HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH
December, 2015 January 2016

Comfortable Words
Inside this Issue!
Page 2  Calendar of Events
Page 3  Quiet Day
 DOK installation
 Confirmation Classes
Page 4  HCES Fundraiser
 Choir Notes
Page 5  Parish Clean-Up Day
 Fry Fridays Coming
Page 6 Vestry Election Results
Page 7  Feasts and Treats
 Event Pics

NEW CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP TIMES

5:00

Nativity Pageant & Eucharist

8:00

This year we will celebrate the
Service of Lessons & Carols with
Morning Prayer on Gaudete Sunday which is the third Sunday in
Advent (December 13th). This will
be a combined Sunday morning
prayer service without Eucharist.
Gaudete comes from the Latin
meaning rejoice- as in Rejoice in
the Lord always, again I say Rejoice! (from Philippians 4:4).

The Service of Lessons and Carols for Advent was originally
celebrated at King’s College, Cambridge, where the Christian
year started with a private service to which members of the
University were invited. The order of service includes old
liturgical forms that vividly express the Church's preparation
for the coming of the Lord Jesus both in the festival of
Christmas and in the consummation of the ages.
The service alternates lessons from the Old and New Testaments with carols and hymns, finally climaxing in St. Luke’s
Gospel, in which the angel brings the news that Mary will
bring forth a son, “and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us.” The service ends
with the Vesper responsory; the good news that the Advent
of the Messiah has now been proclaimed, and all have heard
the promise: “Ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.”

Candlelight Mass with festive
Christmas music

11:00
Candlelight Contemplative
Eucharist

It is thus appropriate that we end
our pledge drive within this service;
when we will dedicate upon the altar

Serving the Angleton community since 1897, we are called
to be a loving refuge in Jesus Christ, welcoming and serving all.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
Breakfast & Bible Study
Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Sunday School

Infant and Toddler care is provided in the Nursery
from 8:15 AM until the 10:30 am. Service ends.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: 979-849-1269
Parish Fax: 979-849-4361
Email: info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address: www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School: 979-849-4602
Extended Day: 979-849-1672
Diocesan Center: 1-800-318-4452
or www.epicenter.org
Fr. Travis: 979-849-1260 or 254-644-4268

Dec. 2 to Jan. 27, Wednesday Evening Bible
Study: video and discussion of N. T. Wright’s
Jesus: The New Way.
Dec. 2, Youth group meets every Wednesday,
in Parish House.
Dec. 8, Vestry Meeting, 6:15 pm
Dec. 10, HCES Christmas Program, 6:30-7:30 pm
Dec. 11, Junior DOK Sleepover
Dec. 12, DOK Christmas Social
Dec. 13, Combined Service of Lessons & Carols
Service, 10:30 am
Dec. 23, No Bible Study.
Dec. 24,
—Holy Eucharist & Christmas Pageant, 5:00 pm

— Holy Eucharist Candlelight Service, 8:00 pm
— Holy Eucharist Contemplative Service, 11:00 pm
Dec. 25, No worship service.
Dec. 27, Return to regular worship schedule.
Dec. 28, Feast of the Holy Innocents, 6:00 pm,
Contemplative Eucharist followed by light hors
d’oeuvres.
Dec. 30, No Bible Study.

OFFICE HOURS
Church Office:
Monday, 9 AM to 12 Noon
Tuesday - Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM

Jan. 3, Youth group with Rob Bell video.

Church School Office:

Jan. 6, THE EPIPHANY: Contemplative Eucharist, 5:00 p.m., followed by —Burning of the
Greens.

Mon. – Fri., 8 AM to 3 PM

Jan. 9, Vestry Retreat, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

CHURCH STAFF
Rector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Travis Smith
Head of School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Standlee
Parish Administrator/Theologian . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . Fr. Preston Weatherly
Minister of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patrick Zelezik
Children’s Ministry Director . . . . . . . . . Kelsey Payne

Jan. 12, No Vestry meeting.
Jan. 17-24, HCES Book Fair
Jan. 29, Church & School Appreciation Dinner,
Parish Hall, 6:00 pm.
Jan. 31, All Parish Meeting. One service at 10:30
am with meeting to follow.

Holy Comforter Vestry for 2016
SENIOR WARDEN, Barbara Marin,
barbarajmarin@yahoo.com
JUNIOR WARDEN, Robert Munro,
itsrobertsfault@yahoo.com
TREASURER, Lee Trusty, leetrusty7@gmail.com
CLERK, Pam Massingill
Kirsten Parks, Kirsten Parks, kirsten6744@gmail.com
Sciobhan Short, snshort80@gmail.com
Eric Herbst, eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Donna Trusty, drummom7@yahoo.com
John Anderson, anjanderson18@yahoo.com
James Northrup, janddnorth@sbcglobal.net

Dec. 2, Doris Jackson
Dec. 15, Eloise Lostak, Clayton Payne
Dec. 16, George Shackelford, Jr.
Dec. 20, Tom Long, IV
Dec. 21, Lonnie Lostak, Beau Peltier
Dec. 22, Bruce Taylor-Hille
Dec. 25, Schiobhan Short
Dec. 26, Kim Graham
Jan. 2, Jamie Pruitt, Kathryn Purdom
Jan. 11, Lou Hunter
Jan. 12, Josh Rankin
Jan. 14, Christi Cole, Mildred Hadley, James
Northrup, Preston Weatherly
Jan. 21, Annabelle Powell
Jan. 23, Kurt Ruthstrom

Jan. 28, Kelley Coats
Jan. 29, Jeremy Pruitt

Bruce Taylor-Hille, taylorhille@yahoo.com

Dec. 13, Katie Journey & Molly LeBoeuf
Jan. 22, Tom & Barbara Thomas

This year’s All Parish Meeting will be January 31
(Pro-Bowl Sunday so no one will miss important
football). We will have a combined service at
10:30 (no 8:30 Eucharist) with the business meeting
afterwards.
It is very important that you attend, in the meeting
we will talk about what we’ve done this past year
and where we hope to go in the next year.

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment
Fund
Balance as of 10/31/15 is $470,985.
Value of mineral properties and other assets is
in addition to this amount.

Holy Comforter Financial Report
General Fund

Tithes, Offerings, & Grants
Expenses and Outreach

Oct., 2015

$33,391
$32.417

YTD

$305,681
$381,556

Special Contemplative Eucharist Service of the

Advent devotional aides . . .

Massacre of the Holy Innocents

Advent devotional offerings help us enjoy and
engage Jesus’ story through the Bible. As we
build towards His birth, it is important to see
how the Bible does the same. God’s Story was
and is no accident…..it had purpose from the
beginning.

The 28th of December is the feast day of a lesser celebrated, but very important commemoration in our
Church Calendar called the Massacre of the Holy Innocents. This day, which is called by other names
(Innocents Day or Childermas or Child’s Mass) dates
as best we can tell to around 500 A.D.

Available for free in the Narthex:


First is a weekly bookmark (four in all) which
have prayer prompts for those who enjoy
Anglican Prayer beads as well as daily Scripture passages in which to read and meditate.
It is meant to fit nicely in one’s Bible; deep
study is the means by which our lives are
changed.



Second, Faithful Facts for Advent by Paul L.
Maier is a devotional booklet looking at
where history might speak to the Scriptural
passages regarding Christ’s advent. It’s an
interesting, quick, daily read for history buffs.
These, too are free for the taking in the Narthex.

The third devotional option is Unwrapping the
Gifts: The Twelve Days of Christmas by Br.
Curtis Almquist. Though it is certainly a Christmas devotion it is an excellent preparation for
meeting Jesus on the 25th. It is a beloved devotional. If you take one, I ask that you write a
check to Holy Comforter for $12 and drop it in
the offering plate at some point. We have 8 cop-

The Holy Innocents were the firstborn boys in and
around Bethlehem under two years old, who were
senselessly murdered at the command of the paranoid
and tyrannical King Herod. This evil was perpetrated
upon the unsuspecting families once the king learned
of the prophecy that the Messiah, which would challenge his rule, would be born in Bethlehem. The text
accentuates the story’s absurdity by showing that Herod
needed foreign dignitaries to explain God’s salvation
story to him. The King did not know His own People’s
Scriptures!
Theologically and thematically these toddlers become a
reminder of the firstborn boys who perished just before
the Exodus out of Egypt; their deaths becoming a vehicle to the Israelites’ salvation. In Matthew, these martyred Bethlehemite boys are linked to salvation by their
spotlighting Jesus’ own escape to Egypt, and are—at the
same time—a foretelling image of Christ’s own gruesome death on the Cross.
The Holy Innocents usher us into the season of Epiphany…..being epiphanal themselves.
The service of commemoration and mourning begins
at 6 pm with special vocal guest, Mrs. Devin Campbell.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres following the service.

New Wednesday Evening Bible Study Series
This 6-part series begins Wednesday December 2
with a video series and discussion of Jesus: The New
Way, by N.T. Wright (noted Anglican Episcopal Bible
scholar).
Dinner at 6:00 with study beginning at. 6:30 in the
Parish Hall.

Time to Commit to 2016

Thank you to all the folks who helped ring
the bell in honor of Billye Carroll, our longtime coordinator for this ministry of Holy
Comforter.

VOLUNTEERS AND COMMITTEE
MEMBERS NEEDED!
Since Lent starts Feb. 10, our first Fish Fry Friday
will be Feb. 12! Consequently, now is the time that
we need to organize our volunteers who will help
prep, cook, serve, and/or clean up. Contact Barbara
Marin soon to pick the job, shifts, and days that you
want to help. (barajmarin@yahoo.com)

Representing Holy Comforter
On the weekend of February 12 and 13, Holy
Comforter will be represented at Diocesan Council
by Dianne & Walt Kilgus and Ellen Eby as voting
delegates. Suzanne Smith will attend as an alternate
delegate (voting only if one of the aforementioned
persons is not able to attend).
If any member in good standing from Holy Comforter would also like to attend Council (paying his
or her own way) and be considered as an alternate
delegate representing Holy Comforter, Travis
would love to hear from you.

2015 has been a whirlwind, considering the
many things for which we can be grateful. We
have been truly blessed by a great and loving God.
However, with enjoying such an existence comes
responsibility.
Already our church community has begun its
collective pledging, living into the sacred theology
of first fruits. Already we are close to surpassing
last year’s pledging, which was a good year as well.
And already this parish has increased its collective
pledging. In all of this we certainly rejoice.
Yet the drive is not complete. The financial
responsibility is everyone’s, each and every
adult communicant. What remains is a $45,
000 deficit and still more families who have not
committed their pledge for next year. Be assured,
it is the responsibility of all members of this beautiful parish to partake of her financial obligations
and to support her ministries, giving in such a way
that this community is free to dream of its larger
purpose. In this, God calls you to play your part.
Give as you have been given.
Our giving next year should be encouraged by
the great things being done even now. By January,
we will have completed the sale of our current
church property (228 Orange) in order to purchase
more appropriate land for parking. We hope to
enhance our grounds with much needed improvements as a continuation of what was begun this
year. We hope to begin a third Eucharistic service;
we hope to kick off a community farmer’s market.
This is only the beginning; dreams beget dreams.
It all begins with meeting our budget year to
year, a budget doing a lot with a little. A budget
that is supported by you. No longer will budget
shortfalls be safety netted by the endowment fund.
From now on, when we don’t have money in the
budget, we will have to cut what we cannot support.
On Sunday, December 13 during the service
of Lessons Carols, our collective pledge cards
and the promised responsibilities behind
them will be dedicated to God on His altar.

Travis+

Congratulations to our newly
confirmed, received, and reaffirmed!
CONFIRMED

RECEIVED

Kelley Coats

Brooks short

Julie Dojahn

Angela Crane

Brooklyn Short

William Dojahn

Cole Crutchfield Nancy Smith

Elissa Shaddock

Molly LeBoeuf

Jillian Thomas

Marlon Thomas

Katie Journeay

Patrick Zelezik

Wesley Parks

REAFFIRMED
Barbara Burkhardt

Suanough Zentell

Linda Gana

Leroy Rankin

Pam Massingill

Betty Mogford

Dorothy Ragain

Riley Mogford

Suzanne Smith

A special thank you
to all the folks who
made the Bishop’s
visit such a success!

Honored
Holy Comforter School invites Holy Comforter Parish to their Annual Christmas
Program, December 10 at 6:30 p.m. in
the church nave. Many parents will be
attending, so please come out and show
your support for our school.

THE EPIPHANY
Contemplative Eucharist
January 6, 5:00 p.m.,
followed by

Burning of the Greens
Come celebrate the Light of
Christ breaking into the darkness
of this world and a good excuse
to have a bonfire!

HCES Book Fair
Jan. 17-24

This past November, Dorothy
Ragain, Dianne Kilgus, and
Barbara Marin were recognized
for their hard work and dedication by the Episcopal Church
Women (ECW) at their annual
retreat at Camp Allen.

School reports Fall Fundraiser at
Market Days went well.

The Mysterious Magi, Matthew 2:1-11
We know of Christ Jesus’ first days
on earth from two places, Matthew’s Gospel and Luke’s Gospel.
Yet in only one Gospel do the
Mysterious Magi, or wise men get a
mention. Grown men journeying in
search of a baby…the question is,
why? Tis the season to slow down
and ponder.
“…we observed the star at its rising
and come to pay him [the child
who has been born the king of the
Jews] homage (NRSV).” They followed a rising star (some translations use the word ‘East’ and others use ‘rising’, the two words are translated from
the same Greek word. The word in 2:2 has a definite article, and since the points of the compass never take the
definite article [the], it does not mean ‘East’, but ‘rising’). What was this star that brought them to the king?
Some say it might have been Halley’s Comet or a supernova (an exploding star). Another theory speculates it may
have been Jupiter and Venus conjoining in the desert sky in 7 B.C. Whatever it was, David Garland notes that
“omens were taken quite seriously. Comets were assumed to signal the birth or death of someone of great consequence. In ancient Rome, Emperor Nero, after a comet appeared over the city for several nights, had several noblemen executed so that their deaths would replace his- just in case.”
Who were these men and where did they come from? They were star gazers with the ability to calculate the planets’ movements. They understood the importance of such a star. The myth of these men has expanded over the
years. The text has no mention of these men being kings or that there were only three- just that they brought
three kinds of gifts; the sort of things that people in the ancient world would think of as appropriate presents to
bring to kings, or even gods.”3 The idea they were kings probably came from OT passages like Psalms 72:10, 15
and Isaiah 49:7. The text says they were men of faith coming to worship their king, not that they were, themselves, kings. N.T. Wright makes a conjecture that these men were perhaps wealthy enough to make the trek to a
far off land.4 This may explain their ability to make the trip, but any dignity they receive is not due to any position
they had, but the actions they made.
From the very beginning, the readers are clued into what kind of men these visitors are; “When Jesus was born…
Herod was king.” Herod, the ruler to God’s people, would be the logical, first-person the travelers would turn.
In the ancient world, “magos” could refer to good or evil men; magi could mean astrologers, men of mysterious
knowledge, dream interpreters, or sorcerers. “As the story unravels we see that these men are no sorcerers but
pious gentiles…come to pay homage to Jesus, the born king of the Jews; and they heed the divine forewarning to
evade the evil Herod.”
Why are these men so important? The first century hearer would identify these magos’ with another magos; Balaam in Numbers 22:5, a diviner who came from the mountains of the East who acclaimed Israel’s king and kingdom (Num 22:7), and prophesied that a star would arise from Jacob (24:17).6 According to apocalyptic (or endtimes) prophecy all the nations would worship the Messiah when he came. These men represented the world as
they bowed down to the ‘king of the Jews’. As well, their arrival reveals the peoples of Jerusalem lack of enthusiasm, and fear from Herod, in the new-born king. The magi’s presence reminds the reader of God’s dependability and exposes his people’s lack of it.

The good news of Advent is
that if we wait, while we wait,
in the waiting, God comes.
The word Advent means “coming.” It is a time to slow down, be quiet and meditate about the real meaning of Christmas. These four weeks before Christmas are a time to
prepare our hearts and our lives as we wait for the coming of Jesus. We focus on the promise that God made to his people and how that promise was fulfilled in Jesus. Advent is also
the beginning of the liturgical year. The season begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and ends on the day before Christmas. It is a time for new beginnings for us as Christians.
In antiquity, purple dye was very expensive, so purple came to signify wealth, power and
royalty. Therefore, purple is the color for the season of Advent, which celebrates the coming of the King. Many churches use blue in Advent which signifies hopeful expectation and
is traditionally associated with the Virgin Mary. Somewhere along the way the third candle
of the Advent wreath turned pink in honor of Mary.

