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Lenten Schedule
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Each Friday throughout Lent, Feb 19-March 26
Lenten Fish Fry
5-7 p.m.
3 Sundays of Soup & Bread Suppers
5:00 Soup & Bread, hosted by HCEC groups
5:30-6:30 Interactive Program: A Season of Healing

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow
with us through worship,
prayer, fellowship, and
service at Holy Comforter,
a Christ-centered family
Church.”

March 7: Healing Body & Soul Host*: Choir
March 14: Healing Relationships Host*: DOK
March 21: Healing Others Host*: Ushers
*Hosts provide set-up and clean-up only.
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Maundy Thursday, April 1
7:00 Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday, April 2
7:00 Solemn Service followed by
Stations of the Cross
Easter Sunday, April 4
9:00 Vestry Easter Breakfast
10:30 Service Only
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
Our journey through Lent continues...in the Sunday Gospel readings, we travel with
Jesus toward Jerusalem. His face is set; his fate is sealed. Once more we will watch in
painful silence as Jesus is betrayed by a disciple, deserted by his friends, and ruthlessly
executed by his enemies. The powerful will seem to have conquered, but appearances
can be deceiving.
Although we know of the coming glory of resurrection, we linger here in the darkness
awhile to contemplate Jesus’ passion and the difference it makes in our lives. Because
of his passion, we can know without doubt that we are completely and eternally loved,
not because of who we are, but because of who God is. Because of his passion, we are
welcomed into the Kingdom of God, no matter where our staggering steps may have
taken us before. Because of his passion, we are forgiven and invited to live a life of
wholeness and healing, invited to a resurrection life.
A Season of Healing is our theme for Lent this year and we will explore it together
through the Lenten Soup & Bread Supper programs on Sundays, March 7, 14, and 21.
Each Sunday evening, I will lead us through interactive engagement (read: art, drama!)
of select gospel passages. We will consider Jesus’ healing of the paralyzed man, Luke
5:17-26; Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32; and Jesus’ anointing by
Mary, John 12:1-8. As the scriptures come to life for us, we will welcome God’s
healing touch on our own lives and consider how we can bring healing to
others. Please join us as we experience Lent: A Season of Healing!
Easter finds its most powerful meaning for those who engage a Holy Lent, so I’ll hope
to see you each Sunday morning and Sunday evening this season as we journey together
to the cross.

Carol
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Growing in Christ
Opportunities abound for
Growing in Christ!

Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,
Comforter Kids (ages 2-4) learn the
stories of Jesus with teachers Kim
Peck and Mikayla Pierce;
school-agers enjoy Godly Play
under the guidance of a team of
teachers; and adults share in
thoughtful theological discussion in
Coffeehouse Theology, facilitated
by Mother Carol.
Won’t you join us as we grow in
knowledge and grace through the
wisdom of scripture?

A Blast
from the Past!
On Sunday, March 21, we
welcome former HC Rector
Todd Ousley to the pulpit!
Todd is now The Rt. Rev.
Todd Ousley, Bishop of
Eastern Michigan. He will
be "in the neighborhood"
for a Bishop's meeting and
is looking forward to
worshiping at Holy
Comforter once more.

Troop 531 served up delicious
pancakes for our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake supper on February 16!
Pictured with the scouts is
scoutmaster extraordinaire,
Mike Hattaway.

Gifts Received
In Memory of1
Nancy Smith Runkel
Helen Caldwell
Walter Fitzpatrick
Don & Lola KayHood
Walt & Dianne Kilgus
Frances McDuff
Brazoswood High School English Dept.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
161st Diocesan Council
Over 1,000 delegates of the Diocese of Texas met in annual Council on February 13 &14 in
Killeen. Holy Comforter's delegation included: Tom Long, Ed White, Mike Hattaway, Sr.
Warden Lori Hawkins, and Mother Carol. The atmosphere of council was warm and collegial.
We enjoyed worshiping with the gathered church on Friday night, followed by a delicious BarbB-Q dinner. The business meeting began Saturday morning and continued until 1:30 p.m.
Details of the meeting, including the Bishop's Address can be found at www.epicenter.org .
In the midst of nationwide schism among congregations and several diocese, our Bishop is
committed to the Diocese of Texas remaining unified within our diversity. We are One Church,
Episcopalian and Anglican, and will remain so. To that end, a resolution of Unity was
overwhelmingly passed by the Council; the resolution is found below. Each of your delegates is
grateful for the opportunity to serve Holy Comforter in this way. Please contact any of us if you
have questions about the meeting.

A Resolution of Unity within our Diversity as the Episcopal Diocese of Texas
Whereas, the Episcopal Diocese of Texas is a large and diverse diocese that expresses the
Kingdom into which God invites all people; and,
Whereas; God the Holy Spirit works in and through our creative diversity to nurture, expand, and
transform us ever more deeply into the people we are called by God to be, be it;
Resolved, that the 161st council of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas claims unity in the midst of
our diversity through the gifts of our shared Baptismal Covenant and our common conviction and
proclamation that Jesus is Lord; and, be it further,
Resolved, that all sorts and conditions of humanity, regardless of gender, ethnicity, race,
nationality, or sexual orientation, and especially all of God’s children entrusted to our care, are
loved beyond measure by God in Christ, are welcomed and valued in our institutions, mission,
ministries and parishes, and are a blessing to our collective life as we engage together in mission
and ministry; and, be it further,
Resolved, that all people in our communities and their relationships receive the pastoral care,
time, attention and honor they are due as God is revealed in and through them and as God works
to change us all into a holy people.
Submitted by: The Rev. Chris Bowhay, St. Thomas;, Houston; the Rev. David Boyd, St. David’s,
Austin; the Rev Russ Levenson, St. Martin’s, Houston; the Very Rev. Joe Reynolds, Christ
Church Cathedral, Houston; the Rev. Larry Hall, St. John the Divine, Houston; the Rev. Lisa
Hunt, St. Stephen’s, Houston; the Rev. Stuart Bates, St. Francis’, Houston; the Rev. Dick Elwood,
St. Martin’s, Houston; Laurie Eiserloh, St. David’s, Austin; Jim Cowan, Trinity, Houston.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Coffee Hosts for the month of March
7

March – Lisa Fitzpatrick & Nelda Lewis
14
21

28

March – John & Laurie Gearhart
March – Ron & Cindy Briscoe

March – Betty Mogford, Lila Von Tress, Kathryn Purdom

2

Sarah Minkert
Kay Stawarczik

7

Jackie Warren

Please contact Betty Mogford at 979-345-2968 if you would like to sign up.

An Opportunity for Seniors!
You only Die Once author, Margie Jenkins, will speak
at St. John the Divine, Houston, Tuesday, March 9
as part of a Diocesan speakers series for Hand in
Hand with Seniors. Her topic will be Live Bodaciously
and Plan to Finish Well. Jenkins is a social worker of
30 years, psychotherapist, public speaker, lecturer
and newspaper columnist, nationally recognized for her
work with end-of-life planning issues and noted for
her sensitivity, humor and clinical practicality. For
more information, please contact Sally Rutherford at
713.520.6444 ext. 1007.

10 Pat Peck
11 Mark Neal
Chip Cole
16 Thurman Green
Micah Hanson
22 Gwen French
Donna Lewis
24 Sherry White
27 Bob Stawarczik

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the
month

Save Big Money
on Media
Use Goodshop by
Goodsearch
whenever you purchase
goods online.
List Holy Comforter as
your charity of choice and
we will receive a
percentage of your
purchase price!

Honor your loved
ones with an Easter
Lily! Forms will be
available beginning
March 14th.

Instead of buying small
mountains of books,
CDs, DVDs and even
magazines that you
barely use, check
materials out of your
neighborhood library, or
relax inside the quiet
halls and browse on site.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the Children’s Ministry…..
I’m sure you are all aware that Cherie Burns, our Christian Education
Director, has moved to Abilene. But with the unwavering dedication of
our Christian Education teachers both the Godly Play and the Comforter
Kids Sunday classes have continued. The children in the Comforter Kids
class (ages three through five) have been learning about the Old and New
Testament through The Read-Aloud Bible Stories. The children in the
Godly Play room had stories covering the Old Testament and are learning
about some of Jesus’ parables. The Godly Play room has been supplied
with many materials that we use to teach the Godly Play lessons. Mike
Baron is finishing the last touches needed for a children’s altar and
table. We can’t thank our parishioners enough for their dedication and
support they have given our children.

Deborah

Music Notes
Rite
te 1 in our morning worship. The
During March we continue with the Lenten Disciplines of using Ri
new [old 1940 hymnal] responses are going well, and the congregational
congregational singing remains strong.
The Choir is practicing for Maundy Thursday and Easter, so look forward to a glorious celebration
next month!
On a personal note, many thanks for the prayers and good wishes upon the birth of our grandson,
William Samuel McClure, in Nashville, TN on Feb 2. All are doing well, and we look forward to a
little visit here in late March when you can greet him in person.
person.

John
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys!
Once again we will be having our annual Lenten Fish Fry.
Please sign up for the week or weeks you can help and areas where you can
help; see sign up sheet in the Parish Hall. Jobs include: cooks, runner, line
servers, ticket/money taker, and dessert providers.
If you are unable to help, please come and have supper and
fellowship with us! Bring a friend or two with you, or tell
your friends and neighbors about the Fish Fry.
We will be serving fish, French fries,
beans, hush puppies, and tea.
All this for only $7.50.
Take out boxes will be available.

A long time HC tradition is Lenten Soup & Bread Suppers; a simple meal, for a
simple season. This year we’ll have three suppers, each hosted by a Holy
Comforter group. The hosts set up and clean-up; parishioners bring a favorite
homemade soup and/or bread! Host schedule is: March 7: Choir; March 14: DOK;
March 21: Ushers. Host groups should arrive at 4:30 for set-up.
Supper will be served at 5 p.m., followed by the programs from 5:30-6:30.
In keeping with our Lenten theme: A Season of Healing, Mother Carol will lead us in
an interactive series of programs about healing. See her column in this newsletter for
more detail.
7

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on January 12, 2010, with the
Rev. Carol Petty presiding.
Those members present were: Lori Hawkins, Barbara Thomas, Dianne Kilgus, Lola Kay Hood, James Northrup, Trey
Picard, Jerry Powell and Ed White. Not present was Chip Cole. Also present was Barbara Marin, Clerk of the
Vestry. The meeting began with prayer by the Rev. Carol Petty.
The minutes of the December meeting were presented and accepted with the correction of the date to December 8,
2009. The motion was seconded and passed.
Mother Carol presented the report from HCES. Registration for the 2010-11 school year for parishioners and returning
families will begin Monday, February 15th. The Spring Fling fundraiser will be on April 24th at the Angleton Middle
School. The school and church were able to provide 20 children in Brazoria County in protective custody with three
wishes thru the CPS Christmas Partners Project.
Barbara Marin gave a final Senior Warden report thanking the vestry members for their service and welcoming Trey
Picard and Ed White as new vestry members. James Northrup gave the Jr. Warden Report. He reported that the
Parish Hall renovations were complete.
Mother Carol presented the vestry with a copy of her report. She reminded the vestry of her doctoral class, January 1829, and noted that she will be out on Sunday, Jan. 24th. She is working with Lori Logsdon on a covenant for mutual
ministry for solidifying the church/school relationship and clarifying policies for shared space and expenses. The
Covenant for Mutual Ministry, HC church and school was presented for review, thoughts, discussion and feedback from
the vestry. Mother Carol will continue to work with Lori on the agreement.
The Budget for 2010 was presented for review. Mother Carol presented a proposal on the church secretary’s
hours. Her hours would be 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Mon.-Thurs. A motion was made, seconded, and passed. Mother
Carol reported that not all pledge cards have been turned in. James Northrup agreed to verify the numbers for the
costs of lawn care and also agreed to contact bank about lease agreement on credit card machine. A motion was
made to wait until the February meeting for approval of the budget. Motion seconded and passed.
The Financial Report was presented by Dianne Kilgus, Treasurer. Motion was made to accept report as presented.
Motion was accepted and passed.
With no further business, the meeting closed at 9:10 with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Marin, Clerk of the Vestry
Financial Report
General Fund

January

Operating Income
Operating Expense
Surplus or (Deficit)

16,870.83
22,924.19
(6,053.26)

YTD
16,870.93
22,924.19
(6,053.26)

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures

26,790.00
1,207.72

26,790.00
1,207.72

Endowment Fund Balance as of 12/31/09, as reported in 1/17/10 Annual Report:
$627,097.69 Value of mineral properties is in addition to this amount.
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