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April, 2015
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Sunday School

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one
another and those in need, in
Angleton and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship –
growing spiritually through
liturgy, prayer and
Sacraments
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Easter Day Schedule:
8:30…Rite I Easter service
9:30…Vestry Breakfast and Church wide picture
outside (no Bible Study)
10:30…Rite II Easter service with the flowering of
the
Cross
12 Noon or immediately following the second service
there will be an Easter Egg Hunt!

To the Holy Comforter family,
Lent is a season of preparation; as Jesus will go to prepare a place for
us (John 14:2) we are to make ourselves ready to experience that which is
prepared for us. This is what sacrifice accomplishes, in part; we are able to
recognize what God Almighty has given us. The reconciliation which will be
accomplished at Easter is begun in Lent1we are getting ready to experience
the mystery and drama of Christ’s passion. We are knowingly entering into
God’s story; the drama which takes us to the depths of hell and carries us to
the heights of heaven as we carry our own crosses towards Easter. Our own
journey through the weeks is our reply to the love we have been so graciously
gifted. His story is our story as the new day dawns!
The weight of what God did and the unveiling of our own responsibility
as we experience and witness the Passion unfold is not more heightened
than in those days beginning on Palm Sunday and ending on Easter day.
Because of the sacrifices you have committed to make in Lent, may God
grant you a deeper sensitivity and solemn understanding throughout the days
leading to the empty tomb! May God give you as much illumination and vigor
as you desire in Holy Week. As we run the gamut of emotions with
seemingly quickened pace this next week, I hope you will take full advantage
of the worship opportunities offered. As you decide how involved you wish to
be, I offer quick explanations of each service to perhaps, help.
We begin with Palm Sunday and Jesus’ triumphal procession into
Jerusalem. It marks a high point in his earthly, pre-death, popularity. The
Jewish people usher in their king of peace, the day is marked by Jesus
clarifying his reign which is not necessarily meeting the crowd’s expectations.
And so the day marks the beginning of the march to Golgotha, or to Calvary.
We celebrate this occasion with our own procession into the church with palm
branches and singing as the Jewish nationalists were singing in Jesus’ ear
(the early service will not have a procession).
We continue with Tuesday’s service of healing at 6 pm which will
conclude the wonderfully popular Bible study of the sacred mountains in
God’s redemption story. Preston appropriately concludes with the Bible study
of Mount Calvary as the homily.
Wednesday at 7 pm we celebrate Tenebrae, the service of shadows
or service of darkness. Tenebrae is a slow and methodical pronouncement
and meditation of Christ’s suffering in his final days. Guided by the poignant
passages of Jesus’ journey to the cross accompanied by a trio of violins, the
solemn music guides us through the trauma of the week. As the service
moves forward, we are guided by the extinguishing of the candles1all but
one1the unfailing flame of the Christ candle. In lieu of a sermon, the music
and the Scriptures usher us to the dark days of the Passion narrative. One
leaves with a heavy anticipation of Sunday. It is an appropriate precursor to
Maundy Thursday.
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Maundy Thursday, the fifth day in Holy Week, commemorates the
Last Supper of Christ with a foot washing in the Parish House to begin the
evening (6 pm). Whereas Tenebrae ends with one candle still lit, this
evening concludes in complete darkness1.the altar is stripped and the
tabernacle is laid bare. This evening is marked by the betrayal which sets
off all that will unfold until Easter morning. We also remember the final
commandments given by Christ to His disciples; to relate humbly with one
another once He is glorified. It will be the final evening with Communion
until Easter morning at Holy Comforter.
The Week continues with the somber and solemn days of Good Friday
and Holy Saturday. Three services will be held these two days1the first
being Stations of the Cross at noonday Friday, the second being the Good
Friday service at three pm, commemorating the hour in which Jesus will
breathe his last on the cross. And our final penitential service is at
Saturday at 10 am, a service of prayer, These final three days leading to
Easter traditionally known as the Triduum (Thursday evening through
Saturday night - if there is to be an Easter vigil, Sunday morning if no
vigil).
And most assuredly, we complete our enactment of Christ’s
Passion, as the Church has done from Her beginning, with Easter. We
celebrate the unfathomable resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ; all is restored as it was intended from the beginning! The services
will be 8:30 and 10:30 continuing the Holy Comforter tradition of flowering
the cross at both services! In between the services the children will hunt
for Easter eggs outside and we will all enjoy the annual pot luck breakfast
hosted by the vestry inside.
Ten services in all, not to mention that Financial Peace University
will conclude its nine week course the Monday night in Holy Week.
Blessings to you all.

Travis
Camp Allen Scholarships
Scholarships for young people wishing to attend Camp Allen
will be covered by the Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment
Board. Young ones beginning the third grade through senior high
students may apply but not later than June 30.
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Newcomer Ministry
Q & A: Why do we use so many different candles?
Lighted candles during worship remind us of the light of Christ,
or the light of the Gospel, or simply that the time and space for worship
are sacred.
Lighted torches may be carried by acolytes or servers in
procession, including the Gospel procession. Torches are used to enhance
the solemnity and festivity of worship.
The office candles (three on either side of the altar cross) rest on
the retable, the raised shelf behind the altar. They are lighted at every
service from the inside candle outward. They are extinguished from the
outside inward. This order represents the opening and closing of God’s
word.
The two large Communion Candles known as Eucharistic lights
on the front corners of the Altar are lighted when Holy Communion is
being offered during the service. These candles are never lighted until the
office candles are lighted. Conversely, these candles are extinguished
before the office candles are extinguished. These two candles represent the
divinity and the humanity of our Lord Christ.
Certain candles have special liturgical uses. The Paschal
candle is a large, decorated candle that symbolizes the light of Christ who,
as our Pascal Lamb, was crucified, died, rose, and ascended into heaven. It
is lighted at the Easter Vigil, at all services during the season of Easter, and
on the occasion of a Baptism. It is also usually brought forward during
funerals or memorial services as a reminder of our Baptism and salvation
through Christ’s resurrection.
The Sanctuary Lamp hangs from the ceiling of the Sanctuary on
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Holy Week Schedule
Monday

6 PM

Financial Peace University

7 PM

Daughters of the King

Tuesday

7 PM

Healing Service with Communion

Wednesday

7 AM

Morning Prayer

7 PM

Tenebrae Service

6 PM

Foot Washing – Parish House

7 PM

Maundy Thursday Eucharist

Noon

Stations of the Cross

3 PM

Good Friday Service

10 AM

Holy Saturday Prayer Service

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

The Chart is Coming…
The bane of every church (probably for at least two thousand years) has been getting its
members to feel involved; some are too involved and some are not involved enough. We believe
we have a solution. We call it The Chart and it’s designed to protect you, Holy Comforter’s
precious members, from over-committing or under-functioning. This creates space for
everyone to participate.
Faith and membership is so much more than pledging our money…it is much more than
Sunday attendance…membership is about these and more. We feel a part of something special
when we help to make something special.
The Chart is where you commit to something; anything God is directing you, for one year and only
one year, beginning this Pentecost. For those who are accustomed to volunteering for three or
five or even ten jobs within the church, we are asking you to consider no more than two. For
those who are still seeking a way to be more involved, we ask you to consider signing up for at
least one role in the church for the next year.
Remember…you are only committing to this role or position for one year….next year you may
decide to do something else. The idea is to make all of us more complete in our identities as
stewards of our time and commitments to a God, who is fully committed to us.
More information will be given about this, look for The Chart to be hanging up in the Parish Hall
the Sunday after Easter, look at it, think about it and pray for guidance as to where God would
have you serve this next year. The final date to sign up will be the week before
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Pentecost...don’t worry, there will be plenty of announcements.
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April Anniversaries
4
10
18
20

Greg & Lori Hawkins
Jerry & Annabelle Powell
Walt & Dianne Kilgus
Eric & Maureen Herbst

April Birthdays
1
3
9
10
16
17
20
25
28
29

Mark Eby
Tom Thomas
Yvonne Warner
Walt Kilgus
Kevin Cole
Alexis Peck
Patty Swords
David Shackelford
Shea Lynn Funk
Sally Shackelford Kersch
Hayden Blice
Joyce Steele
Neil Thomas
Michaela McCoy Bratsch

Hosts for April
If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com

5
12
19
26

Vestry Easter Breakfast
Longs
Shorts
Kersch

Vestry host and hostess for
Easter Breakfast
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Particulars…
If anyone has a legalsize file cabinet they do
not need, please contact
Fr. Preston. We need
one for parish files.

FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Riley Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kirsten Parks kirstenparks@comcast.net
Sciobhan Short snshort80@gmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Barbara Marin barbarajmarin@yahoo.com
Donna Trusty drummom7@yahoo.com

Bible Study
Sunday Mornings
9:30

This Saturday March 28th…
28th…all
parish work day…
day…9 am until we
are done…
done…this work day is for
the nooks and crannies that
often get over looked (a deep
cleaning if you will)…
will)…. I hope all
will come and help…
help…big and
small…
small…to put away the fish fry
equipment until next year and
get our lovely building and
grounds ready for the big week
ahead!

While you enjoy your breakfast
burrito or other culinary
delight lovingly prepared,
come study the Bible with
Father Travis!
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To our beloved Holy Comforter Family,
I write this letter in awe of your kindness
and generosity. You are very good at
making us feel so loved and special. The
shower in Smith baby #3’s honor was
perfect. The decorations, the food, THE
DINOSAUR CAKE and COOKIES, the
boxes and boxes of Diapers and baby
necessities, and all of the beautiful handmade decorations were so special. Not one
detail was left out…even brand new pj’s
were given to wear while at the hospital! Even though it was
rainy and dreary outside the Bright Blue and Green Dinosaurs transformed
the Parish Hall into a wonderful party!
I felt extra special and was humbled by the turn-out and well wishes. This
baby belongs to Holy Comforter and reminded me of how much of our
children’s lives will be centered around this beautiful church that God
brought us to.
Thank you again for your generosity, your time and love that went into
making this event one to remember. It meant more to us than we could ever
express. Kelsey Payne, Sciobhan Short, Debbie White and all the beautiful
ladies of Holy Comforter…with all our hearts, thank you.
With deep gratitude and love,
Suzanne, Travis and the boys
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SCHOOL NEWS
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VESTRY SYNOPSIS
February 17, 2015
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on
February 17, 2015 with Father Travis Smith presiding. The meeting was opened at 6:25 pm with
prayer.
Members present were Tom Long, Kandy Taylor- Hille, Ronnie Johnson, Barbara Marin, Riley
Mogford, Kirsten Parks, Donna Trusty and Sciobhan Short. Also present were Reverend Travis
Smith and Pam Massingill, clerk. Absent were Eric Herbst and Alan Dinsmore.
Formation -Minutes –Barbara made a motion to accept the minutes as written and
Kirsten seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Senior Warden’s Report – Mr. Woods coming out on the 23rd to refinish the wood
flooring; kneelers are going back to correct location; he will be staining the ends of the stairs a
different shade.
*Motion made and seconded to replace the kitchen sink.
*Riley made a motion and Tom seconded to move nursery to Godly play room and to proceed with
looking into repurposing the blue room and current nursery.
*Organ person can come to disconnect, move the organ for the (500. Cost). Tom made a motion to
pay to have organ disconnected, moved. Kandy seconded, Motion passed. Vestments, valuables,
etc will be moved as needed to accommodate the floor redo.
*Work on new storage building has begun. Ellen will remain liaison between church and Mr.
Greak.
Junior Warden’s Report – replaced hot and cold water faucets in rent house utility
room, cleaned drains on all church property, old storage building under stairs removed, installed
new drain in front of dumpster, purchased new stepstool to aid in putting up flags at red doors,
installed trim in ladies’ restroom for privacy purposes, addressing the Smith flooding issue,
question as to whether the boy scout trailer and shed could be moved to retention pond area.
Kandy will check on this.
Other - Sciobahn wants to form a decorating committee for interior. Barbara made
motion and Tom seconded. Motion passed.
Rector’s Report – Kandy made motion for Travis to check into grants in regards to
musical instruments. Kirsten seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Financial report– presented by Father Travis in Alan’s absence – 50 pledges have
come in to date. Approx 12 – 15 K in new pledges.
HCES – Registration is open. Parishioners and current students get first priority.
Compline
NEXT Vestry meeting: Tuesday, March 17th @ 6:15
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 9:15 pm with prayer..
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill - Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Tithes, Offerings, Rental and Grants
Expenses and Outreach

February
29,726
25,001

YTD
43,581
59,794

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 2/28/2015 - $499,092
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Sunday School
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Minister of Music
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2015

Contact Information
Fr. Travis
979-849-1260
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Travis Smith
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Christopher Holman
Kelsey Payne
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Donna Trusty
Sciobhan Short

Kirsten Parks
Riley Mogford
Barbara Marin

Tom Long IV,
Ronnie Johnson
Pam Massingill
Allan Dinsmore

Tom Long
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

