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Sunday Worship
Schedule

Lent 2012: A Season of Prayer

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Prayer is not asking for what you think you want, but asking to be
changed in ways you can't imagine. ~~ Kathleen Norris
Tuesday, February 21
5:30- 6:30
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Hosted by Boy Scout Troop 531

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow
with us through worship,
prayer, fellowship, and
service at Holy Comforter,
a Christ-centered
family Church.”

Wednesday, February 22
Noon, & 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday: Holy Eucharist
and Imposition of Ashes
3 Wednesdays of Soup & Bread Suppers
Children’s Activities by Reservation
5:30 Soup & Bread, hosted by HC groups
6:30-7:30 Program

What’s Inside
Carol’s Column

Pg. 2

Parish Particulars

Pg. 3-7

Vestry & Financials

Pg. 8

HCES

Pg. 9-10

February Calendar

Pg. 11

February 29: Praying in the Wilderness
The Rev. Peter & Susan Conaty, Speakers.
Supper host: Ushers
March 7: iPray: Doable Daily Prayer
Daniel Russell, Speaker.
Supper host: Choir
March 14: Prayer as Christian Formation
The Rev. John Newton, Speaker.
Supper host: DOK
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column

When I was a child, February promised two things: snow (I grew up in Kansas) and valentines! At
school we fashioned home-made mailboxes from shoe boxes brought from home. We covered them
in white paper, then using Elmer’s white paste, plastered them with pink or red construction paper
hearts. A roomy slit cut across the top provided access for valentines to be delivered into our box.
On Valentine’s Day, during the last hour of class we enjoyed pink cupcakes and heart shaped sugar
cookies while opening our valentine cards. Each of us received a card from every one of our
classmates and the teacher. Nobody was overlooked or excluded from the valentine
sharing. Valentine’s expressions of love, or at least good will, were for every child in the class.
Similarly, as we approach the holy seasons of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter, we remember that
God’s gift of love is for every single person. Nobody is overlooked or excluded from God’s loving
grace. Unfortunately, there are many people who don’t know that they too are included in the love
and grace of God. They think their “mailbox” is empty of valentines, when in reality it is
overflowing.
It is our privilege to share the good news of God’s love with everyone we encounter. Think of it as
sharing a valentine…every person deserves to receive one. Every person deserves to know that they
are loved by God.
God’s love is most tangibly expressed to others through our own words of kindness, grace, and
love. We are called to be the expressed expression* of God’s love for humanity. We might think of
ourselves as living valentines, carrying the message of God’s love to all.
I wish all of you a blessed Valentine ’s Day. May your February be filled with God’s love, received
and expressed, from all and to all.

Carol
*Thanks to Fr. Jack Leighton for this phrase.

2

Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Coffee Hosts for February
5

“Souper” Bowl

12

The Cole Family

19

Ray & Barbara Marin

26

Coffee Host Needed

5

Gracie Kroschel

8

Mike Hattaway

9

Becky Hlavaty

13

Ray Eby

16

Lola Kay Hood

Wednesday, February 29
Praying in the Wilderness

17

William Taylor-Hille

20

Mabel Hamlin

The Reverend Peter and Susan Conaty

21

Ross McCoy
Ray Marin

22

Penney Reed

Please contact Betty Mogford at 979-345-2968 if you would like to sign up.

Lenten Soup & Bread Suppers
Lent 2012: A Season of Prayer

Father Peter & Susan live in West Columbia, where he serves as the
rector of St. Mary’s. Together they steward the Nash Prairie grasslands,
in a partnership with The Nature Conservancy. Last May, Peter was
diagnosed with brain cancer. After their long journey of surgery &
chemotherapy, and what seems like thousands of exhausting visits to the
Texas Medical Center, Father Peter is back at work and they are ready to
share their prayerful journey through the cancer wilderness with us.

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys
at
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
5:00 – 6:30 PM
Every Friday in Lent Holy Comforter will serve
fish dinners to eat in the Parish Hall or to take out.
At $8.00 per ticket, it’s a great meal!

Tickets are available at the door or from any
Holy Comforter Church member.

20 Chip & Christi Cole
27 Lou & Beth Hunter

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month

Buy from Bulk Bins
At health food stores like Wild
Oats/Whole Foods, community
co-ops and even many
supermarkets, you can often get
foods from bulk bins, whether
that's candy, bagels, rice or
honey. Choosing this option will
save packaging waste and you
can get exactly how much you
want. Packaging materials make
up more than 30% of consumer
waste, according to the EPA.
Making a dent in all those
boxes, cans and piles of plastic
wrap will have a real impact.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the
Children's
Ministry
Coordinator…

Shower the people you love with love!

Teacher & Staff
Appreciation Luncheon
Wednesday, February 15
11:00 – 1:00
Hosted by: Holy Comforter Parish
Please bring or send:
Salad or Dessert

This Lent the Holy Comforter Community is once
again joining with other parishes and schools in
the Diocese of Texas to purchase mosquito nets
for the prevention of mosquito born malaria.
Nearly one million people, mostly young
children, die each year from this
preventable disease.
HC’s day school children are going to help us by
collecting “Nickels for Nets!”
Let’s see how many $12 nets the Holy Comforter
Community can purchase…
and how many lives we can save!
Visit www.netsforlifeafrica.org for more
information

Contact: Barb Thomas
979-345-1091
or thomastbj@embarqmail.com
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
The Echo of Ashes

Coffeehouse Theology

“Remember you are dust
And to dust you shall return.”
the large brown bowl
rests on a purple cloth
its roundness holding ashes
freshly burned
black and ready for wearing.
blackened thumbs
press the ancient sign
upon our foreheads.
I hear the message repeated
until it haunts and hunts me down:
remember, remember, remember
you are dust, dust, only dust
someday only dust will remain.
the echo of the Lent-stained ashes
speaks the truth of my humanity:
the humbleness of my beginning,
the simplicity of my departure.
A few wise words echoing through
Ash Wednesday
urge me to deeper things:
renewed dedication,
constant compassion,
and mindful awareness.
I leave marveling
at how simple and sublime
is this envelope of the soul,
which one day returns
to dust, dust, only dust.
Joyce Rupp

9:30 AM
Sundays in the
Parish Hall

Join us as we
grow in faith…together!!

Join us for a
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper,
cooked by our own
Boy Scout Troop 531!
(Under the direction of adult leaders)

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30-6:30
Holy Comforter Parish Hall
Cost: Donation to the Boy Scouts

Ash Wednesday
February 22, 2012
Imposition of Ashes &
Holy Eucharist
Noon & 7:00 PM
7:00 AM Service at St. John Lutheran

5

Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Towards a more profound Alleluia
It is hard to believe that Ash Wednesday and Lent are already upon us, but on February 22 we will begin
our Lenten journey together. During our Lenten Supper Series I will be discussing various ways to find
the spiritual by using technology and other common resources. This got me thinking about Ash
Wednesday and a very famous piece of music related to that Holy Day.
Gregorio Allegri’s Miserere Mei Deus (Have mercy on me, O God) stands as one of the greatest
masterpieces of western music. It is a musical setting of Psalm 51 for unaccompanied choir and a solo
quartet of singers. This work has been sung in the splendor of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican in Rome
since the 1630’s. At some point it became illegal to own a written copy of the music or to perform the
work outside of certain services at the Vatican. The punishment for breaking these rules was
excommunication from the church, a steep penalty for a piece of music!!! The reason for protecting this
piece was because the Vatican considered the work too otherworldly, too ethereal, and too sublime for
mere mortals to understand and appreciate. The music is truly all these things and turns our minds
towards the sacred and away from the world and is that not the point of Lent?
This Ash Wednesday, I invite you to take 15 minutes out of your day to listen to the Miserere and let
your mind drift towards the sublime. Go to the website YouTube and type in “Allegri Miserere Tallis
Scholars” to find a video of one of the best ensembles in the world singing this work. In the video you
will see a main choir singing a verse, then a group of men chanting a verse, and finally the solo quartet in
a side chapel singing their verse. This form repeats for the entire Psalm. When the solo quartet is singing
listen for the female singer who effortlessly floats a high “C,” one of the highest notes a person is able to
sing! They will be singing in Latin so I invite you to bring up the text to Psalm 51 in another browser
window and meditate on the text while the choir is singing.
My hope is that this work can help you begin your Lenten journey by taking you out of the common and
the mundane and turn you towards the ethereal. My you have a blessed beginning to your Lenten journey.
In Christ,

Daniel

Oh God! Why?
Featured in Preston’s Pub
Beginning February 2nd & 16th
7:00 PM at The Parish House

The Scream by Edvard Munch

A men’s Bible study exploring the question
Facilitated by Father Preston
BYOB: Bring Your Own Bible and Brew
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To all the people who so willingly
rang the bell for the Salvation Army
Kettle and are always ready each year
to sign up right after Thanksgiving
holidays:
Mary Ann Thomas & Jessica Munson,
Georgia Powell, Georgene Capps,
Chuck and Dorothy Ragain, Linda
Peck, Thurman Green, Lou Hunter,
James Northrup, Ron & Cindy
Briscoe, John Minkert, Deborah White
& Annabelle Powell, Cathy Helms,
Ellen Eby, George Zwicker, Donna
Trusty, Ed & Sherry White, Barbara
Marin, Steve Hill, Bonnie McDaniel,
Andrea Demopulos, Donna Lewis,
Dorothy Hajecate, Bob Stawarczik,
Trey & James Picard, Shelly McCoy,
and Glenn Hill.
I hope I haven’t left anyone out, but if
I did, please consider yourself with the
group.
I sincerely appreciate all the help,
thanks very much and we will look
forward to next season.
Billye Carroll

Souper Bowl
Sunday!

Everybody wins on
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5th!
Bring your favorite soup, bread, or
dessert for Holy Comforter's
Annual Souper Bowl Lunch, along
with canned soup for the food
pantry, and a cash donation for the
Rector's Discretionary Fund. The
needy of our community will be the
winners...and so will we!

Save the Dates!
Parish Work Day
March 3rd 8:00 – 2:00
Rain date: March 10th

HCES Spring
Carnival
April 14th 11:30 – 2:30
at Holy Comforter!
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on December 13,
2011, with Mother Carol presiding. The meeting was opened at 7pm with prayer and devotional – making
preparations. Members present were Lori Hawkins, SuZan Carpenter, Ellen Eby, Chip Cole, Ed White, Mike
Hattaway, Jerry Powell, and Barbara Thomas, as well as newly elected members Pam Baron and Kerry
Payne. Absent was Trey Picard. Others present were treasurer Jack Fleet, and Pam Massingill, clerk.
Minutes from the November meeting were read and approved.
HCES Report—Staff is busy, preparing for holidays. Reminder was given of their upcoming holiday
schedule. HCES wishes all happy holidays.
Jr. Warden’s Report: Scout building- It’s here and ready to use. Scouts are very excited and Mike
Hattaway thanked the vestry on their behalf. The new building is very nice and blends in with all other
buildings. Mother Carol thanked Jerry for a job well done.
Rector’s Report- presented by Mother Carol
1. A very generous family has offered a “challenge grant” to match dollar for dollar any new pledge as
well as any increase in pledges. As of this writing, the new pledges plus increases total $20K +.
2. It’s impossible to overstate the importance of VPOD duty. Thanks. Pam Massingill is developing the
2012 schedule.
3.

Annual Vestry Retreat is January 20-21 at the Parish House. Our leader is Janet Davis.

Financial Report- Jack Fleet, Treasurer- Jack used same format for his reports and then explained the use of
red and black – black meaning under budget, red over. The treasurer’s report was approved as presented. It
was suggested that we begin the process to update signatories. January 30, 2012 is the date for the new
signers become active signatories.
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:24 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Pam Massingill
Financial Report
General Fund

December

YTD

Operating Income
Operating Expense
Surplus or (Deficit)

34,990.25
20,671.74
14,318.51

209,337.18
206,697.90
2,639.28

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures

525.00
595.00

17,416.00
15,855.54

Endowment Fund Balance as of 11/30/11 was $468,998.01
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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