs of all our buildings, replaced the windows friendly. The added spaces will be used for not only Sunday
in the main church, replaced a number of the A/C units and morning purposes, but will also benefit the Farmer’s Market
stabilized the bell tower, there is much more revitalizing to
and the day-school.
do. The building, consecrated in 1955, is in need of further
With the demise of the old tree in the front courtimprovements such as plumbing, electric, HVAC and a num- yard, the work to develop a full property landscaping plan
ber of aesthetic enhancements including our restrooms and has gone into high gear. I know it looks rough now, but
our nursery. While a capital campaign is the ultimate soluplease know David Shackelford, Sciobhan Short, myself and
tion in the coming years, we have a good deal of planning to others are in the midst of planning something creative and
do first.
attractive. We will be able to see, touch, and smell Biblical

Continued on Page 4

Continued from Page 3
The sale of the old rental house to the Massingills
has given us the funds to accomplish the parking lot and
the desired landscaping, which is being accomplished with
the help of George and David Shackelford. While I cannot
give a completion date at this time, we are continually moving forward with this plan.
With planning and patience, we know these improvements will be accomplished, one step at a time. Ultimately, the front courtyard and the land around the Parish
House will be addressed in their own way. We even have
dreams of a columbarium (a room, building, or wall with
niches where funeral urns can be permanently stored)
somewhere on the church grounds.

We have waded through the city requirements, nurturing
wonderful relationships with lovely people from City Hall,
and we are currently swimming through more paperwork
related to non-profit status. In all of it, we thank God because, by the waiting, He has made the dream and the idea
better. The Market is being led by exceptional leadership
guided by their deep respect for the mission and reverence
for the story God is writing on our behalf. What started with
a small idea has now grown bigger than this parish can
handle on its own; the Farmer’s Market has already become an ecumenical success and venture. Thanks be to
God!

From the Peach Street Market, Peach Street Ministries was born in hopes of making our foot print even more
While nothing is certain until it is approved and
completed, I share all this so that you know things are hap- substantial. Peach Street Ministries will be the ‘right arm’ of
the Market. With the Peach Street Ministries, Holy Comfortpening. What I ask, on behalf of the leadership and those
doing their best to accomplish these goals, is your patience. er will be able to partner with others and serve the needs of
If you feel led to be involved in these improvements, please Angleton and Brazoria County in ways not possible currently. In recent weeks, the Peach Street Ministries has exlet me know.
plored ideas the Spirit may be guiding, including partnering
Moving to the beautification of our worship area, a with Judge Terri Holder and her lovely work with the Veternew altar has been in the works for many months. I am
an’s Court.
happy to report that the altar is close to completion. Larry,
With both the Peach Street Farmer’s Market and
the altar artist, is meticulous and caring. He will not give us
the Peach Street Ministries, much thought and slow deliberanything less than his best, so a firm date for the debut of
the altar is not available at this time. I can tell you, even in ation has been given so that what will be done by God in
its unfinished form, the altar is lovely. I can also report that our implementation is something we can all enjoy and be
proud of. Yet even with all the planning, we leave room for
we had enough wood left from the original pecan tree to
allow a new back shelf to be made, called a re-table. With the Spirit to move and to guide. As ideas are guided by the
Spirit, plans are made and developed, with greater level of
this re-table, we will be able to place the altar candles bedetail as our understanding of the project increases. And
hind the altar again. Our very own master cabinet builder,
we are always seeking guidance and provision from the
Fred Vingless is busy building more paneling for the wall
behind the altar, which will serve to enhance the altar when Almighty. We continue to trust in God’s timing and in His
it is in place. These are the projects that we are able to ac- plan for us.
complish and the projects that will only serve to encourage
Please know that there is earnest intentionality and
us as we gear up for the capital campaign when that time
a goodly amount of attention being given to this special parish and its bright future. Should anyone desire further disarrives (again, years from now).
cussion, I would be happy to talk further.
Driven by Mission and Ministries
Finally, I want you be aware that our mission, which
is to share Jesus Christ to Angleton and to the world around
us, is crucial to our master plan. In other words, we do not
take care of our buildings and grounds just for the sake of
having a pretty church and property; it all has a greater purpose. This purpose is for what the Eucharist demands,
which is to share Jesus in substantial and meaningful ways.
The Peach Street Farmer’s Market is one way we have
chosen to minister to Angleton and the surrounding area.

-- Travis

Holy Comforter Financial Report
General Fund

Feb., 2017

YTD

Tithes & Offerings

$ 26,571

$ 76,549

Expenses and Outreach

$ 22,700

$ 55,064

Summary
of Holy Comforter
Master Plan
Recently completed projects









Refinished the wood floor in the Nave
Replaced the roofs of all the campus buildings
Replaced the windows in the main church
Replaced several of the A/C units
Stabilized the bell tower
Removed dead tree from front courtyard
Trimmed all property trees
Purchased and demolished old house across the
street

Ongoing projects









Construction and installation of custom-made
pecan wood altar
Replacement of paneling on wall behind altar,
with installation of a re-table
Construction of parking lot on land across the
street from Sanctuary with handicapped parking
and 20 new spaces
Landscaping projects: Biblical Children’s garden,
Rose Garden, parking lot landscaping, improvements to front courtyard and area surrounding
Parish House
Refinish the bell
Peach Street Farmer’s Market and Peach Street
Ministries

Future Capital Campaign Projects









Remodel restrooms
Remodel nursery
Fix/replace floor and carpeting in the Nave
Refinish or replace pews
Update the electrical systems
Update the plumbing systems
Upgrade the HVAC systems throughout the
church
Plan for possible columbarium

The Peach Street Farmers Market kicks off Sat. May 13, 8
a.m. to noon and every Saturday thereafter. A variety of fresh
seasonal vegetables, fruit, local honey, fresh eggs and more
will be available. The market will be located right here on the
church grounds!
Leading the Market each Saturday will Ellen Eby as Market
Director who is supported by numerous volunteers and a
board of directors including: Tracie Copeland, President;
Aaron Raiff, Vice President; Terri Kiefer, Treasurer; Paul
Eby and James Northrup, share the role of Secretary. And,
of course, we believe all of us are guided by the Holy Spirit to
be a healthy offering to this lovely town. For this we are most
humbled.
We need lots of passionate volunteers to make the Market a
huge success it promises to be!
If you feel called to help please call Ellen at 979-215-3091 or
email us at elleneby@att.net. Also find us on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/PeachSt.Market/.

The Chart sign up moved to October…
The past couple of years we have held The Chart sign up
during our annual Pentecost Picnic. The hope was that
the summer would serve as a time when the newly
formed groups could plan for the rest of the year. However, the good folks of Holy Comforter simply prefer to
rest and rejuvenate for the summer, and would rather
begin anew in the fall. This I completely understand.
Therefore, to maintain momentum for the new year
of Chart roles, we will move the Chart sign-ups to October,
which is our traditional month for renewal. This is the
time for Vestry elections, Endowment Board elections,
Diocesan Council Representatives and, of course, our
parish pledge drive.
And since we plan for the next year in October already, it
makes sense that we move The Chart sign-up to October as
well. All servants will keep their current roles until the
end of October with this new plan.
Please start considering your place on the new Chart for
2018, rest during the summer, and prepare for renewal in
the fall.

Wednesday Evening

Are you Called?
An invitation learn more about The Order
of the Daughters of the King.

After dinner at 6 p.m., Father Preston will lead our study on:
 Apr. 5: Christ’s Last Words
from the Cross. “I thirst.”
 Apr. 12: “It is finished.”
 Apr. 19: “Into your hand I
commend my spirit.”

A commitment to 12 meetings and
some homework will help you discern this call to Daughters of the
King, a lay Order for women. Fulfilling the promises of our
Baptismal Covenant through adoption of a Rule of Life, and at Confirmation we promise to pray, work
and give for the spread of Christ’s
Kingdom. Through membership in
our Order, women and girls are living a Rule of Prayer and Service to
our neighbors. We find a safe place
in a busy world where we can be
together and support each other in
Christ’s love. *Any inactive member wishing to discern continued call

New series -- BCP (Book of
Common Prayer) Tutorial
begins Apr. 26!

Mark Your Calendars!

welcome.
Starting April 30, 15 minutes after
the 10:30 service in the Parish
House, for 3 Sunday’s a month (May
- August) we will meet and discuss
our Baptismal Covenant and the 12
step Study Guide.
The installation into the Order, and
receiving of crosses will be September 17th at the 10:30 Service.
For the Months of April until this
Discernment process is over please
feel welcome to come to meetings,
Morning at 10am on the 4thWednesday and Evening at 7pm on the 4thMonday.

We’re not fooling around. It’s no joke.

In preparation for Easter, our Junior Warden, Sciobhan Short, is asking everyone to come out on Saturday, April 1, beginning around 8 a.m. and help spiff
up the grounds and buildings for all the folks we expect to visit us on Easter.

Holy Comforter Worship Leaders Schedule For April
Date

Liturgical Day

Apr 2

5th Sunday
in Lent

Donna
Lewis

Suzanne Smith
Ray Eby

Paul Eby

Mogfords

William
Alyssa

*John Anderson
Bruce T-H

Apr 9

Palm Sunday

Donna
Trusty

Suzanne Smith
Eric Herbst

Leroy Rankin

Brooks Short
Ellen Eby

Aubrey
Josh

*Walt Kilgus
Donna Trusty

Apr 13

MaundyThursday,
7 pm

Suzanne Smith
Cy Parks

Ray Eby

Briscoes

Apr 14

Stations of the
Cross (Noon)

Apr 14

Good Friday
Service (3 pm)

Apr 15

Holy Saturday
(10:30 am)

Apr 16

Easter Day
(10:30 am only)
2nd Sunday
After Easter

Apr 23
Apr 30

Easter 3

8:30 am
LEM

10:30 am
LEM

Walt Kilgus

10:30 am
Lector/Reader

Usher/
Greeter

Acolyte

*VPOD/
Bursars

SS Teacher/
Door person (DP)

Frs. Preston
& Travis
Frs. Preston
& Travis

Paul Eby
Suzanne Smith

Neil Thomas

Marins

*Robert Munro
Sciobhan Short

Su Zan
Carpenter

Ben T-H

Kerry Payne

Ronnie White
Eric Herbst

Alyssa
Aubrey

*Donna Trusty
John Anderson

*Deborah Northrup
Ellen Eby

Virginia
Tippen

Alyssa Fields

Ray Eby

Northrups

Josh
Henry

*James Northrup
Mike Hattaway

*Kelsey Payne
Ray Marin

Y OU

Friday, May 19,
2017
Episcopal Night at the Ballpark is scheduled on
May 19 this year against the Cleveland Indians.
It is the weekend before the final week of school.
I am seeking feedback on whether people will be
able to attend at that time.
Another option would be to plan our own HCEC
trip to the ballpark later in the summer but there
would be no hot dogs and such beforehand at the
Cathedral.
Please let me know if you would like to attend
and whether that date works for you.
Thanks. Donna Trusty, 225-223-2003 (mobile).

ARE INVITED
TO THE ECW S PRING
C ONVOCATIONAL
S PIRITUAL G ROWTH
L UNCHEON !

Saturday, April 29, 2017 from 11:30 to 1:30

St. Christopher Episcopal Church
2508 St. Christopher Ave. – Buckner Hall
League City, TX 77573
Keynote Speaker: The Rev. Liz Parker, Associate
Rector Palmer Memorial, Houston
HEALTH AND WELLNESS
IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
FOR FOOD PLANNING PURPOSES KINDLY RSVP
BY APRIL 21, 2017 VIA EMAIL:
convo.galv.sowest@gmail.com or via phone: 832-279-5787.

"LET'S GO FISHING!" AT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 19-22, Monday through Thursday, from 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM.
We will be learning about stories in the Bible that involve fish or fishing. The lessons that we will
cover include: Monday: Creation, Tuesday: Jonah, Wednesday: Fishers of Men, and Thursday:
John 21.
As always, VBS will be a week full of stories, crafts, games, theme related
snacks, and lots of learning and fun! We
will need a lot of help from adults during
the week of VBS. Please put the dates
on your calendar and make plans to participate now. VBS is such a wonderful,
fulfilling way to minister to the children
in our community, you won't want to miss
it. Please contact me if you are available
to help. Thank you!
Kelsey Payne
Director of Children's Ministries
Kpayne@angletonisd.net
832-967-7372

EASTER AT HOLY COMFORTER
Buffet Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in Parish Hall.
One Combined Eucharist Service at 10:30 a.m.
Remember to bring your
spring blooms for the
Flowering of the Cross!

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for all
children following the 10:30 a.m. Easter
service. Children should bring their baskets with them to church, but we will have
a few for kids to borrow if needed.
We are also in need donations of plastic
eggs already stuffed with candy and/or
small toys or stickers. Contact Kelsey
Payne for drop off location.

