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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist I
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist II
Sunday School

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments
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Burnin
rning
ing of the Greens
January 5th – 6 PM
The service of the Light of Christ breaking
. world and a good
into the darkness of this
excuse to have a bonfire, drink wassail, hot
chocolate and we will have a huge hay fort
for the kids.

January, 2015 Pastoral Letter
With the story of baby Jesus being so wonderfully rich and jam-packed with theological
goodness, it seems somehow unsatisfying to leave out any of what is going on in Jesus’ first days.
The story of Jesus in the Temple in Luke will not make it in any sermon this year, so I offer my
thoughts here. The twelve days of Christmas and the season of Epiphany is so lovely, we should
not allow it to pass without delving a little deeper into God’s beautiful love story to us. So if you
will indulge me...this scene commonly called the Consolation of Israel. Luke is amazingly
complex while being thoroughly inviting. But before you read further I will ask you to, first,
read Luke 2:21-39.
Luke subtly draws his five characters right to each other; their footsteps seemly
predestined. Under Mosaic Law, neither the baby, nor the father, were required to follow the
mother to the Temple for purification or consecration, yet all three make the trip to Jerusalem.
As these three begin their lives with devotion, they will encounter two that are waiting to end
lives of devotion and piety. They “are evidence that Judaism was still a living religion to those
who made the most of their opportunities.”1
Before the five can meet, Luke must bring them together by way of the Mosaic Law.
There are three, some think even four, different ceremonies cut and pasted together. The first
major rite for every young Jewish boy was circumcision on the boy’s eighth day of life. This
gave him the honor of entering in God’s covenant as had been done with Abraham.
Immediately following, the parents officially gave the child his name (see also Zechariah and
Elizabeth; Lk. 1:59-66).
Secondly, when a mother gave birth, she was considered spiritually ‘unclean’. On her
fortieth day (after the birth) she made her offerings (Leviticus 12:2-8) for purification. This is
why Mary would have gone to the Temple. To be spiritually purified, and therefore be made
‘clean’, any new mom brought—to the priest-on-duty—a year old lamb and a young pigeon if
she could afford it, or two young pigeons if money was tight. Luke writes that ‘they’ offered
sacrifices during this ceremony, meaning Joseph took part in the ceremony, despite him not
having to even be there.
Lastly, almost immediately after the priest gives the ‘o.k.’ to go-in-peace, the two proud
parents proceed to “do what the Law of Moses says should be done for a new baby…” They go
to consecrate the child. Because in Exodus 13:1-2, God has claim over all first offspring in
Israel (God owned every firstborn the baby was consecrated or bought back). The baby had to
be ‘redeemed’ or purchased back from Yahweh (Numbers 3:47-48) when the child was a month
old. “The implication of the ‘consecration’ was a blessing on further offspring and wellbeing.”2 All three ceremonies, according to the Law of Moses, happened at separate times, yet
Luke clumps them together as though they happened all at once. Perhaps it’s to show that Jesus
came from devout parentage, so devout that his earthly father shared in the purification
ceremony with his mother. Luke’s aim was to stress his family’s fidelity to the Law.

2

January, 2015 Pastoral Letter – Continued
But more importantly, the ceremonies are the vehicle to draw them to Simeon and
Anna. The Holy Spirit lead Simeon (Lk.2:27) into the Temple where the new family would be-neither party knowing whom they would meet. Simeon was told he would not see death until his eyes
rested on the Promise spoken to him by God. All his years keeping an eye out; figuring that he
would know what the Spirit meant when he beheld it.
Simeon was a watchman. This was a significant role in the ancient world. Like the magi
were for Matthew, Simeon is for Luke; they remind us of Jacob. Instead of his star, we imagine
Jacob before he dies gazing on his lost son Joseph, “Now that I have seen you and know you are still
alive, I am ready to die” (Gen. 46:30). The Holy Spirit gave Simeon the task of watching out for and
identifying the “good fortune of Israel.”3 What happened to baby Jesus when he was taken to
Church? He was spotted by the Lord’s watchman who was looking for His promise to be made true.
Simeon saw the Consolation of Israel—the one who would console or comfort His hurting people.
The great Comforter was recognized for the first time.
We love a glorious God!
Travis+
Works Cited:
1 Plummer, .A. 1989. The Gospel According to St. Luke; the International Critical Commentary. T &T. Clark Ltd.: Edinburgh. p. 62
2 Fitzmyer, J.A. 1970. The Gospel According to Luke, I-IX; the Anchor Bible, Vol.28. Doubleday: New York. p. 425.
3 Brown, R.E. 1977. The Birth of the Messiah. Doubleday: New York. p. 457.

The Dave Ramsey Series
Are you struggling financially? Do you feel that you work too hard to be so broke at
the end of each month? Maybe you feel that you don’t have a true purpose or goal for your money
and want a fresh start this New Year. If so, please consider attending Dave Ramsey’s “Financial
Peace University”, a 9 week class that teaches you how to get out of debt, build wealth and change
your family’s financial tree.
This is a program that is near and dear to me and Travis and part of the reason why
we are in Angleton. We read Dave Ramsey’s, “The Total Money Makeover” right after we were
married in 2003 and decided to get out of debt. It took 26 months to get out of debt and since then
we’ve never looked back. Following the principles that Dave easily lays out taught us how to use
money God’s way. It has given us financial purpose and a plan for the resources God has given to
us. We were able to pursue what we felt God wanted us to do because we were free from debt.
Talking about finances isn’t an easy thing to do…sometimes there is embarrassment,
shame or just the feeling of being overwhelmed, but we learned by leading Financial Peace
University at another Episcopal church and following Dave’s principles that everyone has the
potential to better their financial circumstances. We are convinced, it’s never about how much
money you make, it’s what you do with what you make that matters most. If you have any tugging in
your heart, curious or maybe even a bit skeptical, we would welcome you to join us. Financial
Peace University will be offered on Monday nights starting Feb 2, 2015 for 9 consecutive weeks.
Child-care will be available at the church so that all who want to come, will be able.
**On average, those attending Financial Peace University pay off $5,300 in debt and save $2,700 in
just 90 days.**

Suzanne Smith
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Parish Particulars

HCEC Lenten Fish Fry Fridays
I know we all have Christmas and family on our minds now but it’s time to
start thinking about and planning for our Lenten Fish Fry Fridays. In the next couple
of weeks I will be getting my notes out, gathering up things needed and asking for
your help to pull this all together again this year.
I will be posting sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall after the holidays and I
hope that you will commit to helping again this year. We will need help in all areas
from set-up to clean-up, from cutting up fish to battering and frying, from ticket sales
to serving, dine-in to drive-thru and from Thursday evening prep time to Saturday
morning final clean-up. Below are the dates.
I ask that you mark your calendars and make plans to help now.
February 20th
February 27th
March 6th
March 13th
April 20th
April 27th
This is something many of us here at Holy Comforter and many in the
community look forward to each year so let’s make it another fun and successful year.
In appreciation of all of you that donate or serve,
Barbara Marin

As the Star led the foreign
wise men seeking the Christ; so
the Holy Spirit draws new
seekers to Holy Comforter.
May our minds be
continually prepared for the
unexpected gift of strangers in
our midst, and let our hearts
be continually prepared to
show God’s love to the seeker.
4

Parish Particulars

FRIENDS OF HOLY
COMFORTER
ENDOWMENT FUND
The Endowment Fund needs to fill
2 slots on the Endowment Fund
Board of Directors. One position is
appointed by the Vestry, that person
being a Vestry member who is
beginning their 3rd year of service on
the Vestry.
The length of the term is 3
years. The other position is filled by
election of the congregation of
someone from the
congregation. This term is for 3
years.
Nominees should be of good
standing and members of Holy
Comforter.
Nominations will be open
through Friday January 9, 2015.
The election will be at the annual
parish meeting on Sunday January
25, 2015. Please contact James
Northrup
(janddnorth@sbcglobal.net or 979848-0518) for more info is needed or
to submit a nomination.
Current EF board members are:
James Northrup, Su Zan Carpenter,
Penney Reed, Cindy Stevens, Kelsey
Payne, and Ed White(resigned).
Ed was Vestry Rep and Kelsey
was filling the unexpired term of
Jack Fleet. Kelsey is eligible for
nomination. Ed's term will be filled
from the Vestry's 3rd year member.

Epiphany
Contemplative
Eucharistic
Service
Tuesday
January 6
7:00 P.M.
Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday
January 25
9:30 A.M.
One service only
10:30 A.M.

James Northrup, Chairman
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SOUPER BOWL
SUNDAY
February 1
Immediately following the
10:30 Mass

Inviting everyone to bring soup, bread/crackers or
dessert.
Also, bring one can of soup for the food panty.
And most important $$ for our Priest’s
discretionary fund
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The Red Door
Have you ever wondered about our beautiful red
church doors? Well, I have many times.
As it turns out, when we enter Holy Comforter
we can find symbolic meaning and inspiration in our red doors.
Did you know the main entrance will be at the west end because
the sanctuary is always symbolically in the east? Our red doors
are ornamented with carvings, panels, iron work, locks and
handles in following with tradition. The doorway is beautiful
because all things here at the entrance to God’s House speak of
Him who said “ I am the Door”.
Many churches, as ours, now have doors painted red,
as a revival of a custom which prevailed in the Middle Ages.
The blood red doors remind us of the precious blood
shed to atone for sin, and to make possible our entrance into
eternal life.
“I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” St. John 10:9
An excerpt from the original dedication ceremony of
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
6 May 1956
Pam Massingill
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

January Birthdays
2

22

Tom & Barbara Thomas

Kathryn Purdom
Jamie Pruitt

5

Melba Davis

11 Lou Hunter
12 Josh Rankin
14

Christi Cole
Mildred Hadley

James Northrup
Fr. Preston
15 Beth Hunter

Yoga

17 Dylan Hanson

Thursday – January 8

20 Sammy Greem

7:00 P.M.

21 Annabelle Powell
23 Kurt Ruthstrom

Parish House
Molly LeBeouf – Instructor

28 Kelley Coats
Faith Fields
29 Daryl Lewis
Jeremy Pruitt

Bring $ 5.00
&
Your yoga gear

30 Everly Forman
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
NEW VESTRY MEMBERS
Riley Mogford
Kirstin Parks
Sciobhan Short
Donna Trusty
OUTGOING VESTRY MEMBERS
Allan Dinsmore
Ellen Eby
Kerry Payne
Penney Reed
FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby
eeby08@yahoo.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Barbara Marin barbarajmarin@yahoo.com

Examine the Resources
Section of our website
for copies of
each week’s sermon

Hosts for JANUARY

beginning with

If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford

December 14, 2014

rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
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The Mogfords

11 HOST NEEDED
18 HOST NEEDED
25 HOST NEEDED

COMMITMENT – 2015
As of this writing, we have
received 39
commitment cards in support of
God’s work at Holy Comforter
in 2015 totaling
$112,050.0
You may submit your
commitment card at any time
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JANUARY, 2015
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Parish Particulars
VESTRY SYNOPSIS

November 11, 2014
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on November
11, 2014, with Father Travis Smith presiding. The meeting was opened at 6:25 pm with prayer and
formation by Father Travis.
Members present were Ellen Eby, Kandy Taylor- Hille, Allan Dinsmore, Ronnie Johnson, Barbara Marin,
Eric Herbst, Penney Reed, and Tom Long. Newly elected members present were Sciobhan Short and
Donna Trusty. Also present were The Reverend Travis Smith and Pam Massingill, clerk. Absent was Kerry
Payne.
Formation - FATHER TRAVIS!!! Genesis 18 Continued
Information - Approval of Minutes – Kandy made the motion and Eric seconded the motion
to accept minutes as written. Motion passed.
Rector’s Report – Allan moved that Father Travis Smith be added and Nina Dianne Kilgus
be removed from the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Motion passed. Youth group is going very well.
Numbers are increasing.
Blue Grass Finalizing – Picking up supplies from Dixie Meat Mkt, lined up the portable
potties, extra foods planned. Bands confirmed, Boy Scouts lined up to help, all rest going fine.
HCES Report - Going well, participating in Market days, hand making pillowcases.
Sr. Warden’s Report – Updated proposal for building extension is now $13,375.00 – approx
10’ by 12’. Eric made a motion to accept the new bid. Kandy seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Flooring bid for the two higher levels, choir room, and vesting room is $3489.00. Allan made a motion and
Ellen seconded the motion to accept the current flooring bid. Motion passed. Mr. Greak is currently
working on the bid for restoring the pews. Discussion took place about possible funding for these capital
improvements.
Jr. Warden’s Report –Chris Benton gave us a bid for repairs needed to be made to our
organ. New speakers needed. Allan moved and Tom seconded motion to increase the original $1500. 00
bid that was approved last month for organ repairs to $5000.00. Motion passed. Paint sample for the
parish hall is on inside closet door. The toilet in the parish house bathroom rocks and the center window
in the living room has slid down in the frame leaving about a ¼ inch or so gap.
Financial Report – Allan explained the financial report in detail. Contingency account is
stable, general account is down due to moving expenses. Audit is still to be completed. Housing account
is up. Motion made by Kandy and seconded by Barbara to accept the financial report as written. Motion
passed. Allan proposed an addendum to drop the rental fee, but increase deposit of church hall rentals.
Allan motioned. Kandy seconded, motion passed.
Discussion
Other - Endowment has offered to pay half the restoration cost of the Emma Cobb Window.
The other half will come from the memorial fund.
Upcoming events:
Nov 15th - Bluegrass and BBQ
Nov 23rd - Ecumenical church service at St. John’s
Dec 10th Father Travis’s Installation
NEXT Vestry meeting: Tuesday, December 9th @ 6:15
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:13 pm with Compline.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report

General Fund
Tithes and Offerings
Expenses and Outreach

NOV.
17,072
29,895

YTD
264,364
235,340

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of Nov. 30, 2014 - $491,972
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Children’s Sunday School
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2014

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Fr. Travis Smith
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Christopher Lo
Kelsey Payne
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Kerry Payne

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst
Barbara Marin
Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

