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2 More Wednesdays of Soup & Bread Suppers!
Children’s Activities by Reservation

Sunday Worship
Schedule

5:30 - Soup & Bread, hosted by HC groups
6:30-7:30 - Program

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement

March 7: iPray: Doable Daily Prayer
Daniel Russell, Speaker.
Supper host: Choir
March 14: Prayer as Christian Formation
The Rev. John Newton, Speaker.
Supper host: DOK

“All are welcome to grow
with us through worship,
prayer, fellowship, and
service at Holy Comforter,
a Christ-centered
family Church.”
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Maundy Thursday, April 5th
7:00 PM Holy Eucharist and Foot Washing
Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday, April 6th
Noon: Stations of the Cross
7:00 PM Solemn Service
Alleluia! Easter Sunday, April 8th
9:30 AM Vestry Easter Breakfast
10:30 AM One Service Only
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
This month, in lieu of a usual column, I offer you these
Lenten thoughts from Br. Curtis Almquist, SSJE:
Love the emptiness. If you do not have space in your soul – that is, if you keep yourself filled on food or
constant activity or ever-new ideas – if you do not have space in your soul, your desire will be blunted or
even perverted. We have been created with the gift of desire, to long for, to anticipate. I think that God
mostly reaches out to us in the form of our desire, which springs from some need, some emptiness. If your
life is absolutely stuffed, you will miss the real thing, what Jesus called “the food that will last.” Please
pardon this pun: to find the food that will last, you may need to fast… Fast from where you are too full.
Open some space in your soul, and love the emptiness. Listen to your desire, which is where God will come
knocking on the door of your soul.
Believe less. By this, I’m not suggesting to willy-nilly discard a verse from the Bible here, a phrase from the
Nicene Creed there. By saying “believe less” I’m not suggesting tossing but rather reclaiming. If you’re
finding yourself just now rather scattered or confused, then go deeper, to the bedrock of your soul where
you’re not confused. In Jesus’ day where there were endless rules, doctrines, practices, and commandments –
which were not altogether helpful to everyone’s program – he was asked, you’ll recall, “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” And Jesus answered: “Love God with all your heart, and soul, and
mind.” That’s number one. And number two: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you find that in this
season you cannot believe more, then believe less, something profoundly less. So go deeper. Get out of the
confusions of your head and go deeper into your heart. Conform your life around the priority and practice of
loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and loving your neighbor as yourself.
Gather up the fragments. Your life is in pieces. There’s been this, and there’s been that. Some of it has
been good; some of it, not. Your life is in pieces and yet they weave together into this most amazing tapestry.
It does all hold together. Some of us, if left alone, only see the back side of the tapestry, where there are lots
of stray threads and knots and pulls. The front side is often quite a different picture the way the shape, form,
color, design holds together… which is how others see us; which is how God knows and sees us. If there are
pieces in your past that you think don’t fit in your present, I probably beg differ with you. It all belongs
somewhere, someway. God is very frugal in this way. In the vocabulary of the church, we call this
“redemption.” Nothing is wasted; nothing is to be wasted. It all belongs, it all forms part of this majestic
tapestry called “your life,” like none other.
So, in this Lenten season we are invited to: Love the emptiness; Believe less; and Gather up the
fragments.
Blessings for a Holy Lent,

Carol
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Coffee Hosts for March
4 Zwicker/Petty

11 The Taylor-Hille Family
18

Coffee Host Needed

25

Coffee Host Needed

Please contact Betty Mogford at 979-345-2968 if you would like to sign up.

SHARING FAITH

Plan to join fellow Episcopalians
on April 26th for an evening of
food, fellowship, and faith
building. Small groups across
our diocese will meet together in
homes to partake in a simple
meal and share stories of our
faith based on question cards.
This is wonderful opportunity to
grow relationships and
experience Jesus in one
another. For more information
and to register go to
www.epicenter.org or see
Pam Baron.

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys
at
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
5:00 – 6:30 PM
Every Friday in Lent Holy Comforter will serve
fish dinners for dine in, take-out, or drive-thru.
At $8.00 per ticket, it’s a great meal!

Tickets are available at the door or from any
Holy Comforter Church member.
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Kay Stawarczik

7

Jackie Warren

9

Cody Payne

11

Chip Cole

16

Thurman Green
Micah Hanson

22

Donna Lewis

24

Sherry White

27

Bob Stawarczik

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month

Save Money on
Laundry Loads

If you are in the
market for a new
washing machine,
make sure you get a
front-loading model,
which uses a third less
water, heat energy and
detergent than
standard top-loading
designs.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Towards a more profound Alleluia
During the Season of Lent we have been singing a Taize chant during communion as a time for prayer and
meditation. I thought I would share more with you about the Community of Taize and how these chants
enrich our worship. The Taize Community is an ecumenical community of monks in France founded in
1940 by Brother Roger Schutz. The community of over 100 monks has a strong devotion to peace and
justice through meditation and prayer. A major part of worship at Taize is the singing of simple chants
which draw on lines from the Psalms or other pieces of Scripture. These chants or songs are repeated again
and again to give them a meditative character. The marriage of simple music and only a few words of text
allow the meaning of the text to gradually penetrate deeply into one’s being and thus become a way of
listening to God. I found this quote on the Taize Community’s website and think that it captures what we
are striving for while meditating during a Taize chant.
“To open the gates of trust in God, nothing can replace the beauty of human voices united in song. This
beauty can give us a glimpse of heaven’s joy on earth."
In Christ,
That is my hope for us as we join together in singing during the Season of Lent.

Daniel

Holy Comforter Welcomes
Deacon Linda Shelton
This Lent, the Holy Comforter Community is
once again joining with other parishes and
schools in the Diocese of Texas to purchase
mosquito nets for the prevention of mosquito born
malaria. Nearly one million people, mostly
young children, die each year from this
preventable disease.

Diocesan Liaison
for Refugee Ministries
Sunday, March 25th
Deacon Shelton will
preach both services.
At 9:30 she will present a program
on Episcopal Migration Ministries,
the Church’s 70 year Ministry
to Refugees

HC’s day school children are going to help
us by collecting “Nickels for Nets!”
Let’s see how many $12 nets the Holy Comforter
Community can purchase…
and how many lives we can save!
Visit www.netsforlifeafrica.org for more
information.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
It’s a Book Party!
Holy Comforter’s good
friend, Janet Davis, has
published her 3rd book.
On Saturday, April 21, at
2 p.m. at The Parish House, Janet will talk
about her new book. Copies will be available
to purchase. St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
will provide refreshments. Bring your friends
and celebrate with us! All are welcome!

Book Overview: Sometimes Your
Biggest Obstacle Is Yourself
You know you could do great things if you
just stopped getting in your own way.
But most days, self-doubt, fear, and
the seductive whispers of insecurity have
you second-guessing yourself--before you've
even started.
Writer and speaker Janet Davis shows how to
break the destructive cycle of shame and selfdoubt to achieve your full potential. Through
lessons from her own life and examples of
modern and biblical women, she reveals that
every woman is called to shine, and you are
no exception.

Coffeehouse Theology
9:30 AM
Sundays in the
Parish Hall

Join us as we
grow in faith…together!!

Children’s Activities by Reservation

5:30 PM - Soup & Bread,
hosted by HC groups
6:30-7:30 - Program
March 7: iPray: Doable Daily Prayer
Daniel Russell, Speaker.
Supper host: Choir
March 14: Prayer as Christian Formation

The Rev. John Newton, Speaker.
Supper host: DOK
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the Children's Ministry Coordinator…
Helping Little Children with Lent
As parents of young children know, Lent can seem so “heavy” in comparison to the anticipation
and excitement of preparing for Christmas. What can this season of conversion and preparation
mean for little children?
For many of us growing up, Lent simply meant “giving up candy.” That’s one way to introduce us
to self-discipline, but simply giving up something for Lent, without a whole spirituality that
children can enter into, can leave kids dreading Lent more than looking forward to it.
As adults, we can help children understand Lent and enter into it ourselves with real devotion and
joy. If Lent makes its way into our home and into our conversations and practices that children
can see, they will naturally grow up in a culture that embraces Lent as a season of grace and
prayer.
During the month of March, the Preschool and Elementary classes will meet in the Godly Play
room to learn more of this important season.
March 4th – Children’s Church
March 11th – The Mystery of Easter
March 18th & 25th – The Faces of Easter
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Parish Work Day
March 3rd 8:00 – 2:00
Rain date: March 10th
New to Holy Comforter?
Want to know more about the church?

- Bring assorted garden tools
- work gloves

Join us for coffee
Sunday, March 25th, at 4 p.m.

- cleaning supplies

We want to get to know you!

Lunch will be provided at noon.

Holy Comforter Parish House
234 S. Arcola

Women’s “4th Thursday”
Small Group
March 22nd 7:00 PM @ The Parish House
All Holy Comforter Women are invited!

Preston’
Preston’s Pub!

We are
taking a
break for
Lent and
will resume
Thursday,
April 19th.

Baptism!

On Easter
Sunday, April 8th,
we will celebrate
the sacrament of
baptism! Let
Mother Carol
know if you wish
to be baptized!

Save the Dates!
TGIF
April 13th 7:00 PM

HCES Spring Carnival
Are you connected?
Go to
www.epicenter.org
and click on
“subscribe to e-newsletter”

April 14th 11:30 – 2:30
at Holy Comforter!

Discovery Day
April 28th
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on January 10, 2012, with
Mother Carol presiding. The meeting was opened at 7pm with prayer and devotional. Members present were Lori
Hawkins, SuZan Carpenter, Ed White, Mike Hattaway, Trey Picard, and Barbara Thomas, as well as newly elected
members Pam Baron, Allan Dinsmore, and Kerry Payne. Absent were Ellen Eby, Jerry Powell, and Chip Cole. Others
present were treasurer Jack Fleet, and Pam Massingill, clerk.
Approval of Minutes -The minutes from the December meeting were read and approved.
HCES Report- upcoming interactive open house is scheduled for Jan 17th. Barbara Thomas will be an Open House
greeter and invited vestry members to attend.
Sr. Warden’s Report-Lori Hawkins –Final Words -A lot accomplished with parish house and properties, and a joy
to have served. Mother Carol thanked Lori for her faithfulness and time as Senior Warden.
Barbara Thomas- Initial words- She’s been a 4 year vestry member, is looking forward to a smooth transition, and to
the upcoming vestry retreat.
Jr. Warden’s Report –Mike Hattaway-Initial words- He’s enjoyed his break but now looking forward to working
with a new vestry and is excited to see changes that have taken place. Lots of young people, new ideas, and enjoyed the
BG BBQ.
Rector’s Report- M. Carol
1. Annual Meeting is January 29, Ministry Fair to be held as well.
2. Vestry Retreat is January 20-21. Our facilitator is Janet Davis, author, chaplain, & spiritual director.
3. Vestry/Warden’s conference- February, 25.
DiscussionAt recent the Endowment Board meeting members voted to forgive the $2000 loan given for BG and BBQ.
*Motion to forgive the loan was made Lori and seconded by Barbara. Vestry voted to accept.
DecisionFinancial Report-Jack Fleet, Treasurer- Had some difficulty making payroll, but very thankful for the $25, 708
matching funds from “John and Jane Parishioner”. The church has received 57 pledge cards to date including 8 new
pledges for 2012 bringing in a total of about $152,000+ in pledges.
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:20 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Pam Massingill
Financial Report
General Fund

January

YTD

Operating Income
Operating Expense
Surplus or (Deficit)

25,617.50
21,862.48
3,755.02

25,617.50
21,862.48
3,755.02

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures

1,800.00
800.67

1,800.00
800.67

Endowment Fund Balance as of 2/07/12 was $489,161.39
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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