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APRIL, 2014
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments
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Maundy Thursday
Holy Eucharist 7 PM
Good Friday

_____________________________________________________________________________________

One Service
12:00 P.M.
Good Friday
Liturgy
with
music and sermon

Easter Sunday
April 20

Easter Breakfast provided by your Vestry – 9:30
Holy Eucharist - Rite II – 10:30
One Service Only

Matthew 28:2-3
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
came down from Heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back
the stone and sat on it. Jesus’ appearance was like lightning,
and His clothes were white as snow.

Parish Particulars

The Reverend Carol Blaine -Interim Rector
Dear Friends at Holy Comforter,
Ever wonder what all the Good Friday fuss was about? Ever wonder what happened on
the cross for your sake? Well, the following story by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson tells about the
crucifixion from the point of view of the thief on the other cross.
The thief thought to himself, “I don’t belong here. I really don’t. Paradise is the last
place I expected to end up after all I’ve done. Let me tell you my story.
I am – I was – an armed robber, I guess you’d call it. Me and Jacob and the others lived
in caves in the Judean hills near the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. We made our living
by violence. We wouldn’t take on people who traveled in big groups for safety, but a
family alone would be an easy mark, as well as anyone fool enough to travel alone. Waving
a huge staff would usually do the trick … threaten them with a beating, and they’d give up
without much of a fight. But I’ve been known to break a few bones in my day, God forgive
me. I don’t think I actually killed anyone, but then I never stayed around long enough to
find out.
The first time I met Jesus was when I went to a party in his honor in Jericho at the
home of a rich tax collector named Zacchaeus. We are introduced, we shake hands, and
Jesus looks me in the eye for a long moment. He can see right into me - who I am, every
crime I had ever committed. Then he smiles this big friendly smile. He says, “You know,
there’s forgiveness for you in my kingdom. How about it?”
I drop my eyes, mutter something under my breath, and shuffle away. The next day I’m
in the crowd, hanging on every word Jesus says. He is talking about his kingdom,
comparing it to a mustard seed, calling it the kingdom of heaven. I wanted so much to go
up to him and take him up on that forgiveness thing, but I just couldn’t bring myself to do
it.
I wish I had. It isn’t much later when me and my friend Jacob – the guy on the third
cross – get picked up by a Roman patrol. The others run off, but they catch us, beat us
silly, drag us into Jerusalem, and throw us in prison. There’s no mercy for the likes of us.
And so it happens that, on that same day they crucify Jesus, they crucify me and Jacob
– one of us on his left, the other on his right. This ain’t no normal crucifixion. Mobs of
people are there just because of Jesus. Self-righteous Pharisees are swaggering and
mocking Jesus: “If you’re some kind of messiah,” one sneers, “Come on down from that
cross. If you’re a savior, save yourself – if you can!”
Jacob begins with the cat-calling, too, if you can imagine that. I yell over at him, “You
miserable jerk, don’t you have any fear of God? Can’t you see that we’re going to die just
like he is? We’re getting exactly what we deserve, but he ain’t done nothing wrong!
Jacob quiets down, and the Pharisees lose interest. But I can’t get Jericho out of my
mind. I can’t forget Jesus’ eyes, his words, his invitation. And so I call over to him, though
it’s getting hard to breathe, and talking makes it that much harder. “Jesus!” I say. He
turns his head towards me. “Jesus, I was there in Jericho. I met you at Zacchaeus’ house.
Remember?”
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He looks at me for a moment and then nods his head just a little. He does remember. “I
never forgot what you said. I wanted to say yes, but just couldn’t. And now look at me –
look at us!”
Jesus is in bad shape – exhausted and in excruciating pain. His back is oozing blood, and
his breathing is labored. He isn’t going to last long. I can see that. But somehow I can see
beyond all that. He was the Messiah, he is the Messiah – no matter what those Pharisees and
Romans have done to him. And when he dies, he will be with God. In a few hours, maybe
less, he will reign in that kingdom he told us about.
I whisper to him, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” His lips are
parched, his words are labored, but I can still hear him pretty well. “Truly I say to you…”
His voice cracks, then is stronger for a moment. “Truly, this very day you will be with me in
Paradise.”
His eyes droop. He is fading quickly now. But I believe him. I do! That’s what gets me
through those next few hours until they break my legs to kill me. I do believe him!”
And then I find myself here in heaven, in Paradise. I sure don’t deserve to be here, but
here I am anyway. I guess that’s what a man like me gets when the King himself grants a
pardon - full forgiveness. Pretty amazing, don’t you think?”
Yes, it is amazing, but even more amazing is Easter morning, when Jesus emerges from
the tomb – full of life, full of promise, full of hope! My prayer is that each of you may share
in the triumphant joy of the risen Christ on April 20th. I’ll see you at 9:30 for the parish
breakfast and at 10:30 for the celebration!
Faithfully in Christ,

Rev. Carol

NetsforLife®: Fighting malaria in Africa through the Church
Episcopal Relief and Development needs our help!
During Lent, we will receive offerings to buy nets to assist in
preventing the spread of malaria in Africa!
Nets are $12 and each net saves three lives!
Malaria is spread by mosquitoes and these nets are
vital to saving many lives.
Our School will be doing “Nickels for Nets”
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

An Informative Easter
Acrostic Poem

Hi!
Everything’s functioning fine.
I awe the leadership, teamwork, and
ministry of the Lenten fish fries.

Search process is “Active.”
Robert Munro and Tom Long request
your presence at the spring work day
(listen to announcements).

Ignatian prayer: one of numerous ways
of praying learned while enjoying
soup and bread during Lent.

Success: the newly painted nave is
beautiful!

Easter breakfast begins @ 9:30 on
April 20.

New Children’s Ministry Director is
Kelsey Payne.

!

Palm Sunday
Our Palm Sunday
celebration begins in
Herbst Hall where we
will receive palms and process into
the Church.
The Palm Sunday liturgy is rich
in Biblical drama and our own
Tom Long will read the Passion
Gospel

Maundy Thursday
This year, Maundy Thursday
will be a service of Holy
Eucharist without the foot
washing service. During this
time of transition, designing
the service simply seems
appropriate until the new
Rector arrives.
The service begins at
7:00 P.M.

Good Friday
Remember that our
Good Friday Service is only at

12 Noon The time when our Lord was
crucified
5

Parish Particulars

April Anniversaries

Newcomer Ministry
When guests arrive at a church
service, statistics show the
majority of them are experiencing
a major life transition (e.g. new
job, new home, death, birth,
marriage, divorce, relocation).

4 Greg & Lori Hawkins
10 Jerry & Annabelle Powell
18 Walt & Dianne Kilgus

How we treat people, who are
often vulnerable, will have a
tremendous impact - good or bad on those who come to us. Our
promises about "seeking and
serving Christ in all persons˝ can
begin at coffee hour.
We can practice being agents of
healing refuge in a broken world
simply by offering gracious
welcome to a stressed-out family
or individual. Our goal is not to
convince someone to be a member
of "our˝ congregation, but rather to
offer the peace of Christ in word
and deed.
REMINDER: Inviting/hosting
someone to our Friday Lenten Fish
Fry or soup and bread at our
Wednesday Night Lenten Study is
also an easy way to introduce our
church fellowship to others.

Coffee Hosts for March
If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
6
13
20
27

Ron & Cindy Briscoe
Daughters of the King
Vestry Breakfast
Neil & Ouida Thomas
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
If you are unable to attend church,
but would like to receive Holy
Eucharist, just contact the church
office at 849-1269 or
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com
or
newcomer@holycomforterangleton.org

One of these Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will be happy to bring
Eucharist to you!
FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby
eeby08@yahoo.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com

Holy Comforter
Rector Search Committee
Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Donna Lewis
Betty Mogford
Riley Mogford
John Minkert
Robert Munro
Kerry Payne
Sciobhan Short
BruceTaylor-Hille
Ouida Thomas

“FIRST PERSON”
PERSON”
BIBLE STUDY
CONTINUES EACH
SUNDAY IN APRIL
Come and experience familiar
Bible stories told from the
perspective of people who
witnessed particular incidents in
Jesus’ life.
JESUS AT THE CENTER OF
MY LIFE AND PRAYER
LENT, 2014
Come share in community the
remaining Wednesdays in Lent (April
2, 9, and 16) as we discuss Prayer,
learn about ways to infuse a Prayer
life that may have become apathetic,
and allow the Spirit to help our
prayers become as incense rising to
Heaven.
Share soup and bread with one another
Everything takes place in the
Parish Hall

Easter Sunday Breakfast
Provided by your Vestry
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Fabulous Fish
Fry Fridays
5:00-6:30
$8.00 per ticket
Continues Fridays:
April 4th & April 11th
Dine-In, Take-Out or
Drive Thru
Tickets available at the
door
Volunteers Welcome!

Friends of Holy Comforter
Endowment Fund Grants
$12,000 – HCEC for new piano
$

500 – HCEC Junior DOK

April Birthdays
1

Mark Eby

3

Tom Thomas

9

Yvonne Warner

10 Walt Kilgus
16 Kevin Cole
22 Donna Lewis
24 Sherry White

Request for Lending of
Magazines
Al Defeld has asked for people to
lend old Life, Collier’s, National

$ 1,000 – Scholarship – Angleton High

Geographic, or Look magazines in

$ 1,900 – Each to the following

order to honor Brazoria County

Share the Harvest

World War II veterans on May 24th –

Saint Thomas Medical Clinic

an event sponsored by Lake Jackson

HCES Tuition Scholarship

and the Lake Jackson Civic Center.

Episcopal Relief and Development
Habitat for Humanity in
Southern Brazoria County
$23,000 – Total grants

849-5266
adefeld@gmail.com
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis
February 11, 2014
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on February 11, 2014, with Ellen
Eby presiding. The meeting was opened at 7 pm with prayer and formation focusing on ways God has shown Himself in our lives
led by Reverend Carol.
Members present were Ellen Eby, Kandy Taylor-Hille, Penney Reed, Tom Long, Kerry Payne, Ronnie Johnson, Susan Moore
and Eric Herbst. Member absent was Allan Dinsmore. Also present were Reverend Carol Blaine and Pam Massingill, clerk.
Information:
Approval of Minutes - The minutes from the January meeting were read. Motion was made by Ellen and Tom seconded by to
accept the minutes with two minor changes. Motion passed.
HCES Report –Spring Carnival will be April 26. Teacher appreciation luncheon took place on Feb 18th in the Parish Hall. Ellen
praised the success of the school and encouraged all to be as actively involved as possible.
Pastoral Care and Newcomer Ministry Report and Presentation by Paula Haenchen: 3 Parts -Invitation –Welcome –
Assimilation
Rector’s Report – Rev Carol –Discussed upcoming Lenten suppers, topics- how to pray, what type of prayer appeals to you;
Holy week, Maundy Thursday service, Easter Sunday. Yuri is one of our richest gifts. Suggest we ask endowment fund to spend
about 10K on a new piano, Uri has found a great deal on a baby grand piano. Music is a key tool for growth. We should tap into
the musical talents we have within our parish as well. Kandy moved we pursue the possibility of purchasing new equipment.
Ronnie seconded, motion passed.
Sr. Warden’s Report
(Search timeline) – Ellen – Ellie Sullivan (daughter of Mother Kristin) was born today.
Jr. Warden’s Report - Tom – Flag etiquette – looking into better quality solar lights for the flag. A couple of downstairs
windows leaking during hard rain, some latches missing, may be time to check into replacement windows. Someone came from
the Verdin Co. to inspect the bell. It is a locomotive bell, in future, needs medium weight grease for the bell, as it needs greasing
sometimes. Years ago Mrs. Ruth Smith began a Bell Fund.
Financial Report* Questions about the contingency fund $21K. Kerry moved and Penney seconded to accept the financials as
presented. Motion passed.
New Rector’s Financial Package* - Diocese bumped the stipend and it stands as a competitive package.
Discussion*Other- Susan Moore will be moving to Magnolia, therefore, she will be resigning from both Vestry and Search Committee
*Website – Kerry has been our “default tech guy”. We are currently using a company in Austin, Return.tc. Probably to change
our webpage, it will require redoing from the ground up. Kerry suggests that we maintain it, and when we get new rector, make
the major changes. Eric made a motion to let the new permanent rector make major updates to the website. Kerry seconded.
Motion passed. These are major expenses, so better not to do them twice.
*Painting Nave and Damaged area in Herbst Hall –Could cost about $2500 -$3000. Satin, semi gloss finish for better results.
Eric made a motion we paint the Nave and the bad spot in the parish hall. Kerry seconded. Motion passed.
*Outdoor closet rearranged before fish fry- discussion on ways to utilize the space in the best way possible
Decision
*Reverend Carol contract and Housing allowance – Motion 18K of Rev Carol’s salary is designated for housing allowance for
2013-14, Eric made motion and Tom seconded. The motion passed.
*Audit – Kandy made motion we recognize that we need an audit and Ellen will select individuals responsible to carry out this
task. Eric seconded the motion. Motion passed.
*Application and advertising for Children’s Ministry Leader replacement –discussion on ways to advertise.
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 9:48 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Tithes and Offerings
Expenses and Outreach

January
35,888
20,822

YTD
35,888
20,822

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 2/28/2014 - $463,189.90
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Interim Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2014

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Carol Blaine
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Yuri McCoy
Linda Peck
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Kerry Payne

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst

Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

