COMFORTABLE WORDS
A Monthly Communication from
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Serving the Episcopal Community of Angleton Since 1897
www.holycomforterangleton.org

May, 2015
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Church

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”

Pentecost Sunday
May 24, 2015
ONE SERVICE – 10:30
BIBLE STUDY – 9:30
(No breakfast – coffee & donuts only)

CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments

PROMISES ON
PENTECOST PICNIC
Because … we will have
a huge Pentecost picnic
immediately following
the service with grilled
hamburgers & hot dogs
& all the fixins,
homemade ice cream
contest, and men’s pie
and dutch oven cobbler
contest, games for kids
and adults with a
Holy Spirit piñata

Dearest Holy Comforter family,
As promised last fall and at the All Parish Meeting in January, The Chart has arrived in the Parish Hall!
What is The Chart? Well, it’s a tool which helps us discern God’s guidance for our amazing parish
ministries. It is also a gift which allows many to release themselves from over-commitment and asks others to
recognize and commit to newly created opportunities for service to the Mission of our Church. The Chart creates
a method to hold us accountable in ministry and service to God, each other, our church, and ourselves.
The larger theological word is stewardship. As you live out these ministries each year, you are
committing to so much more than a mere extension of your annual monetary stewardship. God wants all of you as
He gave all of Himself to you! This stewardship of time and talent is amazingly self-healing and self-affirming. It is
really good stuff!
In truth, it is very simple.
•

Holy Comforter’s Ministry ‘Year’ now begins each Pentecost. Every time you sign up for a ministry your
commitment is limited to ONLY one year at a time. [Just because you’ve always done it, doesn’t mean that you
should always do it. You may find God has other plans for your time and talent.]

•

EVERY adult member is expected to support Holy Comforter’s mission by signing up to serve in AT LEAST ONE
ministry, but NO MORE THAN TWO. Consequently, your name should show up on The Chart no more than two
places. [If you are already serving in an elected or appointed position, then you should only sign up for one
additional ministry.]

•

Each year, between Easter and Pentecost, The Chart, listing Holy Comforter’s ministries and their volunteer
opportunities, will be displayed in the Parish Hall. [Positions for elected and appointed positions have no blanks,
because they are filled through a different process.]

•

Your first job is to look over The Chart. As you scan the available volunteer opportunities, notice which ones ‘call’
to you. Several ministries have an asterisk (*) in front. This only means that, before you sign up, we need to talk
so I can provide you with more detailed information about what is involved with that particular commitment. Give
your commitment a goodly amount of thought, and then pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

•

What if you don’t see anything on The Chart you feel called to do? Is there some other new ministry you feel
called to try (for at least one year)? Great! On the bottom of the chart there are three “New Ministry” slots for just
such a calling. If this is your situation, then I would like to discuss the possibilities with you. As life changes, as
Angleton changes, as the parish changes and as you change, the importance of these ‘New Ministries” may grow.
This is a good thing.

•

Once you decide how God is calling you to serve, simply write your name IN INK in one of the available slots. If
you feel strongly about a ministry but the slots are all taken, you can still draw a line and write in your name. The
only misstep is not signing up for anything or signing up for too much. The deadline for making your commitment
is Pentecost Sunday, May 24.

•

Your inked in commitment to one or two ministries is your major job and gift to the church (outside of your
pledge); however, this doesn’t prevent you from volunteering in other ‘helper’ roles like Bluegrass or Fish Fry
Fridays or ‘subbing’ when someone is ill. The goal is for each member to carry a well distributed and appropriate
amount of responsibility for Holy Comforter. Not too heavy nor too light. The Chart clarifies how you, as an active
member of this parish, have committed to serving our church in vital ways.
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From the Rrector – Continued
Now, what if no one signs up for a particular ministry? If it is not one of the few mandated ‘vital’
ministries and no one is willing to nurture it, then it goes away for at least one year. It can always return if someone
feels called to bring it back as their own ministry the next year.
Lastly, I want to share that bringing The Chart to Holy Comforter is done with great thought and
through tremendous prayer. Suzanne and I have experienced firsthand how this tried-and-true means of organizing
church ministries can produce amazing and unexpectedly powerful results. We believe that it will produce amazing
results at Holy Comforter too!
Please make your decisions before or on Pentecost, May 24th. If your choice has an asterisks (*),
PLEASE don’t wait until Pentecost to talk with me about it. On Pentecost, our commitments will be set at the altar
and formally given to God.
Until then, I wish you meaningful pondering and a lovely time talking to God. If you have any
questions, Paula and I would love to answer them.
Blessings to you all,

Travis
EPISCOPAL NIGHT AT MINUTE MAID BALLPARK
HOUSTON ASTROS VS. SEATTLE MARINERS
FRIDAY - JUNE 12 @ 7:10 PM

Free parking, hotdogs and beverages at
Christ Church Cathedral beginning 5:00 PM
We can walk from the Cathedral to the game
Those who wish, can remain for the post-game

FIREWORKS
which were quite spectacular last year!
Tickets - $19 each – Between home and 1st base
Contact Donna Trusty for details:
Drummom7@yahoo.com
225-223-2003 or 979-529-9636
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Newcomer Ministry
After church, it's easy for us to
focus on our inner circle of
friends. But to have the heart of
Christ means to be truly present to
each person we greet, especially
'strangers' God brings across our
path.
To ignore strangers renders us
dead to the possibility that God
may use us in another person's life
or may speak into our own life
through that person.

Calling all men!
Deep Sea Fishing
June 7, 8 and 9
$300 per person
Red snapper and

Genesis in June

more

Contact Travis by
May 9

In the beginning
… God
Anyone wishing to
read through
Genesis during the
30 days of June,
please contact Fr.
Travis.
Details will follow

May Fest @
First Presbyterian
Saturday – May 2nd
11 AM – 2 PM
BBQ plates for $12
Bake Sale
Live and Silent Auctions
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
Vendors will display items
for sale
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Parish Particulars

Holy Comforter History
In the Beginning God likely said “Let there be Holy
Comforter”…
Comforter”…..
”…..
In 1897, a Sunday school was organized by the Angleton
Episcopalians. These faithfully attended meetings took place in a oneoneroom schoolhouse that sat on the northwest corner of Velasco and
Magnolia Streets. Hearing of these meetings, the Bishop, the
Right Reverend George H. Kinsolving made a visit, while in
Angleton to preach at the Methodist Church, on April 12th, 1898.
There he “organized a Mission by the name of Holy
church””. (Bishop’
Comforter and accepted two lots on which to build a church
(Bishop’s
Diary, Journal of 1898, Diocese of Texas.) The two lots, located at
the northwest corner of Peach and Chenango Streets, were given bbyy
L. R. Bryan and Faustino Kiber.
Kiber. Mr. Walter H. Stevens was
named first Warden of Holy Comforter by Bishop Kinsolving,
Kinsolving, and
Mr. H. A. Perry became the first Clerk and Treasurer.
In May, 1898, Holy Comforter, Angleton, was officially
admitted as a mission in union with the Diocese of Texas. Our first
first
minister was The Reverend James Cooper Waddill from Houston.
And so we began…
began….
Pam Massingill (with a lot of help from the Daughters of the King
King
Interview of 19521952- originally written by Louise A. Delaney and the
Bishop’
Bishop’s Diary, Journal of 1898, Diocese of Texas)
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Parish Particulars

May Anniversaries

May Birthdays
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Tory Arnold

8

Leroy Rankin

9

Ginny Shackelford

11

Sue Minkert

12

Riley Mogford

21

Connie Hattaway

22

Jerry Powell

26

Jennifer Trusty

27

Debbie Knapp

31

Carolyn Weatherly

11
15
19
26

Mike & Connie Hattaway
Mike & Tory Arnold
Tom & Jodi Long
Lee & Donna Trusty

Hosts for May
If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
3
10
17
24
31

Alane & John Anderson
Leroy & Miraluna Rankin
Jerry & Annabelle Powell
Pentecost Picnic
Fr. Preston
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The Daughters
Of the King meet
7 PM – Monday, May 25
10 AM – Wednesday, May 27
FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Riley Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kirsten Parks kirstenparks@comcast.net
Sciobhan Short snshort80@gmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Barbara Marin barbarajmarin@yahoo.com
Donna Trusty drummom7@yahoo.com

Bible Study
Sunday Mornings
9:45

While you enjoy your breakfast
burrito or other culinary
delight lovingly prepared,
come study the Bible with
Father Travis!

Spring Pledge Cards
and
Final Promises
Pentecost which is May
is the final day to sign
up for the Ch[rt.
Ch[rt Please be
in prayerful consideration in
the days leading up to our
Pentecost Picnic.
Remember that we are
asking you to sign up for
one year beginning with
Pentecost.
Also for those of you who
planned to make your
monetary commitments in
the springtime, please plan
to do so before or on
Pentecost.
We are seeking a 100%
level of commitment this
year. We have 52 pledges
totaling $143,166 which
represents 68% of our
Church Family.
Remember that it is not
the amount pledged but
rather that you pledge.
As a pastoral matter,
expect a telephone call if
you have not submitted a
pledge card after Pentecost.
Thank you, and God
bless.
24th
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
AND STUDY
Each Wednesday night in May we will meet in
the Parish House to conclude our study of the 39
Articles of Religion found on pages 867-876 of the Book
of Common Prayer.
We began April 22nd with the historical context
of the writing of the Articles that express the faith of
the Anglican Churches including the Episcopal Church in
the USA. On April 29th we began studying the Biblical
basis of the Articles – not all of them – but as many as
possible.
Before the Reformation, there was a vigorous
Christianity in England. As early as 314 A.D. Bishops
from England attended the Synod of Arles, France which
was eleven years before the Nicene Creed was finalized.
Our evening begins at 6:00 P.M. with food and
fellowship. We pray and sing several hymns and then
move into our study at 7:00 P.M. completing the study
no later than 8:00 P.M.
In Acts 2, there were four marks of the Church
enunciated by Peter:
The Apostles’ doctrine,
fellowship, the Breaking of Bread (Eucharist), and to
prayer.
We endeavor to accent three of these on
Wednesday nights and have a great time together.

Fr. Preston
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Newcomer Corner
You can find lots of good information
About our Episcopal faith and
traditions in the Book of Common
Prayer (BCP). One of the things
You will find toward the back of the
book is 'An Outline of the Faith,‘
commonly called the Catechism. It
provides a brief summary of the
Church's teaching. In a question and
answer format it explains our basic
Beliefs divided into many titled
sections; e.g., Human Nature, TheTen
Commandments, Sin and
Redemption, The Holy Scriptures,
Prayer and Worship, etc.

Church Garage Sale
It's springtime and a perfect
time to clean out the closets!
Bring your treasures to the
Church-wide garage sale
on May 16th. Each vendor will
be responsible for his/her own
sales. A small fee for the ad and
permit will be collected from
each vendor, but we will surely
have fun selling together!
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MAY, 2015
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VESTRY SYNOPSIS
March 17, 2015
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on March 17, 2015 with
Father Travis Smith presiding. The meeting was opened at 6:15 pm with prayer.
Members present were Ronnie Johnson, Barbara Marin, Donna Trusty, Kirsten Parks, and Sciobhan Short. Also
present were Reverend Travis Smith and Pam Massingill, clerk. Absent were Tom Long, Kandy Taylor- Hille,
Riley Mogford, Eric Herbst, and Alan Dinsmore.
Formation -Minutes –Barbara made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Ronnie
seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Senior Warden’s Report - *Flooring has been completed in Nave.
*Due to the Angleton squirrel revival, Tom will get ABC back out.
*New storage building needs to be painted and leaks. The lock is a bit stiff. The stairs are built, but the door at top
of stairs is oriented the wrong way. No need for an exterior light, as the security light above the storage building
seems adequate, but will need an interior light and perhaps a few outlets.
*Building inspection has been done by Kenny Boulton of Texas Inspections from Lake Jackson
*Father Travis’ Office - Ellen Eby had spoken with Canon Norman and then with Canon Ryan about possible
reimbursement from the Diocese for establishing an office for our new Rector. I wrote to Canon Ryan and we
received a check for $1,669.00 to cover paint, bookcase, coat rack, and desk chair.
*Electrical Work -We’ve had issues with circuit breakers tripping in the kitchen and Parish Hall during set up for
fish fries. We had Wes Buchanan, an electrician, put in a bid for work to replace all three breaker panels in the
church building. One is definitely obsolete and at least four people with electrical knowledge have recommended
replacing that for safety sake. Our inspector, Kenny Boulton, has looked over the bid and the electrics for the
building. He recommends getting a more detailed bid as to exactly where Mr. Buchanan is able to draw power
from, especially if he is proposing to combine two of the breaker panels. There is nothing wrong with the bid, but
Mr. Boulton felt we may be looking at a little or even a lot more in work and cost once any electrical work is
started.
Junior Warden’s Report –new filters in church, patched whole in Altar guild room, installed a
grate over drain
Rector’s Report –Altar floor finished. Mr. Woods gave bids for rest of floor areas for future
reference. *Endowment board has allotted 12K per year for the next 3 years for campus improvements. Will begin
working on a “master plan” for future improvements.
*Emma Cobb window is completed.
*House update – loan forgiven by Endowment board. *Barbara made a motion for provisional acceptance of the
Endowment Board’s proposed 2015 budget pending clarification of the St. Thomas line entry. Donna seconded.
Motion passed.
*Safeguarding God’s People – for all vestry members should be taken or updated.
Financial report - 51 pledge cards have been collected. Barbara and Kirsten motioned and
seconded to accept the financial report.
Other – liturgical improvements –Donna made motion for Sciobhan to gather bids on an armoire
for the vesting area. Barbara seconded. Motion passed.
HCES – filling up, some vents being installed
Compline
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:25 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Tithes, Offerings, Rental and Grants
Expenses and Outreach

March
40,514
30,213

YTD
114,264
119,065

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 3/31/2015 - $488,035
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Children’s Sunday School
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Minister of Music
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2015

Contact Information
Fr. Travis
979-849-1260
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Travis Smith
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Christopher Holman
Kelsey Payne
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Donna Trusty
Sciobhan Short

Kirsten Parks
Riley Mogford
Barbara Marin

Tom Long IV,
Ronnie Johnson
Pam Massingill
Allan Dinsmore

Tom Long
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

