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2014
Sunday Worship
Schedule

Epiphany – the Season of Light

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments
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Epiphany is the name of the season of the church year that
follows Christmas and precedes Lent. The name comes from the
Greek word meaning “revealing” or “manifestation.” The
Epiphany season begins on The Feast of the Epiphany, January 6,
and ends on the day before Lent, which is known as Shrove
Tuesday. During these days we remember the way God takes the
initiative to reveal God’s presence to us.
The stories of the season include the story of the wise men
following the star, the baptism of Jesus and the voice from heaven
that names Jesus as the son of God, the call of the 12 disciples, the
Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes, and the Transfiguration
of Jesus on the mountaintop. Through these stories God’s Christ is
revealed to the nations and celebrated as the light of the world. As
we allow the stories of Epiphany to live in our own hearts, we grow
in our identity as a Christian believer, in and through whom God
in Christ continues to be revealed. We become Epiphanies
ourselves as we incorporate Christ in our lives.
The story from Matthew of the visitation of the Magi from the
East represents the many cultures and lands God sent his Son to
save. The Magi were people who studied the stars to interpret their
meaning. These Magi were Gentiles, not Jews, and they
worshipped Jesus. The gifts of the Magi are:
Gold, a symbol of royalty, wealth, and the kingship of Christ
Frankincense, a symbol of divinity and power.
Myrrh, a symbol of suffering and death.
This season of the church year gives us the opportunity to
reflect upon our own Baptism and rededicate ourselves to the
ministry of spreading the Good News of God in Christ.

Parish Particulars

The Reverend Carol Blaine -Interim Rector
January 2014 Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends at Holy Comforter,
For years, when I attended New Year’s parties, I wondered what the
celebration was all about. Were people happy because the old year was
over, or were they happy because a new year was beginning? With the
wisdom that comes from age and experience, I have come to see that the
beginning of every new year offers us an opportunity for a fresh start on life
and faith. Life and time march forward. We can choose to greet the New Year as a welcomed
fresh beginning, or we can yawn and trudge on in the dull, auto-pilot mode.
However, deep within each of us is a yearning for fresh starts. That’s why our games have a
second half, a new inning, a back nine, and a fresh hand that is dealt. When things are going
well, a new start gives us a chance to continue our good streak. When things are not going
well, a fresh start enables us to hit the reset button and begin again.
God provides us this fresh start because of God’s grace and steadfast love. God built into
our lives new days, new weeks, new months, and new years. Each is an opportunity for a fresh
start filled with new opportunities to escape the traps of the past and to find the love, joy,
hope, and peace that his Holy Spirit longs to bring into our lives.
So, 2014 is a bright, shining new year. What are you going to do with it? Where is God
calling you to go in your life with this new start? What opportunities has God placed in your
path for this new adventure? In what ways will you passionately serve God in the days ahead?
Many folks make New Year’s Resolutions, but then routinely break them. Experts say that
these resolutions hold sway over our thoughts for a mere three days or so. However, as
believers in the risen and exalted Lord, we know that fresh starts can be forever. St. Paul
reminds us that our transformation from one degree of glory to another can be a daily thing.
(2 Corinthians 3:17-18)
The year 2014 truly will be a fresh start for Holy Comforter as you look forward to a new
rector, new members, new ministries, and new commitment to God’s plan for you in this place
at this time. Let’s not let this opportunity for a fresh start go to waste. I encourage each of you
to make a fresh start in 2014 by using your time wisely.
Take time to work – it is the price of success.
Take time to think – it is the source of ideas.
Take time to read – it is the fountain of wisdom.
Take time to worship – it is the highway to reverence.
Take time to be friendly – it is the road to happiness.
Take time to laugh – it helps to lift life’s load.
Take time for God’s Word – it brings Christ near.
Take time for God – it is life’s only truly lasting investment.
May God pour his abundant blessings upon this church and upon each of us in the coming
New Year so that our fresh start will bear much good fruit for God’s kingdom.
Faithfully in Christ,

Rev. Carol+
The Rev. Carol Blaine
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A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Holy Comforters,
Since the writing of the last newsletter, we continue to rock along in strong fashion. The search
committee has been selected. They will be trained by Mary MacGregor on January 18, 8-12:30.
Pray for them and the work ahead of them. About 45 members of the parish met with Reb
Scarborough on December 8 to put together a profile for the new rector. Linda Peck hosted a night
on the “Polar Express” for parents of small children who needed a night out. About a dozen and a
half kids participated! The vestry and events committee hosted an advent breakfast for the parish
which had about 100 people in attendance. We even welcomed a new member into our fold. Jace
Pruitt was baptized on December 15. Reverend Carol has become a member of our family. By the
time you are reading this Advent will have come and gone, and Christmas will be upon us.
Epiphany will be ahead of us, as will the Annual Parish meeting which will be held on January 26,
at 9:30. Thanks for stepping up to help out when necessary. Please continue to participate in all
events. Please continue to pray for the vestry and Rev. Carol as we lead in the interim of calling
our new rector. Please pray for our new rector whoever he/she may be. It continues to be my
honor to serve such a special group of people. I appreciate HCEC and HCES more than words can
express. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Humbly yours,
Ellen Eby

Sunday School Happenings in January

5th –
3 Kings Visit with Linda and Kandy
12th – The Baptism of Jesus with Sciobhan and Kim
19th –
Godly Play Day with Tom and Cecile
26th – The Miracles of Jesus with Kandy and Barbara
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Newcomer Ministry
You Count!
With potential new members, we all know that first impressions count...a lot.
Are the pews full? Is the congregation engaged? Are the children's needs
addressed? Is there a sense of joy and fellowship?
God loves Holy Comforter. Our parishioners love Holy Comforter. Your
participation in our worship and at our events can be a very important way to
demonstrate to visitors that they would love Holy Comforter too!
Make a New Year's resolution to be present at Holy Comforter more often not only
for each other but also for future parishioners.

January Sunday Mornings
Bible Study
9:30 A.M. – Parish Hall
Fr. Preston will lead us in a
study of
Saint Peter the Apostle
All leaders of any organization,
committee or team ministry should
contact Senior Warden Ellen Eby
to discuss the plans for the
interactive annual parish meeting.
Telephone: 979-215-3091
Or
E Mail
eeby08@yahoo.com
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The Baptism of Jesus
Sunday – January 12

January Birthdays

Tom & Barbara Thomas
January 22
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11
12
14

15
17
18
20
21
23
28
29

Kathryn Purdom
Jamie Pruitt
Lou Hunter
Yuri McCoy
Christi Cole
Mildred Hadley
James Northrup
Fr. Preston
Beth Hunter
Dylan Hanson
Julie Fleet
Sammy Green
Annabelle Powell
Kurt Ruthstrom
Faith Fields
Kelley Coats
Daryl Lewis
Jeremy Pruitt

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING
SUNDAY
JANUARY 26
9:30
PARISH HALL
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If you are unable to attend church,
but would like to receive Holy
Eucharist, just contact the church
office at 849-1269 or
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com
or
newcomer@holycomforterangleton.org

One of these Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will be happy to bring
Eucharist to you!

Coffee Hosts for January
If you would like to serve, contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com

5
12
19
26

Jodi & Tom Long
Annabelle Powell & Deborah White
Sherry & Ed White
Host Needed

FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby

eeby08@yahoo.com

Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long

tomlongiv@yahoo.com

Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Susan Moore Susan.Lee.M@hotmail.com

Please help us keep Holy
Comforter’s prayer list
current! Notify the office when
particular prayers are no
longer needed.
849-1269
Mon-Thurs
9-4

The Episcopal Church Logo
The white field with a red cross is the cross
of St. George, the patron saint of the
Church of England remembering our roots.
There are nine miniature crosses on the
field of blue symbolizing the nine Dioceses
that met in Philadelphia in 1789 to ratify the
initial constitution of the Episcopal Church
in the United States of America.
The crosslets are formed as a x-shaped cross
of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland
remembering the Scottish Episcopal
Church’s important role in our history as it
was their Bishops who ordained Samuel
Seabury as the first American Bishop (1784) 6
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Stewardship Synopsis

Holy Comforter
Rector Search Committee

Dear Friends of Holy Comforter,
Our 2014 Stewardship campaign is
over, and only a few pledges continue to
come in, so I wanted to update you on
progress for budgeting next year’s
ministries.
We have received $128k in pledges,
with 44 pledges received. This is down
in count from previous years (55 in
2012; 56 in 2013), but we hope more of
our Church family will participate and
turn in cards over the next few weeks.
The very positive news I want to share
is that from those who have pledged,
the sum difference is an increase of
$18k – a 14% increase year over year.
This is fantastic progress and shows a
definite increase in faith! Thank you!
It is not too late to pledge, but please do
so soon. Call or email the church office,
or just add your pledge card when you
present your offering with the Magi at
Epiphany. Pledging makes the cycle of
blessing real and allows us to be
responsible in our ministries in 2014.
Thank you all for your support and love
for Holy Comforter and the Blessing we
provide –

Cy Parks
Stewardship Facilitator

Psalm 50:10 The cattle on a thousand
hills are Mine!

Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Donna Lewis
Betty Mogford
Riley Mogford
John Minkert
Susan Moore
Robert Munro
Kerry Payne
Sciobhan Short
BruceTaylor-Hille
Ouida Thomas

Many thanks to

Linda Peck
for her service to our children
for so many years
in Sunday School and
Godly Play as our
Christian Education Director
(Linda has resigned and we will
miss her dedicated devotion)
Any person interested in the position should
contact the Church office for an application
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis
November 12, 2013
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on Nov 12, 2013, with Ellen Eby
presiding. The meeting was opened at 7 pm with reading and discussion of An Outline of Faith – the Church.
Members present were SuZan Carpenter, Kandy Taylor- Hille, Mike Hattaway, Penney Reed, Ellen Eby, Tom Long,
Ronnie Johnson, Allan Dinsmore, and Kerry Payne. Also present were new vestry members Susan Moore and Eric Herbst
as well as Pam Massingill, clerk.
Information:
Approval of Minutes - The minutes from the October meeting were read. Motion was made by Allan and seconded by
Kandy to accept the minutes with some changes. Motion passed.
HCES Report –Squirrels. All good otherwise, no problems. Thankful for full attendance.
Pastoral Care Ministry Report –Please let Ellen know if someone is ill or in need.
Sr. Warden’s Repor - (Search timeline) – Nominations are coming in and there will be a meeting to discuss the particulars.
Jr. Warden’s Report - Squirrels in the church to be taken care of. Killum came in today, squirrels dropped out of the
ceiling and into the Nave. Killum recommended having a trap. Motion was made. Motion passed.
EA (Ecclesiastical Authority) Report Average Sunday Attendance- Attendance is down a bit but to be expected during transition. It is expected to get better
with the upcoming holidays as well as new search process.
Bluegrass and BBQ- Huge success! A special thanks to Andrea Demopolis, Bonnie McDaniel, Barbara Marin and crew.
They hosted another memorable evening of food, fellowship, and entertainment for the community. Preliminary reports
are that we served ~380 plates of food and made a little profit.
Stewardship- Thanks to Cy and Kirsten Parks the stewardship campaign is underway. They have done some data
collecting, spoken to the congregation, led Sunday school, written the letter to be sent to the congregation, and much more!
Reverend Carol Blaine- new interim supply priest will start November 24.
Rector to Rector- We continue in the “Pre-search” Process. The brochure continues to be under construction. We are
accepting names for the search committee. The vestry will choose the committee at the end of the month. December 1,
Search Committee commissioning. Mary MacGregor will train the committee at a date TBA. December 8, Reb
Scarborough will conduct the rector profile workshop after the 9:30 am service.
Community Thanksgiving Service- Thanks to Eric and Maureen Herbst, we are on track to host another community event.
The service will be November 24 beginning at 6 with a meal and ending after a 7 Eucharistic service.
Financial Report - Everything going well, plate offerings slightly down, but pledges up. Motion was made to accept the
financial report. Motion passed. November 24th Reverend Carol begins so we will pay her as an interim priest.
Financial Committee - Cindy Stevens is willing to join the financial committee.
Reb Scarborough visit – will need a brunch / lunch
Decision
Date to select search committee – November 18th at 5:30 pm
Date/format for annual meeting- January 26th, need some changes in some areas okay “vendor” booths,
try to streamline the business portion of the meeting.
Linda Peck is offering a “Polar Express” child care evening on Dec 13th for parents to go Christmas Shopping.
Compline
NEXT Vestry meeting: Tuesday, December 10 @ 7:00P.M.
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 9:10 pm with the singing of the Doxology.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
November
YTD
Operating Income
12,396
259,180
Operating Expense
19,810
232,691
Designated Gifts (Memorial, Discretionary Fund, etc.)
Income
498
9,517
Expenditures
436
10,482
Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 11/30/2013 - $447,950.69
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Interim Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2013

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Carol Blaine
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Yuri McCoy
Linda Peck
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Susan Moore

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Kerry Payne
SuZan Carpenter

Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

