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SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSINGS
FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS!
Backpacks receive a blessing too!

PLEASE remember!

Our bills don’t take
a summer vacation.

Serving the Angleton community since 1897, we are called
to be a loving refuge in Jesus Christ, welcoming and serving all.

N EWS TO U SE
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
Breakfast & Bible Study
Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Sunday School

Infant and Toddler care is provided in the
Nursery from 8:15 AM until the 10:30 am.
Service ends.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: 979-849-1269
Parish Fax: 979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address:
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School: 979-849-4602
Extended Day: 979-849-1672
Diocesan Center: 1-800-318-4452
or www.epicenter.org
Fr. Travis: 979-849-1260
or 254-644-4268

OFFICE HOURS

Month at a Glance
UPCOMING EVENTS
• Thrivent visit, Aug. 2, 9:30 a.m.
• HCES Board Meeting, Aug. 4, 7 PM
• Bible Study returns, Aug. 9, 9:30AM

• Acolyte Training, Aug. 9, 11:45 AM
• Vestry Meeting, Aug. 11, 6:15 PM
• Back to School Sunday, Aug. 23
• Evening DOK, Mon., Aug. 24, 7 PM
• Daytime DOK, Wed., Aug. 26, 10 AM
Back-to-school – Sunday, August 23
Blessings of teachers, students, and backpacks
during 10:30 a.m. service.
Celebrate with ice cream Sundaes in the parish
hall following the service.

New Church Office:
• Monday, 9 AM to 12 Noon
• Tuesday - Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM
Church School Office:
• Mon. – Fri., 8 AM to 3 PM

CHURCH STAFF
•Rector . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Travis Smith
•Head of School . . . . Nancy Standlee
•Parish Administrator/Theologian
. . . . . . Fr. Preston Weatherly
•Minister of Music
. . . . . . .Christopher Holman
•Children’s Ministry Director
. . . . . . . . . . . Kelsey Payne
•Newcomer Ministry Coordinator
. . . . . . . . .Paula Haenchen
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B I R T H D AY S
August 1, Kerry Payne, Cindy Stevens
August 3, Lila Von Tress
August 5, Patricia Arnold, Jodi Long
August 27, Catherine Helms, Jim Clem
August 28, Greg Hawkins, Laurene Patterson
August 29, Fr. Travis Smith
August 30, Camryn Shackelford

ANNIVERSARIES
August 15, Neil & Ouida Thomas
August 20, Fr. Preston & Carolyn Weatherly
August 31, John & Sue Minkert

YOUTH

BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY Celebration, August 23
During the 10:30 service, there will be special blessings for all our students, their
backpacks, and teachers from public schools, private schools, and Sunday School.

Ice cream sundaes will be served in the
Parish Hall following the 10:30 service.

Being mindful of the needs of
others, please bring a new school
item that can be donated to
schools with needy students.
Supplies may include pencils,
pens, folders, erasers, glue,
crayons, scissors, folders, rulers,
notebooks, etc.

Please encourage
your kids to bring
their backpacks
that day so they
can be blessed.

Interested
In becoming
an acolyte?
Congratulations, Ella
Long, on becoming our
newest Junior Daughter of
the King!

Contact Cy Parks:
cyparks87@gmail.com !

Sunday, Aug. 9,
11:45 a.m. in the Nave!
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DISCIPLESHIP
What is the difference between
Confirmation, Reception, and
Reaffirmation
All three are sacramental rites that involve the ‘laying
on of hands’ by a bishop.

In October, Holy Comforter
will be offering Confirmation
Classes in preparation for the
November visit of the Rt. Rev.
Jeff Fisher, Suffragan Bishop
of the Diocese of Texas.

If you are interested in or have
questions about being
confirmed, received, or
reaffirmed, please contact the
Church Office for a
consultation with Fr. Travis.

Confirmation is "a mature and public affirmation of
faith and commitment to the promises made during
Baptism" (BCP).
Reaffirmation means that you choose to re-state
your commitment to Christ in The Episcopal Church,
honoring your growth in faith throughout
your spiritual journey. For many people, their path
has wandered in and out of various denominations.
Reaffirmation is a way to honor their journey and
their previous public commitment as an adult while
also making this definitive sacramental gesture.
Reception is common for people who have been
active throughout their lives in other denominations.
Often, individuals who made a public profession of
faith in a faith tradition such as the Baptist Church
will choose to be Received into The Episcopal Church.

Congratulations to
Brooks Short and
Aubrey Short on their
Baptisms, July 12.

Breakfast & Bible Study
With Father Travis
Returns Sunday, Aug. 9 at 9:30!
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R E F L EC T I N G B AC K
L O O K I N G F O R WA R D
arrived. And there is much to enjoy, much to praise, and
much left to do. So allow me to recap.

To the Holy Comforter family,
Summer is upon us which means the church calendar
has slowed down just a bit, allowing us to catch our
collective breaths and take stock in all that has
happened the past year . . . there is much to discuss.
BEFORE THERE WERE SMITHS…
In the interim period, before the Smith’s arrived in
October, God was already at work here. I was
wonderfully encouraged to find a parish so ably led.
Valuable projects were already in the works. The
painting of the Nave, just a couple months earlier, had
served as the catalyst for refinishing the chancel and
choir area floors and building outside storage for Holy
Comforter’s popular community events. Indeed, it was
plain that God had more plans for Holy Comforter.
Before I ever stepped foot on campus, I was given a
binder containing Holy Comforter’s newly discerned
parish goals and core values. As I read and reread them,
it was apparent that the Vestry (and others) were
making decisions based on the Core Values of: (1)
nurturing children in and out of the parish, specifically
the school; (2) taking meaningful action by serving one
another but also the needy in Angleton and the world;
(3) cultivating vibrant relationships among ourselves and
the larger community, welcoming and affirming all in
Jesus Christ; and (4) growing spiritually through
Episcopal worship—liturgy, prayer, and sacraments.
The Vision, which is wonderfully in line with the Core
Values, emphasizes: (1) developing small group
programs and special events by focusing on the
Episcopal tradition; (2) encouraging greater community
participation through numerous outreach programs; (3)
engaging youth and young adults in vibrant spiritual
inquiry, treasuring our strong relationship with our day
school, while reaching out to the parents of our little
students; and lastly, (4) enhancing our campus to
accommodate growth and worship and safety for all.
These collective desires have driven all that has
happened in the previous year, even before I ever

IN THE BEGINNING . . .
The first few months were spent finding our new minister
of music, re-starting the youth program, and formalizing
the 8:30 Rite One liturgy. With the help of Kelsey Payne, we
formalized the children’s worship service to be more kidcentered. Then, with Rite One and Rite Two working in
tandem, we got a bit more creative with two contemplative
liturgies for Advent and Christmas. We began having
regular breakfasts (mainly delicious tacos) in the hopes of
making it easier for parents. We even managed to pull off
our Bluegrass and BBQ, in spite of the rains!
OFF TO A GOOD START
Bringing in the New Year, we continued with special
worship services like the Burning of the Greens and a
hugely successful Lenten Fish Fry! There were more
contemplative services and a very full Holy Week. Then,
Pentecost Sunday, what a hugely successful day!
We have more pledges this year than in years past, giving is
up, and worship participation is up too. While having a
rector necessarily means we are running a deficit, many
good things are happening. We do have the funds to pay
our bills, just not without dipping into our reserves (which
we have available because of the wisdom of the leadership
in recent years).

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE . . .
As with every growing church, funds often lag behind
growth, which means we are doing more with old
projections (and this is both scary and exciting). We have to
believe God is going to provide for what He is doing here in
this tremendous church family. I also want to assure you
that, though money is being spent, it is being intentionally
done with careful consideration. Not counting the two big
projects (the new floor and the storage area), we are on
budget. I want to emphasize that we are doing a great deal
with very little.
RESPONDING TO CAMPUS NEEDS . . .
The campus both inside and out are being looked at as a
response to our Vision statements. A beautiful worship
space and campus translate into so much more than safety
and aesthetics. Whether we know it or not, our campus and
its condition are statements about who we are, and who
God is. A visitor’s first judgment will be upon our campus
and our website (which is also being discussed). Planning
does not cost much, but failing to plan can be very costly
(Continues on page 6)
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R E F L EC T I N G B AC K
L O O K I N G F O R WA R D
down the road. People notice how much we care for
(and steward) what God has already given us.
PLANNING . . .
So what is being done, with great haste, is planning.
Things have broken. For instance, the sound system
broke between services on Christmas Eve. The
church’s electrical wiring is almost 60 years old, and
the Nave flooring underneath the carpet is coming
loose. Our beautiful building needs quite a bit of
tender loving care, which is currently being
accomplished one fix at a time. But one fix at a time is
not the most prudent means of care, so we had a
building inspection done in early spring and have been
using the inspection to guide us in bidding for a
‘restoration’ of our buildings. The restoration is not
intended to tear anything down, but to restore the
historical church to former glory. Whenever I talk
about the building or our projects, I always say,
“Nothing precious is discarded.” We hope to fill in the
gaps to enhance what is still working. All this is to let
you know that we are building toward a capital
campaign to renew our campus and facilities. We do
not know the exact timing, but when the time comes,
all will be revealed.
TODAY . . .
This summer the ‘fixes’ will continue with the
replacement of the windows and roofs, which were
damaged by hail and apparently were not up to code
even before the storm. However, the cost to the parish
will be negligible. God blessed us with a contractor
who gave us a great deal on both projects, including
replacing all 37 windows at cost, and the Endowment
graciously funded the additional out-of-pocket
expense. These two projects should be completed by
summer’s end.
YOUTH . . .
The youth group is now well established. We had been
investigating several strategies to pay for a Youth
Leader position to replace Kelsey and myself, but we
simply can’t afford it right now. Consequently, Kelsey
and I will continue to lead the youth program this fall.
The program is 7-9 strong, and they are great teens.
SUNDAY SCHOOL . . .
Kelsey is also working miracles with the Sunday school
program; some weeks we have anywhere from 15 to
20 little ones. She has created class-specific curriculum
for each age group, as well as hand-picked all the
Sunday school teachers. The program is impressive and
the numbers prove it.
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NURSERY . . .
As many have noted, the nursery is loud, filling the air
with all sorts of noises! While wanting to keep the kids
nearby, space is at a premium. Kelsey, the Vestry, and I
have discussed a couple of options. Option One is to
keep things as is. A second option is to move all
children aged two years and older to the old rental
house (which is now vacant). There is a special donor
who has given generously to paint and outfit the house
for Sunday school classrooms. The kids would be safely
escorted to and from the main church building still
meeting up with the adults at the Peace. Newborns up
to two years of age will remain in the nursery, of
course. While some like this idea, others are not sure
of its safety and viability. We will continue to seek out
the best possible solution to our space issues. For now,
we will remain in the church building. As in all things,
God will guide and we will seek to listen.
LIBRARY . . .
As another benefit for the children, what had served as
a first-floor storage room (the blue room adjacent to
the Parish Hall) has now been transformed into a
library for the children of both the parish and the
school. Thanks to Pam Massingill and Nancy Standlee’s
amazing efforts, there is a dedicated space available
for kids seven days a week to read and learn about
God’s love through books. Equally valuable, is that, as
school families visit (and they do), this familiar room
will have the ability to put the children at ease. This is
very creative evangelism.
LOOKING FORWARD . . .
A few parishioners, led by Katie Journeay, have spent
the last couple of months dreaming and planning an
exciting possibility, a Holy Comforter Farmers’ Market.
We are planning to ‘pitch’ the project to the Diocese in
hopes of a grant. The grant will fund a regularly
scheduled market which will draw farmers and vendors
of all kinds (and their customers) to one of our vacant
lots adjacent to campus. This will be invaluable
exposure for the church, plus an extraordinary
partnership with the community and surrounding area.
The market has already been approved by the Vestry,
but there is still much work needed to make this a
reality. The projected start date is in early spring of
2016, so we have plenty of time to hone this wonderful
outreach. We strongly believe that God has given us
an idea completely in line with Bishop Doyle’s vision
for the Diocese—to go out into the community doing
creative things that will benefit all those involved.

R E F L EC T I N G B AC K
L O O K I N G F O R WA R D
THANKS AND STEWARDSHIP . . .
As I conclude this long, but needed, explanation, I
want to thank Allan Dinsmore for his dedicated and
thoughtful leadership as treasurer. As his time as
treasurer has come to a close, he gets a much
deserved respite from financial matters. In his
stead, Lee Trusty steps into this crucial ministerial
role. Soon you will notice how the Chart and the
finances of our church community will be rolled
into one ministry which is the Stewardship Team.
We will continue the work that Allan began—to
view the finances within the context of the parish’s
Core Values and Vision Statements.
I hope this letter will serve to explain how much
energy is running through this parish. The
leadership is strong and energetic (and I am not
referring to me, I’m talking about so many whose
imaginations and talents are being used for
Kingdom purposes). There is such a vibrant energy

and spirit about this place, and this church family. It is
contagious. One exciting idea seems to spawn two
more—one more sign that God has His hand on Holy
Comforter. And, please know that all the planning done
thus far is a matter of prudence. That all planning is
slow and intentional, checked and rechecked, in order
to be ready when the time is deemed right. In the
meantime, we will trust in where God is taking us, and
we will continue to live in His abundance,
understanding every penny is sacred for his purpose.
I also hope this letter will encourage you to join in and
find your place among the good things happening here.
You are needed and your heart is needed and your
patience and grace are needed as well.
May God continue to bless Holy Comforter.

Travis

Between services on Sunday August 2,
Come learn about Thrivent Financial services
Thrivent Financial isn’t your typical financial services organization. Its a
faith-based, not-for-profit fraternal organization that also happens to be a Fortune
500 company. Most importantly, it is a membership organization of Christians who
strive to be wise with money and live generously.
During the coffee hour on Sunday August 2nd, Bryan Davis, a local financial
representative with Thrivent Financial and longtime Angleton resident, will provide
an overview of Thrivent Financial, who they are, what they do, and a brief summary
of the many ways Thrivent can help Holy Comforter’s congregation grow and
prosper as Christians, as well as how they can help us help our church, live
generous lives, and truly live our faith.
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CHILDREN

VBS 2015 was a huge success! Fifty
children attended this summer to
learn all about the book of Exodus while
pretending to be cowgirls and
cowboys in the wild west!
We had so much fun! Children
experienced the stories of Moses while
visiting six stations each day: Bible
Story, Bible Verse/Music, Crafts, Snacks,
Games, and Science/Service.
As a service project, all of our children
helped make "Manna Bags," or bags for
the homeless. These bags contained items
such as soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, socks, snacks, combs, as well
as other basic toiletry items. Each bag
also contained a personal message of
hope decorated by one of our VBS kids.
Some of these bags will stay at the
church office to be given out as needed
by Father Travis, others will be donated
to the St. Thomas Center.
I would like to thank everyone who
helped with VBS as well as those who
made a donation! You helped make a
difference for so many children!
Kelsey Payne
Director of Children's Ministries
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L EADERSHIP
Condensed Vestry Notes for June . . .


Suggestions made to ask Diocese about
helping with plumbing re-pipe expenses.



Ashley Construction awarded contract for
roof and window replacements.



The Endowment Board will be asked to
underwrite the replacement costs for the
windows and the roof deductible.



Fr. Travis updated Vestry on youth program,
including need for extra helpers, and status
of search for youth director.



Nancy Standlee, HCES Head of School,
reported the need to add another
classroom and proposed a divider wall be
build in the large upstairs classroom. She
proposed that HCES would cover the
cost.



Donor has gifted the church with $5,000 for
a new altar.



Vestry briefly discussed ways to get
parishioners involved.



Discussion of way to economize printing
costs with new copy machine.



Budget is doing well for the first nearly half
of the year, but is expected to change as we
move into summer when attendance and
giving generally decrease. May have to dip
into contingency, but attendance and plate
offerings are both up.



HCEC gratefully accepted the ‘gift’ of a
shed from HCES.



Vestry discussed possibility of developing
a Children’s Library.



New marble topped table for the Narthex
is purchased.

C HOIR
Jesus heard you singing in the shower and said,

“Join the Holy Comforter Choir!”
Music at Holy Comforter has many opportunities for
YOU to offer your talents to God, sharing them also
with the congregation. By participating in our choir,
you can be central to the spiritual life of Holy
Comforter, as well as learn about the art of music, all
while furthering Christ’s mission!
Choir will resume singing on Sundays starting
September 6. However, on September 3, the choir will
expand its ministry, offering weekly rehearsals on
Thursdays from 8–9pm; we want to grow as a ministry,
both in numbers and musical excellence. In case there’s
any doubt, WE NEED MORE MEMBERS! By joining
us, you can engage in fellowship with some of the
nicest people on the planet, be a visible leader in
worship, and sing collaboratively with youth
instrumental ensembles (like on Easter).

Play an instrument? Make music with us! We want
instruments at any services, regardless of whether it’s the
24th Sunday after Pentecost or Christmas Eve. I’ll even
write arrangements of hymns and anthems for you, to
suit to your ability level and practice time!
The choir music next year will be straightforward, yet
lively and exciting. You don’t need a music degree to be
in our programs, in fact, you don’t even need to read
music! All we ask is that you come with a positive
attitude and an openness to learning. Whatever
commitment you can make, even if it’s only once or
twice a year, will be appreciated!
So what are you waiting for? Contact Christopher
Holman, Organist-Choirmaster, at (217) 417-0979, or
christopherholman2@gmail.com.
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F E L L OW S H I P

Patriotic Sunday
What a wonderful day at HCEC! Great worship, food and fellowship. Lots of fun and a feast for
everyone! A big thank you goes out to all of you that helped with set up and clean up,
especially Brooks Short, Sciobhan Short, Andrea Demopulos, Katie Journeay, Molly
Leboeuf, Marlon Thomas and Ray Marin. And, thank you to Pam Massingill for the patriotic
decorations.
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S T E WA R D S H I P
S ERVING OUR C HURCH & COMMUNIT Y
W I T H O U R T I M E , T A L E N T, & T R E A S U R E
Alane Anderson, New Kitchen Manager
With The Chart going into effect, we want to thank
Alane Anderson for taking on the demanding role of
Kitchen Manager. She will now be the go-to person
heading up and taking care of supplies and needs for
the Parish Hall kitchen. Barbara Marin, who has
served us so well in this position for several years,
will be helping Alane as she steps into her new
ministry.
Also, to help Alane, we need to remind ourselves
that, although this position is a management role for
ordering supplies and keeping the kitchen organized,
it is our responsibility to clean up after ourselves at
our functions and events and to leave the kitchen and
parish hall cleaner than we found it.
Over the years we have had some very special
women who have helped to make our kitchen a very
special place for baking, cooking, and fellowship
and who we lovingly refer to as our “Kitchen
Angels.” Thank you again for the care and devotion
provided by Barbara Marin and welcome and best
wishes to Alane Anderson. +

For Sundays in August
Aug. 2: Debbie Knapp, Lola Kay
Hood, and Doris Jackson
Aug. 9: Patty & Dan Swords
Aug. 16: Betty & Riley Mogford
Aug. 23: Back to School Bash
Aug. 30: Linda & David Englert

Stewardship of our Facility
Here are some reminders for using
HCEC’s facilities (Parish Hall & Kitchen,
Parish House and kitchen):

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund
Balance as of 6/30/15 is $470,452.
Value of mineral properties and other assets is
in addition to this amount.

Holy Comforter Financial Report
General Fund

Tithes, Offerings, & Grants
Expenses and Outreach

June, 2015

$14,259
$40,451

YTD

$145,794
$188,522









Daughters, please
plan ahead and make
your reservations for
the DOK Fall
Assembly at Camp
Allen on Sept. 11-12.




Wash and put away what you use.
Wipe down all countertops.
Wipe down tables. Push in chairs.
Do not leave any leftover food, drinks, paper
goods, decorations, etc.
Take out the trash from the kitchen, Parish
Hall, Parish House.
Take home, wash and return any towels
used.
Turn lights out in kitchen and Parish
Hall/House.
Make sure all doors to kitchen and Parish
Hall/House are locked.
Adjust a/c or heat settings for temperature
when not in use.

If we all work together we can keep
our facilities safe, user-friendly, and
welcoming for all to use.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Did you know . . .
Holy Comforter’s new children’s library is not a
new concept at all. In the years between 1904
and 1907, the Guild of Holy Comforter
Episcopal Church hosted a ‘traveling’ library
“consisting of 65 volumes of choice literature.”
While our new library has more than the
original 65 volumes, it is hoped that our
volumes will be happily checked out and travel
to homes to be enjoyed by everyone at Holy
Comforter Church.
Pam Massingill,
Parish Historian and Librarian
Source: Brazosport Facts Heritage Edition, July 1971

