COMFORTABLE WORDS
…A Monthly Communication from Holy Comforter Church…
Serving the Episcopal Community of Angleton Since 1897

DECEMBER 2011
www.holycomforterangleton.org

Sunday Worship
Schedule

The word became flesh
and lived among us...”
John 1:14

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow
with us through worship,
prayer, fellowship, and
service at Holy Comforter,
a Christ-centered
family Church.”
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Christmas Worship Schedule
Christmas Eve
Children's Pageant
Family Service
Holy Eucharist
Candlelight Service
Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day
Rite 3 Holy Eucharist

4:30 PM

10:30 PM

10:30 AM

(One service only; no 9:30 activities)

January 1, 2012
Rite 2 Holy Eucharist

10:30AM

(One service only; no 9:30 activities)

Invite your family and friends
to join us in celebration!
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
Advent is here! In Advent, we mark the season of preparation for the coming Christ Child. To
help our preparation, Holy Comforter is providing booklets of Advent reflections and prayers by
Joyce Rupp entitled: Welcome the Light! The booklets are located on the baker’s rack in the
Narthex. Setting aside time every day in Advent to read and pray will help us to keep focused on
what is important in this season: the celebration of Christ’s birth.
Like others in our culture, we prepare expectantly for Christmas day; however Advent invites us to
a counter-cultural preparation. Instead of rush, rush, rush, and buy, buy, buy, we are invited to slow
down, to prayerfully consider the true gift of Christmas: God’s gracious love-gift of Jesus Christ.
Advent also invites us to be especially faithful in worship. We have a number of special things
going on this season. Each Sunday in Advent, as well as on Christmas Eve, a Holy Comforter
family will lead us in prayerfully lighting the Advent Wreath candle. Each family will invite our
prayerful response:
Radiant Creator, awaken us to your presence.
Jesus, Light of all Lights, kindle love in our hearts.
Spirit of Illumination, guide our paths. Amen.
On December 11, we welcome The Reverend Preston Weatherly to the pulpit.
On December 18, join us for the annual Advent Breakfast at 9:30, between services. This year, it’s
a potluck breakfast, so bring whatever you like! At the 10:30 service, Bishop High will lead us in a
service of confirmation and reception.
Please note the schedule of Christmas Services on the front page and invite your
family and friends to share this holy time with us!
A note regarding the children’s pageant on December 24th at 4:30: We want your child or
grandchild to share in our pageant! Tom & Jodi Long are directing the pageant this year and
welcome lots of participation! Please note their contact information on page 6. What a great way for
your child to experience first hand the miraculous story of Christmas!
Advent blessings to you all!

Carol
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Coffee Hosts for December
4 Ron & Cindy Briscoe

11 Coffee Host Needed

18 Advent Breakfast
25 No Coffee Hour
Please contact Betty Mogford at 979-345-2968 if you would like to sign up.
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Doris Jackson

4

Austin Noe

12 Pam Baron
23 Carl Lewis
Zane Funk

Celebrate Holy Comforter!
Thank you for your commitment to
Holy Comforter for 2012!

28 Joey Warren
29 Teal Clem
31 John Minkert
Paul Eby

To date we have received 50 commitment cards
totaling $106,398.00.
If you have not yet made your commitment, you can
place your card in the offering plate any Sunday or
drop it by the office. Remember that if you increase
your commitment over last year, your increase will be
matched. If you commit for the first time, your entire
commitment will be matched, thanks to our generous
friends “Jane & John Parishioner”! If you prefer, you
can just e-mail Stephanie your commitment at
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com

Thank you!!

10 Jack & Billye Carroll
31 Jeff & Cathy Helms

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month

Compost Your
Pumpkins
Pumpkins, which of course
are 100% natural, will break
down quickly as compost in
your yard, providing you
with valuable nutrients for
your lawn or garden. As
you probably know by now,
pumpkins aren't exactly
light, so they otherwise take
a considerable amount of
fuel to haul to the landfill -plus their bulky size means
they take up space.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the Children's Ministry Coordinator…
The weeks before Christmas are ones of excitement and anticipation, especially for young
children. During this time, we will focus on the symbols and activities of the season as we
discover that Advent is for Waiting! We will also use this time to rehearse our roles in the
upcoming Christmas Pageant on December 24th @4:30 PM. All children are encouraged
to participate and costumes will be provided.
Beginning January 8th, Pre K and Godly Play Sunday school classes will held during the
10:30 service. After the Children’s Moment with Mother Carol, the children will go to the
classrooms and return for the Eucharist with their parents.
We are still in need of teachers and doorpersons. Please consider volunteering at least
once a month to help teach our children God’s wonderful news.

Advent
Breakfast
(Potluck!)
December 18th
9:30am

This Christmas, give a gift
for lasting change!
Order your Christmas gifts from the
Gifts for Life catalogue, available on the
baker's rack in the Narthex.

Let's Eat!!
Launching January 13, at 7 pm,
Holy Comforter begins a monthly
(every 2nd Friday!)
TGIF at the Parish House!
James & Deborah Northrup
will host the 1st event...all are invited!
Childcare provided
in the church nursery.
Details to come...mark your calendars!

Last year, Gifts for Life helped nearly
3 million people in extreme poverty.

Please remember!
All Holy Comforter Church & School
mail must be sent to
P.O. Box 786
as there are no mail receptacles on site.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Considering Advent….
at Coffeehouse Theology
9:30 Advent Sundays
in the Parish Hall
Mother Carol will lead
a 3 part study of Advent
Expectation…Incarnation…
Waiting for Jesus

Annual
Parish
Meeting
January 29th, 2012

Join us!

Boy Scout Buzz…
Troop 531 spent the weekend at Camp
Karankawa helping the Bay Area
Council with their Native American
Weekend. The camp had about 1,300
cub scouts show up to learn about
Native Americans and the troop
assisted the camp with logistics,
parking, water and similar service
work. They also earned a couple of
merit badges.
The scouts will be ringing the bells for
the Salvation Army on Saturday,
December 3rd, in front of Krogers.
They will also be taking Homeland
Preparedness Training from DHS on
December 5th, from 6:30 to 8:30pm.
This training will qualify the scouts to
assist the Department of Homeland
Security in post-disaster work. This
training is also open to any members of
the parish that might be interested.

You’re Invited to HCES
Interactive Open House!
Tuesday, January 17th at 6 PM

Thank you to all who served as guinea
pigs, cheerleaders, and encouragers in my
pursuit of the Doctor of Ministry degree
from Austin Seminary. My five years of
academic work is now complete and my
final faculty evaluation is scheduled for
December 8th! Hurray! Graduation will be
May 20, 2012. I could not have done this
work without the support of Holy
Comforter…I am deeply grateful.
--Mother Carol
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Your Child is Invited to Share in the
Magic of Christmas!
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Children’s Nativity Pageant
Rehearsals: Sundays, December 11 & 18
Holy Comforter Church at 12:00 Noon
Costumes Provided
Presentation: December 24, 4:30 PM
Directors: Tom & Jodi Long
979-849-9955
drjblong@yahoo.com or tomlongiv@yahoo.com

Giving God
We worship
not a hidden God,
covered, clothed
in mystery, inaccessible.
We worship
God revealed ~
a child, born of humble means,
forsaking glory to be one of us,
one with us,
Emmanuel.
We worship
God reconciling,
giving life for us,
and raised to new life,
calling us by the Spirit
to give our lives away
for love.
~Roberta Porter

Angleton
Chamber of Commerce
2011 Holiday Tour of Homes
Sunday, December 11, 2011
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Please join us for
holiday cookies and wassail at
The Parish House
at Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Tour of Homes tickets
may be purchased at
The Chamber
for $15 each.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Towards a more
profound Alleluia
I have been working in the Episcopal Church for
several years now, and I know that almost without fail
a certain question is on most people’s minds during
the season of Advent as we approach Christmas. That
question is, of course, “Why are we not singing
Christmas carols--it is almost Christmas, isn’t it?”
I do not deny that it is a legitimate question since
everyone’s friends at First United Freewill Church
have been singing Christmas carols since mid
November. However, in the Episcopal Church we
hear the full story of Jesus through our reading
prescribed by the Revised Common Lectionary. That
means that Jesus’ birth is framed into a greater context
and that he did not just "fall from Heaven." His birth
was foretold of the prophets of old, announced by the
Angel Gabriel to Mary, and heralded by John the
Baptist. We are invited to join in with these
visionaries and announce the coming of Jesus the
Messiah and to prepare for his arrival in the context of
our own lives.
For me personally, it also makes it that much more
magical when on Christmas Eve we finally get to
celebrate his birth. The words of “O Come All Ye
Faithful” are more powerful as we enter into
worshiping the newborn savior, our “Joy to the
World” rings out more strongly because he brought
joy into our world, and “Silent Night” can truly make
that night holy as we come bound together in the love
and peace of God through his son Jesus Christ.
Merry Christmas, my family at Holy Comforter, and
may your holiday be filled with the joy, love, light,
hope, and peace of God

In Christ,

Daniel

Merry Christmas
From the staff and faculty at
Holy Comforter Episcopal
Church & School!!

Holiday Schedule
December 18
9:30 a.m.

Advent Breakfast

December 24
4:30 p.m.

Children’s Pageant

10:30 p.m.

(Potluck)

Family Service
Holy Eucharist
Candlelight Service
Holy Eucharist

December 25
10:30 a.m.

Rite 3

January 1
10:30 a.m.

Rite 2

Holy Eucharist
(one service only)

Holy Eucharist
(one service only)

Nativity Set Display
Come view nativity sets and displays on
Saturday Dec. 3, 2011 from 1:00pm-4:00 pm
at First Presbyterian Church, 130 S. Arcola.
Collectors, families, individuals and
members of several churches are displaying
nativity sets. Donations of food and
money will be taken for the Food Pantry.
If someone wishes to display a nativity set or
sets, call First Presbyterian at 979-849-5722.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on October 11,
2011, with Reverend Carol Petty presiding. The meeting was opened at 7pm with prayer and devotional.
Members present were Lori Hawkins, SuZan Carpenter, Trey Picard, Ellen Eby, Jerry Powell, and Barbara
Thomas. Members absent were Chip Cole, Ed White, and Mike Hattaway. Also present were Treasurer
Dianne Kilgus, upcoming treasurer Jack Fleet, and Pam Massingill clerk.
Minutes from the September meeting were read and after minor changes, approved. Motion to accept
minutes was made by Trey Picard and seconded by Ellen Eby.
HCES– For security reasons a keypad has been installed on the porte cochere door. A pipe burst in the
extended day building. The pipe was an old, brittle one which broke off at the wall. Glenn Hill came to the
rescue and all is well.
Senior Warden Lori Hawkins reported that the Legacy Planning meeting went well, the attendees were
treated to lunch, and that perhaps some parishioners will remember HC in their wills.
Junior warden report- Nothing to report at this time.
Rector’s Report- We have hired a sexton for the church, Martha Romero. The community Thanksgiving
worship service will be November 20th, at FUMC in Angleton. In regards to the Bar B Q and Bluegrass
fundraiser, Andrea is doing a great job. We have signs to take home with us to place in our yards. Signs for
areas within the city will be placed later. Mother Carol encouraged all vestry members to be a visible
presence at this event. The Church and School Mutual Ministry committee has reached an agreement.
Dianne and Jack have worked with Mother Carol on the covenant. The vestry voted to approve John Fleet
and Bonnie McDaniel as new bank signatories, Additional signatory changes will be made in January when
the new wardens take office. Barbara Thomas will be Senior Warden as Lori Hawkins will be rotating off.
The vestry selected Ed White to be our Vestry representative for the Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment
Board.The financial report was presented by Jack Fleet and accepted.
With no further business, Mother Carol closed the meeting at 8:00 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Pam Massingill
Financial Report
General Fund
Operating Income
Operating Expense
Surplus or (Deficit)

August
14,519.00
18,196.92
(3,677.92)

YTD
135.053.15
151,004.21
(15,951.06)

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures

1,255.00
0.00

16,013.00
12,150.17

Endowment Fund Balance as of 9/30/11 was $461,418.60
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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