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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments

What’s Inside

Our Flowered Cross – Easter Sunday
The Great Fifty Days of Easter continues!
Reverend Carol encourages us to access
www.50days.org for reflections on the meaning
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of the Easter season. It is sponsored by the

May 2014 Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends at Holy Comforter,
There is a tribe in East Africa in which … the birth date of a child is not counted from
the day of its physical birth nor even the day of its conception, as in other village cultures.
For this tribe, the birth date comes from the first time the child is a thought in its mother’s
mind. Aware of her intention to conceive a child with a particular father, the mother then
goes off to sit alone under a tree. There she sits and listens until she can hear the song of the
child she hopes to conceive. Once she has heard it, she returns to her village and teaches it to
the father so that they can sing it together as they make love, inviting the child to join them.
After the child is conceived, the mother sings the song to the baby in her womb. Then she
teaches it to the old women and midwives of the village, so that throughout the labor and at
the miraculous moment of birth itself, the child is greeted with its song.
After the birth, all the villagers learn the song of their new member and sing it to the child
when it falls or hurts itself. The song is sung in times of triumph, or in rituals and initiations.
This song becomes a part of the marriage ceremony when the child is grown, and at the end
of life, his or her loved ones will gather around the deathbed and sing this song for the last
time.
This lovely story is found in the book Healing the Purpose of Your Life by Dennis and
Sheila Fabricant Linn, and Matthew Linn. The premise of the book is that every single one of
us has a special God-given purpose for being on the planet. Our task as children of God
seeking health and wholeness is to discover our own, unique way of giving and receiving
love in the world. Then we will know deep in our bones that not only what we do, but who
we are is meaningful to God and our fellow human beings. Our lives will have eternal
significance.
The name of this East African story is “Song of the Spirit.” What a lovely thought it is that
a child is conceived of in the mind, conceived in the body, and born into the world
surrounded by and saturated with the sung prayer of the community. The child can never
forget its identity as a cherished member of the tribe, because everyone knows and sings his
or her special song at significant times throughout the child’s life. The child never forgets his
or her uniqueness and special role he has been given to play out in life.
God has brought each of you to Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in order to offer you an
opportunity to discover your own, unique God-given purpose. Think about the ministries of
this church – both at present and as possibilities for the future. What commitment can you
make that will not only allow you to give and receive love in this place, but also help meet
the needs of the church community?
Faithfully in Christ,

Rev. Carol+

Parish Particulars

Newcomer Ministry
Our great commission
Inside each of us, there is a deep awareness that our purpose in life
is greater than having a career, paying the bills, caring for our families,
and living as upstanding citizens.
Even going to church and worshiping God may sometimes leave us
feeling that something is missing. What on Earth is God asking us to do?
Jesus commands us to go make disciples, baptizing and teaching them.
To accomplish this, we are called to:
•Pray for an awareness of those around us who thirst for God.
•Pray that Holy Comforter is a light for those in darkness.
•Practice saying:
“Would…you…like…to…come…to…Church…with…me?”
•Have faith that the Holy Spirit will empower us to offer this invitation -regardless of the expected response.

Who knows...God may just surprise us with answered prayers!

(NOTE TO PARISHIONERS
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please advise the office!
979-849-1269
info@holycomforterangleton.org
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Stewardship and Hospitality
Facility Use Reminders
A group of some of our ladies got together on the Saturday
Work Day before Easter and cleaned up, cleaned out and
reorganized the Parish Hall Kitchen. These ladies worked
hard to make the kitchen more user-friendly. I would just like to remind you that
this is YOUR kitchen and asked that when you, your ministry, group, or family use
HCEC’s facilities that you leave them cleaner than you found them.
Here are some other reminders for using HCEC’s facilities (Parish Hall & Kitchen,
Parish House and kitchen):
•Wash and put away what you use
•Wipe down all countertops
•Wipe down tables and push in chairs
•Take home what you don’t use
•Take out the trash from the kitchen, Parish Hall, Parish House
•Take home, wash and return any towels used
•Turn lights out in kitchen and Parish Hall
•Make sure all doors to kitchen and Parish Hall are locked
If we all work together we can keep our facilities safe, user-friendly and welcoming
for all to use.
Thank you and blessings to all,
Barbara Marin
HCEC Kitchen Coordinator

NetsforLife®: Fighting malaria in Africa through the Church
Episcopal Relief and Development needs our help!
The Nickels for nets program from our
School resulted in $116.00 and the
contributions from our Church totaled
$342.00 for a total of $458.00 which
indicates we bought 38 nets
saving 114 lives!
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Particulars…

New Vestry Member

Subsequent to Susan Moore’s
resignation from the Vestry
due to her move to Magnolia,
the Vestry welcomes Barbara
Marin as her replacement.

Our Kappellmeister and
Orgelspieler,Yuri McCoy, will be in
Germany for three weeks. Below is
his account of the upcoming journey.
In Germany I will be studying with
Stephan Engels at the Hochschule fur
Musik und Theater in Leipzig.
I will have access to many
historical instruments in the city,
some hundreds of years old. The
most notable being
the Thomaskirche, where J.S. Bach
served as organist.
For an organist, a chance to study
in Leipzig becomes a sort
of pilgrimage, and a chance to hear
instruments that have transcended
generations of European composers.
Because every pipe organ is built
with unique specifications, the only
way to truly study these instruments
is to go hear them in person and I am
greatly looking forward to this
opportunity.

Yuri

Reverend Carol
with
Kim Scales
after her Baptism on
Easter Sunday
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May Anniversaries
5 Thurman & Jimmie Lou Green
11 Mike & Connie Hattaway
15 Mike & Tory Arnold
19 Tom & Jodi Long
26 Lee & Donna Trusty

Special Events Committee
Upcoming Events
Another one of the ministries I head
up at Holy Comforter is the Special
Events Committee.
We have two special events coming,
one being the Flames of Pentecost
Potluck Lunch on Sunday, June 8th,
which we talked about everyone
bringing ethnic potluck dishes to
share, and the other being the
Freedom Flapjacks Breakfast on
Sunday, July 6th.
We are looking for volunteers to head
up these two events. If you would
like to head up one of these events,
please contact me at
barbarajmarin@yahoo.com
or (979) 864-0403 and I will give you
more details.

Hosts for May
If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
4
11
18
25

HOST NEEDED
HOST NEEDED
Alane & John Anderson
The Long Family

Thank you,

Barbara Marin
Special Events Coordinator
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Particulars…
If you are unable to attend church,
but would like to receive Holy
Eucharist, just contact the church
office at 849-1269 or
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com
or
newcomer@holycomforterangleton.org

One of these Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will be happy to bring
Eucharist to you!
FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby
eeby08@yahoo.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Barbara Marin barbarajmarin@yahoo.com

Holy Comforter
Rector Search Committee
Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Donna Lewis
Betty Mogford
Riley Mogford
John Minkert
Robert Munro
Kerry Payne
Sciobhan Short
BruceTaylor-Hille
Ouida Thomas

“FIRST PERSON”
PERSON”
BIBLE STUDY
CONTINUES EACH
SUNDAY IN MAY
Come and experience familiar
Bible stories told from the
perspective of people who
witnessed particular incidents in
Jesus’ life.
MAY BIRTHDAYS
4 Tory Arnold
8 Leroy Rankin
9 Ginny Shackelford
10 Evan Wartell
11 Sue Minkert
12 Riley Mogford
13 Ed White
21 Connie Hattaway
22 Jerry Powell
26 Jennifer Trusty
27 Debbie Knapp
31 Carolyn Weatherly

7

Parish Particulars
2014 Lenten Fish Fry Friday Report & May Newsletter Article
Lent is over, Easter is here!!! The fish frys are over, and we “reeled in” a “good catch”!
Alleluia!!! While I don’t have final figures I do know that we went above our goal and know that
we were blessed in more ways than we can count. Our turnout and support was fabulous. In
three years’ time we have almost tripled our numbers. Over the six week period we served 1,595
plates with a weekly average of 266 plates served. With the help of some very generous
parishioners we were able to purchase an additional fryer. We added t-shirts this year. We had
79 volunteers that contributed in some way. We were able to make a $500.00 donation to St.
Thomas out of our proceeds at a time when funds and supplies were needed and we will be
making another donation once all money is turned in and the figures are totaled.
Yes, it was a tremendous amount of work but we pulled together as a church community
and made it look easy. It was all worth it to see our parishioners having fun together, volunteers
problem solving together, and to see all our friends and families from the community come out to
support us. For me the biggest blessing has been the opportunity to work with all the wonderful
volunteers and to watch as we build and strengthen relationships.
I don’t know about you but I felt God’s presence there with us each week and I also know
that we could not have done it without His presence and blessings. I was amazed each week at
how things came together. I was most amazed at when we came thru the Parish Hall on Sunday
mornings that if you didn’t know better you would have never known that two days earlier there
was this huge fish fry operation held there. We are so blessed with so many hardworking and
loving parishioners that truly love and care about Holy Comforter Church & School and it was
definitely shown this year during our Lenten Fish Fry Fridays.
Many of you ask why/how I give so much of my time to this ministry. Yes, it has been a
sacrifice but it has been much more of a blessing to me. I have used it as a spiritual discipline
and I’ve learned many things thru it ?I’ve learned that guilt works!!! No, seriously, I’ve learned
patience, understanding, acceptance and discipline. I’ve learned that while my days, nights and
weeks during Lent were very busy somehow I’ve still had time to do most of the other things that I
needed to do. I’ve learned that a lot of the things that I normally think have to get done can wait.
I’ve learned not to listen to those that say we can’t and to listen to God who tells me we can. I’ve
learned the more you give the more you receive. I’ve learned that busy people get things done.
A lot of these things I already knew ? they were just reinforced. I’ve always lived my life based
on faith and God continues to bless me and provide me with what I need. Each year I can feel
the growth and feel like I am building a stronger relationship with God.
On Sunday after the last fish fry we had a follow-up meeting. Everyone agreed that
overall things went very well. Here are some decisions made at the meeting:
Keep price at $8.00
Cut pickles and onions to save costs and time on Thurs. prep and Fri. serving
Approach vestry to increase donation to St. Thomas and/or to other organizations.
Have volunteers to help with pick up of supplies, head up Thursday prep and set-up, Sat.
clean-up, and other duties.
We hope that we are able to continue with this ministry and we can make it a tradition,
something that makes Holy Comforter known in the community and brings more families to Holy
Comforter and the Kingdom of God. We had a great response from volunteers this year and we
are hopeful that you are willing commit to helping again next year. The dates are: February 20,
February 27, March 6, March 13, March 20 and March 27, so mark them on your calendar now.
Again, a huge thanks goes to all of you for your part in making this a wonderful
experience for everyone. Whether you baked desserts, fried fish, set-up, cleaned-up, cooked
beans, served meals or drinks, sold tickets, worked the drive-thru, made a monetary donation or
attended, your part was important and made a difference. It would not have been the same
without you.
Faithfully,
Barbara Marin
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Children's Ministries:
I am so excited to be working as the Director of Children's Ministries!
We have some exciting things planned for May!
On Friday, May 2ndwe will have a Movie Night in the Parish Hall for children three
and up. This will take place between 6:00 and 8:00 PM. Kids may come dressed in
their pajamas and bring a pillow and blanket. We will serve hotdogs and popcorn
and will watch the Disney movie, Frozen. I am still looking for two adult volunteers
who have completed Safeguarding God's Children to help with this event. Please
contact me if you are interested.
On Sunday, May 4th, following the late service I will be hosting a Children's
Ministries Luncheon in the Parish House. If you are interested in helping with
Sunday School classes as a teacher or a door person and/or if you would like to help
with Vacation Bible School please join us.
Our theme for the 2014 Vacation Bible School is "SonRise National Park!" VBS will
be held on June 23-June 27 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
In Peace,
Kelsey Payne
Director of Children's Ministries
Dear Holy Comforter Family!
It's that time of year again...time for a little BASEBALL! The Episcopal Diocese of Texas will
be honored during a pregame ceremony on June 13th. The Very Rev. Barkley Thomas will
throw out the first pitch. Tickets are $17 per person.
The game starts at 7:10pm. If you would like to join the festivities, please contact Donna
Trusty for more information and tickets. Christ Church Cathedral will host a free hot dog
cookout prior to the game, and everyone is welcome to attend. Parking is available in the
garage on San Jacinto St. across from the Cathedral.
Please join us for all the fun!
Donna Trusty
979-529-9636(home)
or
225-223-2003(Cell)
drummom7@yahoo.com

Episcopal
Night at
The Astros
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis
March 11, 2014
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on March
11, 2014, with Reverend Carol Blaine presiding. The meeting was opened at 7 pm with prayer and
formation led by Reverend Carol.
Members present were Penney Reed, Kerry Payne, Ronnie Johnson, Allan Dinsmore, and Eric
Herbst. Members absent were Ellen Eby, Kandy Taylor- Hille, and Tom Long. Also present were
Reverend Carol Blaine and Pam Massingill, clerk.
Information:
Approval of Minutes - The minutes from the February meeting were read and approved as written.
Sr. Warden’s Report
-The average Sunday Attendance for January and February is is up a bit. I have
had one complaint about the painting, multiple compliments, and multiple concerns about the red carpet.
Jr. Warden’s Report – Tom –
*Lenten Fish Fry- rearranged storage areas and closets; some discussion about creating more storage.
*Sacristy - leak fixed under the sink; replaced the small water heater, the faucet, and some plumbing. Had
an electrician add an outlet under the sink that is now wired to the existing switch. (Plumbing - $420;
Electrical – bill pending)
*Kitchen - Discussion about breaker(s) being thrown in the kitchen. Motion made and passed to get the
electrical issues fixed in the kitchen.
*Locks -Landon’s Security replaced inner workings of the kitchen door lock. (Bill pending).
*Microphone -I will look into getting a new lavalier / lapel mic for our wireless packs. The two packs appear
to be working fine, but we only have one working microphone.
Financial Report- was presented by Allan. They were accepted as presented.
Decision
*Painting Nave and Damaged area in Herbst Hall - Ronnie – Kerry moved to accept the Alabaster color,
Eric seconded. Motion passed.
*Application and advertising for Children’s Ministry Leader- Kelsey Payne –Eric moved, Allan seconded
that we accept Kelsey Payne’s application. Motion passed.
* Penney will head up Easter Breakfast.
* A motion was made and passed that we purchase 2 roasters for church use. Reverend Carol will pick 2 up.
With no further discussion the meeting closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Tithes and Offerings
Expenses and Outreach

February
15,879
15,979

YTD
51,767
36,621

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 3/31/2014 - $466,919.83
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Interim Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2014

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Carol Blaine
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Yuri McCoy
Linda Peck
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Kerry Payne

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst
Barbara Marin
Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

