COMFORTABLE WORDS
…A Monthly Communication from Holy Comforter Church…
Serving the Episcopal Community of Angleton Since 1897
www.holycomforterangleton.org

February, 2014
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments

Sunday, February 2
Following the 10:30 Worship Service
SOUPER BOWL OF SHARING
Bring:
soup, crackers, bread or dessert to share
and a can of soup for the food pantry
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Parish Particulars

The Reverend Carol Blaine -Interim Rector
February, 2014

Dear Friends at Holy Comforter,
There are a number of stories that explain the celebration of Valentine’s Day, but my
favorite goes as follows: "The story of Valentine's Day begins in the third century with an
oppressive Roman emperor and a humble Christian Martyr. The emperor was Claudius II;
the Christian was Valentinus.
Claudius had ordered all Romans to worship twelve gods, and had made it a crime
punishable by death to associate with Christians. But Valentinus was dedicated to the ideals
of Christ; not even the threat of death could keep him from practicing his beliefs. He was
arrested and imprisoned.
During the last months of Valentinus’ life, a remarkable thing happened . Seeing that he
was a
man of learning,
the jailer asked whether his daughter, Julia, might be brought to Valentinus for lessons. She
had been blind since birth. Julia was a pretty young girl with a quick mind. Valentinus read
stories of Rome's history to her. He described the world of nature to her. He taught her
arithmetic and told her about God. She saw the world through his eyes, trusted his wisdom,
and found comfort in his quiet strength.
“Valentinus, does God really hear our prayers?” Julia asked one day.
“Yes, my child, he hears each one,” replied Valentinus.
“Do you know what I pray for every morning and every night? I pray that I might see. I
want so much to see everything you've told me about!"
“God does what is best for us if we will only believe in Him," Valentinus said.
“Oh, Valentinus, I do believe! I do!" She knelt and grasped his hand.
They sat quietly together, each praying. Suddenly there was a brilliant light in the prison
cell. Radiant, Julia screamed, "Valentinus, I can see! I can see!"
“Praise be to God!" Valentinus exclaimed, and he knelt in prayer.
On the eve of his death, Valentinus wrote a last note to Julia, urging her to stay close to
God. He signed it, "From your Valentine." His sentence was carried out the next day,
February 14, 270 A.D., near a gate that was later named Porta Valentini in his memory. He
was buried at what is now the Church of Praxedes in Rome. It is said that Julia planted a
pink-blossomed almond tree near his grave. Today, the almond tree remains a symbol of
abiding love and friendship. On each February 14, Saint Valentine's Day, messages of
affection, love, and devotion are exchanged around the world."
Let us remember this Valentine’s Day - and every day – the power of loving words. What
do you think would happen if each of us sent a special Valentine’s message to someone who
needs to experience the love of God in Christ? It might open their eyes to the light of Christ
in the world.
Faithfully in Christ,
Rev. Carol+
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A NOTE FROM … OUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Holy Comforters,
Another busy month has come and gone successfully. As I write this, I can report that the search
committee has met and been trained by the diocesan representative, Mary MacGregor. They have
a second meeting scheduled February 1. It won’t be long until we as a parish move into the
“Active Search” phase of the search process.
On January, 26th, between services, HCEC held its first ever interactive annual meeting. The
meeting was attended by approximately 75 people. The vestry said good-by to Su Zan Carpenter
and Mike Hattaway as “retiring” members. The vestry welcomed Susan Moore and Eric Herbst as
“new” vestry members. David Shackelford gave the endowment report. Jack Fleet and Allan
Dinsmore presented the financials. Deborah Northrup and Nancy Standlee reported on HCES.
Susan Moore introduced the search committee. After the brief meeting portion , the remainder of
the time was spent, walking, talking, and committing to various ministries. If you were unable to
attend, we will have sign-up sheets on display in Herbst Hall for the next couple of weeks. Please
feel free to commit to supporting one of HC’s many ministries, or start a new one.
February 2, is Souper Bowl Sunday, please bring “soup” for a donation to the food pantry and
money for the rector’s discretionary fund. You are invited to wear a sports jersey representing
your favorite team.
February 7-8, is the 165th Diocesan Council. Council will be held at the Galveston Convention
Center at San Luis Resort. Reverend Carol, Lori Hawkins, Kirsten Parks, Barbara Thomas, and I
are the HCEC delegates. Dianne Kilgus will attend as an alternate. If you have any council
concerns feel free to speak to any of us.
February 11 is the regularly scheduled vestry meeting.
February 14 is St. Valentine’s Day. Love one another.
February 18 the vestry will attend a diocesan vestry orientation webinar.
The rest of the month will have us looking forward to changing seasons. Next month brings Lent
and fish fries. Stay tuned…..
As always, thanks for your patience as we continue in absence of a rector. Thanks for your
participation in all things Holy Comforter. Thanks for continuing to pray.
Humbly yours,
Ellen Eby
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Newcomer Ministry
Mary Parmer, who designed the Diocesan Newcomer Ministry program, tells
how she came to the Episcopal Church. One day a friend called her and said,
"Mary, I'd love for you to go to church with me." The friend didn't ask if she
already had a church or if she was looking for a church. She
just expressed a desire for Mary to attend with her one Sunday -- and Mary did.
The thing is...Mary didn't go back for over a year, and it ended up being a
different Episcopal
congregation that she joined. Just because we don't always get to see the fruits of
our labors, we must not loose heart, but continue the call to plant seeds.
The harvest is ripe, but the laborers are few.
Paula Haenchen

HCEC LENTEN FISH FRY FRIDAYS
Lent and HCEC’s Lenten Fish Fry Fridays are just six weeks away. After my
article in the December newsletter I received several commitments and I am so
thankful for that. In the next couple of weeks I will be getting my notes and
gathering things needed and asking for your help to pull this all off again this
year. I will be posting sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall in the next week or two
and I hope that you will commit to helping, too. We will need help in all areas
from set-up to clean-up, from cutting up fish to battering and frying, from ticket
sales to serving, from dine-in to drive-thru and from Thursday evening prep
time to Saturday morning final clean-up. Below are the dates.
Please check your calendars and get with me to make a commitment soon.
March 7th
March 14th
March 21st
March 28th
April 4th
April 11th
It is something many of us here at Holy Comforter and many
in the community look forward to each year so let’s make it another fun and
successful year. In appreciation of all of you that donate or serve,
Barbara Marin
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February
Anniversaries

February Birthdays

3 Leroy & Miraluna Rankin
20 Leroy & Christi Cole
27 Lou & Beth Hunter

February Sunday Mornings
Bible Study
9:30 A.M. – Parish Hall
Fr. Preston continues to lead
us in a study of
Saint Peter the Apostle
5
8
9
13
15
17
17
21
22

Gracie Kroschel
Mike Hattaway
Becky Hlavaty
Ray Eby
Deborah White
Lola Kay Hood
William Taylor-Hille
Ron Briscoe
Alane Anderson
Ross McCoy
Ray Marin
Penney Reed
Miraluna Rankin
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If you are unable to attend church,
but would like to receive Holy
Eucharist, just contact the church
office at 849-1269 or

Coffee Hosts for February
If you would like to serve, contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com

holycomforterangleton@gmail.com
or
newcomer@holycomforterangleton.org

One of these Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will be happy to bring
Eucharist to you!

FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby

eeby08@yahoo.com

Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long

tomlongiv@yahoo.com

Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com

2 Souper Sunday
9 John & Alane Anderson
16 Leroy & Miraluna Rankin
23 The Taylor-Hille Family

Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Susan Moore Susan.Lee.M@hotmail.com

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

Please help us keep Holy
Comforter’s prayer list
current! Notify the office when
particular prayers are no
longer needed.
849-1269
Mon-Thurs
9-4
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Holy Comforter
Rector Search Committee

Learning something about the history and
traditions of Valentine's Day can enrich
the experience for your children. Consider
explaining that there are many different
kinds of love to honor on Valentine’s Day,
including family love, romantic love, love
for friends, spiritual love, love for pets,
love for the environment. Most of these
are topics children can relate to and can
share their feelings of love.
Sunday School Happenings
February 2nd – Children stay in church
with their families
February 9th – Valentine’s Day Activity
with Kim, Linda & Cecile
February 16th – Loaves & Fishes story
with Sciobhan & Dorothy
February 23 – Godly Play Day with Linda
and Kandy

Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Donna Lewis
Betty Mogford
Riley Mogford
John Minkert
Susan Moore
Robert Munro
Kerry Payne
Sciobhan Short
BruceTaylor-Hille
Ouida Thomas
Holy Comforter’s volunteer bell
ringers for the Salvation Army
were grateful their ministry during
the holiday season was completed
before the January freeze.
Each year, our parishioners are
so willing to participate (some
taking two shifts) and the children
really enjoy it also.
Thank you to each person who
helped collect donations to assist
others less fortunate. Hopefully, we
will see you at the Salvation Army’s
booth next season and may God
bless the members of Holy
Comforter Parish.
Faithfully,
Billye Carroll
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HOLY COMFORTER CHAPTER OF
THE DUGHTERS OF THE KING
The Order of the Daughters of the King is an order for women who take a
lifetime vow to live by the Rule of the Order. The rule of life requires a
spiritual discipline of daily prayer, service and evangelism.
The Holy Comforter Chapter is involved not only with daily prayer, but also
with several projects of service at the Church and also in the community.
During the last 2012-2013 year, they participated in serving as coffee hosts
after the 10:30 A.M. Church services and they made the palm crosses for the
Palm Sunday service.
They made and shipped more than 50 dresses for young girls in Africa.
They donated to the Angleton Food Pantry and also to the True to Life
Backpack program. Single-serve food items are placed by the True to Life
Ministry in backpacks that are given to children on Fridays in order that they
may have food to eat during the weekend. The backpacks are distributed to
local schools, who in turn give them to low-income families’ children. During
the summer a monetary donation was given to this ministry in order that they
could provide meals during the summer for similar children.
In May, crosses were presented to our Church’s graduating seniors from high
school. The daughters also had a reception for them during the coffee hour at
our Church.
Twice a year, members of the Chapter attend weekend assemblies at Camp
Allen or at other participating Churches. In November, 2013, the Chapter
sponsored several Junior daughters to attend an assembly at Camp Allen.
A meeting of the Chapter was held on January 22nd. Discussions were held
concerning new service projects in which we can participate in our
community.
The Chapter is growing in members. As part of the vow of evangelism,
members do all they can through their words and deeds to bring others,
especially women and girls, into a relationship with Jesus and into the
fellowship of the Church.
Annabelle Powell
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Holy Comforter Episcopal School Registration
It’s time to look ahead to the 2014-2015 school year!
We have a number of programs for 3-5 year olds.
Our students enjoy learning phonics, writing, math, life skills,
and social skills in an interactive and fun way. We also provide
special classes such as science, library, music, and Godly play.
Chapel services are on Tuesday and Friday mornings.
Priority registration for current students and parishioners
begins February 10th.
Public registration begins February 24th.
Enrollment is on a first come, first serve basis.
We look forward to another year of growing relationships with
new and returning students.
Please call our office with any questions you may have. 849-4602

Holy Comforter School Children singing at Angleton City Hall
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis
December 10, 2013
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on Dec 10,
2013, with Ellen Eby presiding. The meeting was opened at 7 pm with reading and discussion of Mark
XIII.
Members present were SuZan Carpenter, Kandy Taylor- Hille, Penney Reed, Ellen Eby, Tom Long,
Ronnie Johnson, and Kerry Payne. Members absent were Mike Hattaway and Allan Dinsmore. Also
present were new vestry members Susan Moore and Eric Herbst as well as Reverend Carol Blaine and
Pam Massingill, clerk.
Information: Resignation letter was received from Linda Peck. She will try to stay until we get
someone hired, but no later than May 2014. Linda has Christian Ed plans thru July, 2014 . This is a
new opportunity to challenge all to think outside the box.
Approval of Minutes - The minutes from the November meeting were read. Motion was made by Tom
and seconded by Kandy to accept the minutes. Motion passed.
Reverend Carol Blaine- spoke about changes in societal trends with declining church attendance and
ways to encourage attendance.
Bursers:
Dec-Hattaway and Long
Jan- Taylor-Hille and Dinsmore
VPOD – 22 Dec Hattaway
Upcoming Dates to Note:
Dec. 15- Advent Breakfast at 9:30- Bring breakfast foods such as egg casserole, fruit, or pastries.
Financial Report –After being presented, Kandy moved to accept the financial report and Tom
seconded the motion. Motion passed. Budget due to Vestry by Jan 10, 2014
Compline
NEXT Vestry meeting: Tuesday, January 14 @ 7:00P.M.
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 7:50 pm for a Christmas social.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Operating Income
Operating Expense
Designated Gifts (Memorial, Discretionary Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures

December
21,236
13,325

YTD
280,416
246,013

2,305
504

11,822
11,016

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 12/31/2013 - $455,303.82
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Interim Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2013

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Carol Blaine
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Yuri McCoy
Linda Peck
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Susan Moore

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Kerry Payne
SuZan Carpenter

Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

