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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Children’s Christian Ed.

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow with
us through worship, prayer,
fellowship, and service at
Holy Comforter, a Christcentered family Church.”
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Palm Sunday, April 5, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Liturgy of the Palms
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7 p.m.
Service of Holy Eucharist
Foot Washing
Stripping of the Altar
Prayer Vigil until 10 p.m.

Good Friday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Solemn Service & Stations of the Cross
Easter Sunday Celebration, April 12
Holy Comforter Community Breakfast,
9:00 a.m.
One Service of Holy Eucharist,
10:30 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt, Noon
1

Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
If you’ve driven south on Chenango lately, you’ve noticed that our new property has been cleared
of buildings; no more burned out house to look at! We look forward to connecting the fence so
that our day school children can have a safe play yard until we decide upon a more permanent use
for that property. Abundant thanks to James Northrup, whose diligent work has made possible the
purchase, clean up, and clearing of the new property!
And speaking of property, our prayer garden is really coming into its own this spring! The extra
color, courtesy of David and Ginny Shackelford, along with our lovely permanent plants, truly
makes our garden a haven of peace and beauty. Clearly, we’re not the only ones who love it:
Keep Angleton Beautiful has designated HC as their Business of the Month! Congratulations
to us!
Our property is not the only thing undergoing change! Programming is continually being evaluated
and revised to best fulfill the work of the church. As a result of this evaluation, several exciting
changes are in the works!
1) Adult Sunday School (9:30 a.m.) is going on hiatus. Look for its return in the fall
with a new name and a new focus!
2) Children’s Christian Education will get a new fall look, too! Under the direction of
Cherie Burns, Deborah Northrup, and Linda Peck, Holy Comforter will reintroduce Godly Play, a
wonderful and formative curriculum to engage our children with Scripture and Liturgy. You’ll be
hearing much more about Godly Play as its commencement approaches.
3) VBS!! We are trying something different and novel! Instead of a week long
Vacation Bible School, we happily introduce Vacation Bible Saturdays! On five Saturdays this
summer, we’ll invite the children of our community to share Bible School fun in a relaxed learning
environment that will keep all the Bible School components: a fun theme; Bible stories; crafts;
snacks; and games! Watch for details, and as always, get ready to help!
Finally, a HUGE thank you to Bob Stawarczik for reinitiating the Lenten Friday Fish Frys! The
numbers are not yet final, but we know a goodly chunk of money has been added to our kitchen
remodel fund, not to mention that we had some good fun and great fish! Thanks to Bob and his
terrific Cooking Crew!

Carol
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Spotlight on
Parish Personalities
By Shelley McCoy
Ray and I started attending HC in the spring of 2004, so we have been here five years.
We came with our family friends: Bobby, Brandi, Riley and Croft Stevens and Johnny and Cindy
Stevens. We did not have a church home, and we visited with them several times. That summer I
helped Brandi with VBS. In the fall Ray helped Bobby with the BBQ at the Fall Festival, and I helped
Brandi with the silent auction. We had suffered two tragic losses in our family: the loss of my 21
year old son, Neil, in November of 2000, and the loss of my two daughters’ father in March of 2004,
and finding HC has been such a blessing. We immediately got involved and felt at home. We fell in
love with the church and the church family, and things have just grown since then.
I have helped with VBS every year since that first summer of 2004. I have worked crafts
with the pre-school class. Ray and I have been serving as ushers for several years. We serve as
coffee hosts several times a year. We both have continued to help with the Fall Festival each year.
This is my third year on the vestry and my second year as Senior Warden.
I am a legal secretary, and I work for Stevens & Rau. I have worked there since January
of 1989, and prior to that, I worked for Brazoria County Abstract Company, which was owned by the
Stevens family at that time. I started work for BCAC in March of 1983, and I was asked to move up to
S&R in January of 1989, to work for Jim Stevens as his secretary. Jim is now retired, and I work for
George Rau. I love my job and the people with whom I work. I can thank the Stevens family for both
my church and my job!
I don’t have a great deal of spare time, but I think most of you know that I love to cook
and bake. I like to work in the yard when I have time and weather permits. I have always been
involved in some type of volunteer work. I think it is important to give back to the community in
which you live. When my kids were young, I was involved in PTO, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts. I
coached soccer for many years. I have been on the City of Angleton’s Parks Board since 1993. I
have been involved with the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, raising money for the fight
against cancer, since 2006. But I would say that most of all, I like to spend my spare time doing
things with my husband and my family and friends.
Although, I was not born in Angleton, I consider Angleton my hometown since I have
been here most of my life. I was born in San Angelo, Texas. Both of my parents were raised in that
area. We moved several times. My father worked for Dowell and then the prison system, and we
moved several times until 1966, when he went to work for Dow, and we moved to Angleton. I’ve
been here ever since except for a brief period in my first marriage when I lived in Aurora, Colorado.
As you know I am married to Ray. He is a World History teacher at Angleton High
School. We married in October of 1994. I have two beautiful daughters from my first marriage: Nikki
Hammond Tigner and Jill Hammond. Nikki is a fourth grade teacher at Westside Elementary. She is
married to Williams Tigner, an attorney who works for Robert Rice’s law firm. Jill lives and works in
Pearland. She works at Kelley’s Restaurant, and she is hoping to start some college courses in the
fall. She is not married, but she is in a serious relationship with Mike Erway.
I would like everyone to know how blessed I feel to have found HC and how honored I
feel to be a part of the Holy Comforter Church family. I would like everyone to know how much I
appreciate you and all that you do, and I would like to thank you all for the confidence you have
shown in me. I was very nervous and unsure when I was asked to serve on the vestry and then to
serve as Senior Warden, but with your faith, my faith, and God’s help, I have made it.
NOTE FROM SHELLEY MCCOY: Barbara did such an excellent job answering the interview
questions that I decided she should speak for herself!
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Community Food Pantry
Please remember the needy of our community and give
generously to those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as well
as monetary donations, will be forwarded to the local Food
Pantry by the Church Office.

Vestry Kudos!
The vestry members, Barbara Thomas, Dianne
Kilgus, Barbara Marin, Lori Hawkins, and Chip
Cole. along with Linda Peck,
Treasurer and Mother Carol
attended the Diocesan
Vestry/Wardens conference
on Saturday, February 28th.

Please offer up your prayers for the brave members of the
Armed Forces:
Morrie James Fanto, Zach Fulton, Clayton Hinchman, Joey
Hines, Laura Knapp, Michael May, Cale Reeves, Matthew
Ridenhour, David A. Spoor, Lisa Talley, Hunter Talley,
Bradley Ross Thomas.
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Greg & Lori Hawkins

12

Mark & Becky Hlavaty

18

Walt & Dianne Kilgus

1

Mark Eby

2

Maggie Neal

3

Tom Thomas

9

Yvonne Warner

10

Walt Kilgus

11

Lane Lostak

16

Kevin Cole

20

David Shackelford
Shea Lynn Funk

25

Sally Shackelford

27

Trey Cole

28

Trent Lewis
Joyce Steele

29

Michaela McCoy
Kaysie Hlavaty

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month
If you have the option, use a
toaster oven instead of a
conventional oven, and you'll
consume far less energy.
Tests have shown that a
well-insulated toaster oven,
with plenty of room for air to
circulate around it,
consumes a whopping 50%
less energy. As an added
bonus, using a toaster oven
will keep your kitchen cooler.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the Children’
Children’s Ministry Coordinator…
Coordinator…..
What is Godly Play?
In the fall we will kick off Godly Play as our Sunday School curriculum for children
ages three through fifth grade. What is Godly Play, you might ask? Godly Play is
an approach to Christian ministry that is both innovative and deeply grounded in
our spiritual tradition. Godly Play focuses on the everyday things of the world and
helps the children and teachers to become grounded in those things. It teaches
children and adults to be quiet and deliberate as they work, to rely upon a
gracious God who is real and accessible in all the mystery of life. Godly Play
provides sensory materials and plenty of craft activities to combine and integrate
the two primary gateways to knowing for young children – language and play.
Children learn to respect the things and people they work with and to enjoy each
with care and patience as they build a spiritual way of life. It is not a rote method
of learning but rather a discovery method that engages the whole child – hands,
heart, mind, senses, and intuition. It truly is the best way for children (and adults)
to internalize what is being taught! We hope you will join us as we begin a new
adventure in Children’s Sunday School this fall……..we need all the help we can
get……..won’t you join us?

Cherie Burns
Boy Scout Buzz.....
On March 7th, twenty Scouts and nine adults attended a lock-in at
Space City Rock Climbing in League City, Texas.
The fun lasted from 10:00 PM until 7:00 AM.

**We all mourn the passing of Troop 531 member, Matt Anderson.**
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Lent and Holy Week Events…
Events…
Flowering the Cross
All the earth declares
the glory of God!

Blooming flowers beautifully
speak the resurrection story:
out of death, God brings life! On
Easter Sunday we symbolize new
life by “flowering” the cross, which
is an Easter Sunday tradition
traceable back to the 6th
century. At Holy Comforter, the
children decorate a large wooden
cross (covered in chicken wire)
with bright spring flowers.
On Easter Sunday, please bring
flowers from your yard (or your
neighbor’s!) to help our children
flower the Easter Cross!

Donate an Easter lily in
remembrance of, or in
thanksgiving for, the
ones you love! Forms
will be available in the
bulletins beginning March 22nd or
you can stop by the Church Office.

Believing the
Unbelievable
The cross has become a
piece of jewelry, a beautiful
decoration in a church, a
symbol of faith. It is difficult
for us to pass back through
the centuries of tradition to
see crucifixion as a form of
capital punishment so
horrible that polite people
would not so much as
mention it….if the idea of
crucifixion was abhorrent to
decent people in the
ancient world, imagine the
difficulty of trying to
convince them that a god—
indeed, the God—had
willingly endured such a
punishment.

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys!
Every Friday in Lent the men of Holy
Comforter will serve up fish dinners to eat in
the Parish Hall or to take out. At $7.50 per
ticket, it’s a great meal!

~~~Thomas Schmidt,
A Scandalous Beauty

Thanks, Bob Stawarczik for bringing back this
HC tradition!
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Lent and Holy Week Events…
Events…
The Season of Easter: The Great Fifty Days
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
On Easter Sunday we enter the Easter Season, the white time of year—white for
joy and celebration! The alleluias return, the flowers return, the choir and joyful
music return, and the glorious stories of the Resurrection appear in our liturgies.
The Great Fifty Days begin on Easter Sunday and end with the Day of
Pentecost. The Church has observed this season longer than any other liturgical
season. During this time, the Paschal Candle remains at the altar, reminding us
that Jesus is the Light of the world.
During the Great Fifty Days we will read a portion of the Acts of the Apostles
rather than an Old Testament readings; the Gospel readings will feature Jesus’
post-resurrection appearances to his disciples, from doubting Thomas, to the
people on the road to Emmaus, to the fishermen on the beach, and the story of
the Good Shepherd.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You’re Invited!
The Vestry of Holy Comforter cordially invites you and your
guests to join them at 9:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday for an
Easter celebration breakfast!
Everything is provided by the Vestry; just bring your
appetite and your alleluias!
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Vestry of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church was held on 10
February 2009, The Rev. Carol Petty presiding.
Attending: Barbara Marin, James Northrup, Jerry Powell, Lola Kay Hood, Barbara Thomas, Dianne
Kilgus, and Lori Hawkins, Linda Peck, Treasurer and Jackie Warren, Clerk. Absent: Chip Cole,
Mike Hanson
The Vestry participated in the BCP Prayer in the Early Evening. Mother Carol led us in a short study
and discussion of Psalm 95 and Worship as Mission.
James Northrup will do a review of the Vestry Papers in the March Vestry Meeting.
The Vestry minutes of the January 2009 were approved as presented.
Holy Comforter Episcopal School will hold their annual Spring Picnic on Saturday, April 25, 2009.
James Northrup, Junior Warden, reporting on the newly acquired property, indicated the WORK
DAY is scheduled for 21 February 2009, beginning at 9:30 A.M.
Mother Carol reported Mark Neal will head up a Lay Financial Review committee to review financial
procedures; also serving are Diana Dring and Trey Picard.
The funding for remodeling the kitchen and parish hall was discussed. Funds from the house sale
and the Fish Fry will be a good start.
A large anonymous donation was received, a designated gift to cover clergy housing expenses for
2009. The Vestry voted to open a Money Market Account for Clergy Housing from which to draw the
monthly housing stipend for Mother Carol.
The Financial Report was presented by Linda Peck, Treasurer. Some discussion followed and the
report was accepted as presented.
Faithfully submitted,

Jackie Warren
February 2009
February Total Income
Designated: Kitchen
February Total Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

13,372.59
8,000.00
13,694.61
(312.02)

YTD Pledged Income
YTD Pledged Income Received
Surplus or (Deficit)

20,055.00
26,315.50
6,260.50

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

42,609.59
30,929.56
11,680.03
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Worship Leaders Schedule
April 2009

Note: If you are unable to serve, please contact a
replacement. Thanks and God bless!! --Lisa
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Saturday - April 25
At Angleton Middle School
11:30-3:00
Hamburger Lunch - Games - Raffle
Silent Auction - Live Auction Snack Bar - Fellowship & Fun
This annual fundraiser is a day of
tremendous fellowship and fun for
everyone. It provides funds that
allow the school to keep tuition
affordable while offering our
families the highest quality early
childhood education.
How can you help?? - We are once
again looking for sponsors:
Bronze—$50.00—$99.00
Silver— $100.00 $199.00
Gold— $200.00
Silent Auction Items—An item
donation of your choice.

Hope to See You There!!

HCES Staff & Family participated in the 2nd Annual
B.I.G. Love Fun Run and Walk. BIG Love provides
catered meals, groceries, parking passes, hospital
essentials, and holiday gift baskets and meals to
children with cancer and their families who receive
treatment at Texas Children’s Hospital.
HCES was the school with the most participants and
received the “Fight Childhood Cancer” Trophy to
display at our school until next year.
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Something special is coming this summer,
something fun, something exciting……
exciting……..
……..
just for kids ages three to twelve!
It’
It’s Vacation Bible SATURDAYS!!!
9:30 until Noon
June 6th and 20th
July 11th and 25th
August 8th
Come see what God is doing all around us.
Let’
Let’s stomp through the swamp
this summer and rock the dock!
Stay tuned for more details!

Kudos to Holy Comforter!
We were named the “Beautiful
Business of the Month” by the Keep
Angleton Beautiful commission!
Special thanks go to Frances McDuff,
David Shackelford, and Jackie
Warren for their particular help in
making our grounds beautiful!
Barbara Marin, Senior Warden, and
James Northrup, Junior Warden
accepted a plaque from the
commission at the March 24th
Angleton City Council meeting.

Discovery Day is coming!
Saturday, April 18
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Come discover (or re-discover) everything you always wanted to
know about the Episcopal Church, but were afraid to ask! This
fast-paced intensive class will answer all the questions
you’ve been dying to ask, such as: Why do we bow for the
procession? When should I “cross” myself? What’s King Henry
got to do with anything and who in the heck is Thomas
Cranmer?
Join us for a game of Catechetical Pursuit, a fashion show of
vestments and much, much more! We’ll provide a tasty lunch,
too, so we need to know you’re coming.
We hope that you will join in the fun! Those who complete the
morning will be eligible (but not required) to be confirmed when
Bishop Harrison visits on June 28, 2009.Those who have
already been confirmed are welcomed and encouraged to attend
as well.
Please register by calling the Church Office: 849-1269 or e-mail:
info@holycomforterangleton.org We hope to see you there!
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