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The Season of Lent
Sunday Worship
Schedule

February 25 – April 11

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult Christian Ed.
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Children’s Christian Ed.

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow with
us through worship, prayer,
fellowship, and service at
Holy Comforter, a Christcentered family Church.”
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The season of Lent…
Lent….
forty days of invitation to transformation.
Lent invites us to be especially intentional about our
spirituality, to re-center our lives in God, and to reflect
upon how we are living our lives. In our Sundays
together this Lent, we will invite God to deepen our
compassion; to open us to simplicity; to help us more
fully engage spiritual disciplines; to open our hearts to
possibilities for reconciliation; and to plant within us
the desire for intimacy with God.
May this Lenten Season be a holy time for our
Holy Comforter Community and a
transformational blessing to each of us.
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
It was my privilege, along with our delegation, to represent Holy Comforter at the 160th annual Diocesan
Council of the Diocese of Texas, held February 13-14 in Houston. Diocesan Council, or simply “Council” as
its known, is a gathering of representatives from each of the parishes, missions, and institutions (such as St.
Luke’s Episcopal Health System and the Seminary of the Southwest), along with the 400+ clergy serving in
various capacities in our Diocese. In addition to official representatives, observers and guests are present
as well. It’s quite a crowd!
The purpose of Council is to gather together diocesan entities both to worship and to conduct business.
Friday night’s worship service commemorated the feast day of Absalom Jones, a former slave, the first
African American to be ordained (Philadelphia, 1802) in the Episcopal Church. The guest preacher was
The Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter, Bishop of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, whose inspiring words were
beautifully accompanied by the choir and organ of Houston’s Christ Church Cathedral. It is a holy
experience to worship in a gathering of so many other churches, a reminder that Holy Comforter is a small
part of a much bigger whole.
Saturday’s business meeting included addresses by Bishop Wimberly, who will retire this June, and by
Bishop Coadjutor, C. Andrew Doyle. Bishop Doyle affirmed the Diocese’s middle way approach with these
words: We seek the middle way, not as compromise for the sake of peace, but as comprehension for the
sake of truth. Bishop Doyle is committed, as we go forward together, to keeping the main thing, the main
thing, i.e., sharing the love of God in Christ, that we may not be sidetracked by denominational
disagreements. Bishop Doyle also asked for prayer for the 2009 General Convention of the Episcopal
Church of the United States which will convene this summer in Anaheim, California. Go to
www.epicenter.org for more Council info.
The Diocese joyfully welcomed two new parishes into the diocese, who have moved from “mission” to
“parish” status, meaning that they have become self-sustaining congregations. We heard reports on Ike
relief, both good news and bad news. The good news: thus far the diocese has collected $205,000 in its
hurricane fund. The bad news: much more is needed, not only money, but “elbow grease” as repairs
continue, particularly in the Galveston area.
I extend my thanks to Holy Comforter’s delegates: Barbara Marin, Billye Carroll, Lola Kay Hood, and Ed
White along with Don Hood and Mike Hattaway, who served as alternates. They are each a blessing to our
church and our diocese….you were well represented! We are pictured here enjoying dinner together
before the Friday worship service.
Blessings,

Carol
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Spotlight on
Parish Personalities
By Shelley McCoy
Mike Hattaway grew up in Houston. His family did not move to Sweeny until he was
in the 7th grade. His father had taken school pictures all over this great state, and he
considered Sweeny to be one of the better school districts, so he moved his family to
this little town. Mike’s mother didn’t want to teach in the same town in which she
lived, so she taught third grade for Columbia-Brazoria ISD for years and years.
Following in her footsteps is Mike’s wife,Connie, who has been teaching third grade
at Southside for a number of years, and Mike’s daughter, Jennifer, who is now
teaching third grade at Northside. Mike has followed in his father’s footsteps, since
he now goes all over taking school pictures.
When we think about Mike, we often think about Boy Scouts. In 1985, right
after Holy Comforter started up a Boy Scout troop, the Scoutmaster was transferred
through his job. At that time Mike took over as Scoutmaster for Troop 531, and he
has been in that position ever since.
As a parent of one of Mike’s former Scouts, I can tell you that he has taken
an interest in the lives of so many young men, and he has done so much to let his
young charges know he is there for them. Mike is a special man who will always go
that extra mile for his Scouts. He has just the right blend of compassion and humor,
and his level of dedication and commitment is “off the charts.”
I’d also like to mention a time when Mike and my daughter Michaela
worked together. They both had roles in “Miss Ima and the Great Texas Ostrich
Race,” a musical production based on a children’s book written by Margaret
McManis, who was Southside librarian at the time. Mike played the role of Governor
Hogg, Miss Ima’s father, while Michaela played the ostrich. All went well throughout
rehearsals, but on opening night, Mike fell off the stage and was really hurt, but as
they say, the show had to go on, and it did. Some of you may not have known about
Mike’s acting career, but now you do!
While we get to see Jennifer and Mike Hanson and their children at
church, Mike and Connie’s son Clint and daughter-in-law Chrisann are currently
living in Salina, Utah. Clint is in a plant manager program, so he is transferred every
few years in order to learn all the various facets of his job.
When I asked Mike what he would like for our congregation to know about
him, he said he wants each of us to know he is very sincere when he says that he
enjoys his church family!
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Community Food Pantry
Please remember the needy of our community and give
generously to those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as well
as monetary donations, will be forwarded to the local Food
Pantry by the Church Office.

HCEC Parishioners,
Thank you so much for the delicious appreciation
lunch. It was so nice to share that time together. We
truly enjoyed it!
Love,
HCES

Please offer up your prayers for the brave members of the
Armed Forces:
Morrie James Fanto, Zach Fulton, Clayton Hinchman, Joey
Hines, Laura Knapp, Michael May, Cale Reeves, Matthew
Ridenhour, David A. Spoor, Lisa Talley, Hunter Talley,
Bradley Ross Thomas.
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Sarah Minkert
Kay Stawarczik

7

Jackie Warren

9

Gracie Kroschel

10

Pat Peck

11

Mark Neal
Chip Cole

16

Thurman Green
Micah Hanson

22

Gwen French
Donna Lewis

24

Sherry White

27

Bob Stawarczik

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month
Buy eco-friendly products
at www.letsgogreen.biz
See the insert in this
newsletter....
Holy Comforter receives
25% of your purchase! You
can bless the earth and
bless the church, all at the
same time!

11 Heath & Cherie Burns
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
From the…

…Childrens’ Ministry Coordinator
Childrens' Christian Education is moving right along this year. We are currently studying
Creation and from there will move on to learn all about Holy Week and Easter and what
this special time means in our church. We are planning to have our annual Easter Egg
Hunt immediately following the 10:30 service on Easter Sunday, April 12. I am looking
for volunteers to donate stuffed eggs for the hunt, so if you, your family or your church
organization would like to help by donating a few stuffed eggs please let me know!
Our nursery is in tip-top shape thanks to Mrs. Irma. If you haven't stopped by to see how
things look since our new paint job and since things have been reorganized then you
need to stop in for a visit. Mrs. Irma and the babies and toddlers would welcome the
hello!

Cherie Burns

Boy Scout Buzz.....
Angleton Boy Scout Troop 531 had quite the experience in January!
Eleven Scouts and four Scout leaders traveled to Barksdale Air Force Base in
Shreveport, Louisiana, where they were briefed by pilots, life support personnel,
recruiters, and engine craftsmen alike. The Scouts got to view several planes up
close, including an A-10 and a B-52, and even got to try on and handle
equipment.
As part of their community service project, the troop took part in the restoration of
a B-58 “Hustler”, on loan from the U.S. Air Force Museum System.

5

Lent and Holy Week Events…
Events…

Palm Sunday, April 5
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 9
7 p.m. Service of Holy Eucharist
Foot Washing
Stripping of the Altar
Prayer Vigil until 10 p.m.

Good Friday, April 10
7 p.m. Solemn Service &
Stations of the Cross

Easter Sunday Celebration,
April 12
Holy Comforter Community Breakfast,
9:00 a.m.
One Service of Holy Eucharist,
10:30 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt, Noon

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys!

Donate an Easter lily in
remembrance of, or in
thanksgiving for, the
ones you love! Forms
will be available in the
bulletins beginning March 22nd or
you can stop by the Church Office.

The Echo of Ashes
“Remember you are dust
and to dust you shall return.”
the large brown bowl
rests on a purple cloth
its roundness holding ashes
freshly burned
black and ready for wearing.
blackened thumbs
press the ancient sign
upon the waiting foreheads.
I hear the message repeated
until it haunts and hunts me down:
remember, remember, remember
you are dust, dust, only dust
someday only dust will remain.
the echo of the Lent-stained ashes
speaks the truth of my humanity:
the humbleness of my beginning,
the simplicity of my departure.
A few wise words
echoing through Ash Wednesday
urge me to deeper things:
renewed dedication,
constant compassion,
and mindful awareness.

Every Friday in Lent the men of Holy
Comforter will serve up fish dinners to eat in
the Parish Hall or to take out. At $7.50 per
ticket, it’s a great meal!

I leave marveling
at how simple and sublime
is this envelope of the soul,
which one day returns
to dust, dust, only dust.

Thanks, Bob Stawarczik for bringing back this
HC tradition!

---Joyce Rupp
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Lent and Holy Week Events…
Events…
What is a Labyrinth?

Lent 2009
Art & Soul…
Soul….
Image, Music, Word
A labyrinth is an ancient symbol that relates
to wholeness. It combines the imagery of
the circle and the spiral into a meandering
but purposeful path. The Labyrinth
represents a journey to our own center and
back again out into the world. Labyrinths
have long been used as meditation and
prayer tools. At its most basic level the
labyrinth is a metaphor for the journey to
the center of your deepest self, to the
Christ within, and back out into the world
with a broadened understanding of who
you are. In the labyrinth below, one can
easily see the four arms of the cross.
Labyrinths and mazes have often been
confused. When most people hear of a
labyrinth they think of a maze. A labyrinth is
not a maze. A maze is like a puzzle to be
solved. It has twists, turns, and blind alleys.
It is a left brain task that requires logical,
sequential, analytical activity to find the
correct path into the maze and out.
A labyrinth has only one path. The way in
is the way out. There are no blind alleys.
The path leads you on a circuitous path to
the center and out again. A labyrinth is a
right brain task. It involves intuition,
creativity, and imagery. With a labyrinth
there is only one choice to be made. The
choice is to enter or not. A more passive,
receptive mindset is needed. The choice is
whether or not to walk a spiritual path.

Food for the Body: 5:30 p.m.
Food for the Soul: 6:00 p.m.
Sunday
March 8

Images of Faith
The Iconography of
The Rev. Dr. Mary Green
Hosts: Choir & Liturgy

Sunday
March 15

Music for the Soul
The Music of
Brother Michael Gallagher
Hosts: Ushers

Sunday
March 22

Words of Art
The Poetry of
The Rev. Andy Parker
Hosts: DOK Chapters

Please bring your favorite soup or bread or
dessert and join us in the Parish Hall for
the beauty of

Art & Soul…
Soul….Image, Music, Word
Join us for a Quiet Morning of Prayer and
Meditation with the outdoor Labyrinth
Saturday, March 28
at Holy Comforter
10:00 a.m.-Noon
Come & Go
(weather permitting)
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Vestry of Holy Comforter was held on 13 January 2009, the Rev. Carol
Petty, presiding. Attending: Lola Kay Hood, Dianne Kilgus, Jerry Powell, Chip Cole, Barbara Marin, Barbara
Thomas, James Northrup, Lori Hawkins. Absent: Mike Hanson Also attending: Doris Jackson, Retiring
Vestry Person; Linda Peck, Treasurer; Jackie Warren, Clerk.
The minutes of the December 2008 meeting were approved as presented.
James Northrup, reported progress on the recently purchased property. He is taking bids on the house and
building. Dianne Kilgus announced Day School Appreciation Day on February 18.
Mother Carol announced that Cherie Burns will assume the position of Christian Director. Deborah Northrup
and Cherie are preparing to reinstate Godly Play in our Christian Education Program. It was suggested that
we consider the possibility that our Newsletter only be e-mailed or mailed to shut-ins. The rest could be
picked up at the Church by the Parishioners. If this change is made, it will be done slowly and with a great
deal of communication. James Northrup will assume the Junior Warden’s position and Barbara Marin
continue as Senior Warden.
The following time line for Facilities Upgrade, was presented by the facility committee: David Shackelford, Don
Hood, James Northrup. It was approved by the Vestry.
Step One- 2008 (accomplished!)-- Exterior clean up; prayer garden.
Step Two- 2009 --remodel kitchen and refurbish parish hall (rough estimate- $41-45K); remove front part of
Lee Hall & enclose/fix up garage for storage. Scouts will meet in parish hall temporarily.
Step Three- 2010--refurbish entire first floor of church building (beyond parish hall) --hallways, restrooms,
Narthex, Nave, perhaps reconfigure rooms. Pew cushions?!
Step Four-2011/2012--New construction across the street: Additional classroom space/office. Multipurpose
space for church/scouts/school; Parking lot, other?
Step Five-2013 Refurbish upstairs of church building for church use; consider enlarging parish hall.
Budget Committee, consisting of Doris Jackson, Linda Peck, Dianne Kilgus and The Rev. Carol Petty
presented a proposed budget for 2009 in the amount of $192,80; it was accepted.
Financial Report was presented by Linda Peck and was approved as presented. The meeting closed with
prayer.
Faithfully submitted,

Jackie Warren
January 2009
January Total Income
January Total Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

21,227.00
17,234.95
3,992.05

YTD Pledged Income
YTD Pledged Income Received
Surplus or (Deficit)

10,027.50
15,305.00
5,352.50

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

21,227.00
17,234.95
3,992.05
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Worship Leaders Schedule
March 2009
DATE

SUNDAY

LECTOR

01
March
2009

1st
Sunday
in Lent

Shelley
McCoy

08
March
2009

2nd
Sunday
in Lent

15
March
2009

PRAYERS
OF
THE
PEOPLE

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTER

ACOLYTE

8:30
Service
LEM,
LECTORS,
PRAYERS

SuZan
Carpenter

Ed White
Lisa
Fitzpatrick

Brook Eby
Kevin Cole

The Drings

James
Northrup

Jackie
Warren

Mike Hattaway
Jackie Warren

Peter Neal
Mark Eby

John
Minkert

3rd
Sunday
in Lent

Ray Eby

Penney
Reed

Lori Hawkins
Ray Eby

Ray Eby
Mason
Hawkins

Paula
Haenchen

22
March
2009

4th
Sunday
in Lent

Tom
Long

Heath
Burns

Jackie Warren
Ed White

Kevin Cole
Peter Neal

The Drings

29
March
2009

5th
Sunday
in Lent

Brook
Eby

Lisa
Fitzpatrick

Lori Hawkins
Lisa
Fitzpatrick

Mason
Hawkins
Brook Eby

John
Minkert

Note: If you are unable to serve, please contact a
replacement. Thanks and God bless!! --Lisa
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