COMFORTABLE WORDS
…A Monthly Communication from Holy Comforter Church…
Serving the Episcopal Community of Angleton Since 1897

NOVEMBER 2008
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Adult Christian Ed.
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Children’s Christian Ed.
Infant and toddler care is provided
from 8:15 AM to Noon.

*
*

“All are welcome to grow with us through worship,
prayer, fellowship, and service at Holy Comforter,
a Christ-centered family Church.”
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Kenzie Kresta shows off the
Showmanship buckle she
won at the fair!
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Fall Festival spectacular!!!
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
The season of Ordinary Time is drawing to a close; Advent swiftly approaches, with
Christmas on its heels. These weeks are an excellent time, before the hustle-bustle
begins, to contemplate our faithfulness to God and to Holy Comforter. Have we
been as faithful to love and serve God and one another as we would like to be? Have
we been faithful to read scripture, pray regularly, and participate in worship? Our
spiritual disciplines are God’s opportunity to shape us and grow us into the people
we are called to be.
Traditionally at this time of year, we are also invited to consider our financial support
of the ministries of the church and to make commitments about our giving for the
coming calendar year. Tory Arnold and Mike Hattaway chair our Commitment
Drive this year. You will soon receive a letter from them, along with a Commitment
Card, asking for your commitment to support God’s work at Holy Comforter in 2009.
I ask you to take this process very seriously. Even a cursory reading of Holy
Scripture reveals that giving is important to God; scripture sets a standard of 10% as
our tithe to God. Another way to look at it is to see that God wants us to keep for
ourselves 90% of what God has given.
God asks us to give, not because God needs money, but because we need to give.
Giving is a spiritual discipline, like prayer, study, rest, and worship; these disciplines
help us to stay focused on what is really important in life. Faithful, consistent giving
is just as important to our discipleship as faithful, consistent prayer and worship.
So please prayerfully read the letter from Tory and Mike (which is also contained in
this Newsletter) and pray for God’s guidance in making your commitment. We
will bring and dedicate our Commitment Cards on Sunday, November 23
at a Celebration Service of Ingathering and Thanksgiving. Because I will
be reading your Commitment Cards, I want you to know that my Commitment to the
work of God at Holy Comforter Church in 2009 is $450/month, which is 10% of my
paycheck.
I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve and grow with this wonderful parish
community. Thank you for your faithfulness!
Blessings Abound,

Carol
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Georgia Powell
Marie Hill

12

Jimmie Lou Green
Dianne Kilgus

13

Frances McDuff

16

Amanda Hawkins
Dorothy Ragain

20

Amanda Wofford

22

Deborah White

24

Dorothy Hajecate

26

Mary Ann Thomas
Justin Massingill
Cherie Burns

27

Barbara Stevens
Linda Peck

29

Jessica Arnold

The Feast is Waiting…
What Will You Bring?

5

Riley & Betty Mogford

6

Morris & Pam Massingill

7

David & Ginny Shackelford

24 Mark & Maggie Neal

Please offer up your prayers for the
brave members of the Armed
Forces:
Morrie James Fanto, Zach Fulton,
Clayton Hinchman, Joey Hines,
Laura Knapp, Michael May, Cale
Reeves, Matthew Ridenhour, David
A. Spoor, Lisa Talley, Hunter
Talley, Bradley Ross Thomas.

Remember in your prayers this week:
The Alvarez Family, Kim Babik, Sarah
Bergen, Michelle Conley, Virginia Lou
& John W. Damon, Judge Davis, Gary
Fannin, Janie Fitzpatrick, Michael
Fuchs, Helen Marie Green, The
Hallman Family, Mabel Hamlin, Roger
Hanson, Tom Holder, Kelly Hughes,
Fred Johnson, Heather Ann Larose,
Ruth Lauzon, Kim McComb, Molly
McCormack, Buddy Meredith, Brenda,
Samantha, and Ethan O’Farrell, John
R. Pouland, Annabelle Powell, Allison
Ridenhour, Steve Schiller, Lorie Ann
Schneider, Paul R. Scott, Joyce
Steele, Bradley Ross Thomas, Lisa
Vitz, Charlie Warner, Jackie Warren,
Joey Williamson, Lydia, MaKenzie,
Cindy Hamilton’s sister Denise, Gina
Wollam.

News from the Vestry!
Can You Help us Find God's
Person for Our Kids?
We continue to search for a
Children/Youth Ministry
Coordinator to further develop
educational ministries. The
position is part time, 8-10
hours/week plus Sunday
morning. The ideal candidate will
have experience working with
children and coordinating adult
volunteers, and will have a desire
to grow Holy Comforter's ministry
to children and youth.

Just a reminder from
Holy Comforter Altar Guild—
Flowers are needed for each
Sunday worship service during
November. You may want to donate
flowers in remembrance of a loved one,
or to give thanks for a special occasion.
Please sign up in Herbst Hall on the
Altar Flower Calendar for August.
You can donate one or both
vases at a cost of $20 each.
Please make your donation
payable to Holy Comforter
with a memo of
“Altar Flowers.”

We have wonderful news! It came to
our attention some months ago that a
property adjacent to the church would
soon be put up for sale. The property
is 335 S. Chenango, on the corner of
Chenango and Plum, consisting of four
small lots, one of which contains a small
home with some fire damage.
Having missed out on opportunities in
past years to purchase property, we did
not want this chance to slip us by! With
the encouragement of Bishop Harrison,
we asked James Northrup to represent
Holy Comforter in the procurement of
this property. After months of
conversation and negotiations, we are
pleased to inform you that we closed
on the property on October 29th,
2008! Thanks to our endowment
fund, we were able to buy this property
outright; we own it free and clear!
Although we have no specific immediate
plans for this property, the purchase will
allow us the freedom to consider lots of
different possibilities for expanding our
ministry to Angleton's ever growing
population. In the meantime, there's
lots of clean-up of the property to
do. We'll need your help in that; we
anticipate a work day or two so that we
can clean up the yard and return the
property to a presentable condition that
enhances our neighborhood.
We are grateful that God has provided
this opportunity for us and we look
forward to discerning together what God
would have us do!

The Feast is waiting…

Name:
____________________________________________________________
Address & Phone:
___________________________________________________________
E-mail:
___________________________________________________________
I/we prayerfully commit to the following financial gift for 2009:
____ weekly

____ monthly

____ annual gift

____ I am not able to commit a specific amount at this time.
Your commitment will help us to plan and budget
for our ministries in the coming year.

What will you bring?

It’s time to roll up your sleeve again.
The monthly blood drive will be held on
Tuesday, November 18th in the
professional building next door to the
Angleton Danbury Medical Center. The
hospital auxiliary sponsors the blood
drive every month and welcomes all
donors who volunteer from Holy
Comforter Parish. To make an
appointment you can go online at
www.giveblood.com
or call
Frances McDuff at 849-6741, Doris
Jackson at 849-7769,or Dianne Kilgus
at 849-0071.
A volunteer is a gift that
money cant buy!

“GREEN”

Tip

of the month
Drowning in junk mail?
www.greendimes.com
Make the world a better
place by saving paper!
With Green Dimes you
can stop up to 90% of
your junk mail,
guaranteed!

OWLS
The OWLS (Older, Wiser, Loving,
Seniors – 50+) will get into the
Thanksgiving Spirit with their annual
Thanksgiving Feast on Wednesday,
November 19th. We will gather at
11:00 AM to greet one another and
lunch will begin at 11:30 AM.
Everyone attending is asked to bring
a side dish or dessert. Turkey, ham,
coffee, and tea will be provided.
Please bring a non-perishable food
item to donate to our local
Community Food Pantry and bring a
friend!!
For more information, please contact
Frances McDuff at 849-6741

Community
Food Pantry
November 9th is the date for our next
Food Pantry Sunday. Let’s help our
hungry neighbors this Thanksgiving!
With the steady increase of food and
fuel prices, more families and
individuals than ever before are
depending on our local Community
Food Pantry. Every dollar you give
provides food for someone in need!
Money donations are needed at this
time of year and are always
welcome. You can make your
checks out to Holy Comforter with a
memo to Community Food Pantry or
place your cash in an envelope
marked Community Food Pantry and
the Church Office will forward it to
the local food pantry.

Saturday, November 15
Meet at church at 7:30 a.m. to
carpool/caravan to the William Temple
Episcopal Center,
427 Market Street to receive instructions for
the day from volunteer coordinators.
We'll return home around 3:00. Contact
Holy Comforter if you plan to come!
979-849-1269 or
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Suggested items to bring:
Personal
Work Gloves
Breathing Mask
Mosquito Repellent
Hand Sanitizer
Water
LUNCH
Closed toe shoes

General
Broom & dust pan
Shovel
Razor blades/box cutter
Hammer
Sledge Hammer
Crowbar
Wheelbarrow
Dolly
Garbage bags
If you can't join us on the 15th, but can
work another day, meet at the William
Temple Center, 427 Market St., Galveston,
at 8:30 a.m. Monday through
Saturday. Coordinators will send you
where you are most needed.

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Vestry of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church was held on 09 September
2008, the Rev. Carol Petty presiding. Members present: James Northrup, Barbara Marin, Lola Kay Hood, Lori
Hawkins, Doris Jackson, Dianne Kilgus. Absent: Heath Burns, Mike Hanson, David Shackelford. Also: Linda
Peck, Treasurer; Jackie Warren, Clerk.
The Vestry engaged in a spiritual reflection and discussed the Vestry's Spiritual Commitment exercise for the last
month. Barbara Marin reviewed Vestry Papers.
All approved Endowment Board grants have been funded for 2009, as reported by James Northrup. Jim Clem,
Accountant, will provide reports quarterly.
The results from the Nominating Committee, as reported by Doris Jackson, are as follows: Vestry: (1) Lori
Hawkins, (2) Jerry Powell, (3) Chip Cole. Barbara Thomas was nominated for a 1 year term, vacated by Shelley
McCoy. Ron Briscoe was nominated for the Endowment Board. Council Delegate nominee is Ed White and
Alternate nominee is Mike Hattaway.
Dianne Kilgus reported that the School Supplies collected at Holy Comforter have been delivered. She stressed
that the need will continue through out the school year.
The Liturgy Committee announced the Thanksgiving Feast will be held at the Methodist Church on the evening of
23 November. On October 5th, at 5 P.M., St John Lutheran will host the Blessing of the Animals.
The Nov. 2 All Saints Service will remember those who have died in 2008. The Church bell will ring after the
reading of each name. November 30th is the Acolyte Commissioning, which will be held during the 10:30 Service
Don Hood is working on getting a Historical Marker for Holy Comforter Episcopal Church.
The Fall Festival will be held on October 25.
James Northrup, reporting on the progress of the "Thompson Property", indicated the owners would like to
sell. The appraised value is $45,000.
Financial Report was accepted as presented.
The Service, At the Close of Day, on page 140 of the Book of Common Prayer was read in closing. The meeting
was adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
Faithfully submitted,

Jackie Warren
Treasurer’s Report
September 2008

September Total Income
September Total Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

10,063.47
11,485.63
(1,441.96)

YTD Pledged Income
YTD Pledged Income Received
Surplus or (Deficit)

84,587.94
88,957.00
4 369.06

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

126,250.35
145,123.85
(18,873.50)

Spotlight on
Parish Personalities
By Shelley McCoy

Gwen French joined Holy Comforter in 1980, and she became a member
of the Altar Guild three or four years later, when Pauline Cameron was the
director. Gwen has served HCEC in a number of capacities, most recently
as director of the Altar Guild. She has filled this position for more years
than she can remember, and the members of the Altar Guild would be the
first to say that she is the thread that holds us together.
Gwen grew up as the oldest of three girls, and upon her high
school graduation, she headed to UT, where she got a degree in zoology.
It was during college that Gwen became interested in the Episcopal
Church. A few years later, as mother to daughter Renee and son Lief, she
moved to Freeport and started taking her children to St. Paul’s.
When her children got older, Gwen worked as a substitute
teacher in Brazosport ISD, a position she kept for nine years. Upon
moving to Angleton, she taught chemistry and physical science at
Angleton High School for sixteen years, until her retirement in 1993.
Over the years she has taken a number of trips with her
daughter, son-in-law, granddaughter, and grandson. She has been to
Europe three times, and she has participated in some of the Elder Hostel
programs. Gwen has been an active member of the Angleton-Danbury
Medical Center Auxiliary since 1999. She is also a master seamstress, as
well as a quilter, and she enjoys playing Bridge and Scrabble. Gwen is a
patron of the arts, and if she has a question about whether or not to buy
tickets for a play being performed locally, she can always turn to her sonin-law Tim, a drama teacher in Huntsville ISD.
When asked what she would like for people to know about her,
she could not think of anything, so I am going to tell you something I
wondered about for years. If you have spent time with Gwen, you may
have noticed that one of her fingers will not bend. This is because when
she was young, she accidentally jabbed that finger with a pair of scissors.
So now you know!

November 2, 2008

Dear Parish Family,
We are so grateful to God for all of you. We are both longstanding members of
this family; in that time each of you has touched us in some special way. It is a
great and glorious feeling being part of such a giving family. Consider the
wonderful offerings at our potluck meals; you can plan on Jackie Warren's trifle,
Shelley McCoy's cheese ball, Doris Jackson's pecan pralines, and Jerry Powell's
too-hot-to-eat beans!
We bring our best to offer at the feast; our financial offering to the glory of God
requires the same careful consideration and preparation. Holy Comforter has
dreams for outreach; for ministries beyond our walls, for sharing the gifts of God
with our community, reaching out to those who need to hear the voice of God
through us. The needs of our property, electricity, maintenance, insurance,
water, and trash-pickup have to be met as well. We need funds in order to do
those basic necessary tasks and to reach out to be the hands and feet of God.
We are an employer; we have a financial commitment to a paid staff, and are
actively seeking to add a Christian Ed minister to that staff. We have an
obligation to the Diocese of Texas, funding bigger things than we can imagine.
My family, we can do any task that God is leading us toward. With prayerful
consideration, I ask you to commit to God, to your church home and family,
those gifts that God has shared with you. God has entrusted us with the funds,
the family, and the freedom to do with it what we will. Consider first how the Lord
has blessed you and yours, then, consider how you can be a blessing. In this
newsletter you will find a commitment card. Please bring this card to the altar at
the ingathering service on Sunday, November 23 (the Sunday before
Thanksgiving).
Now is the time that we need to prayerfully consider all the riches the Lord has
entrusted to us, and how best we can use them to serve and glorify the Lord.
These are uncertain times; the economy is not what it has been, the stock
market is everywhere and there are very real concerns about making ends meet.
We have one constant in all the turmoil: God is here. We can rely on God for our
every need; why then, is it so difficult to grasp that he is here preparing our table
in the midst of this? The feast is waiting, what will you bring? We ask you to
commit to Holy Comforter Parish.
All for Him,
Tory Arnold

Mike Hattaway

The vestry has earmarked our open-plate (cash) offerings through
the rest of 2008 for the Diocese of Texas Hurricane Fund. As you faithfully
bring your check (or pay on-line) for the ministries of Holy Comforter, please
also bring a bit of cash to help those in our Diocese who were harmed by
Ike. In January, the endowment board will match and donate the amount we
have collected in these weeks! This is a faith step, of course, because we
usually add our cash offerings to the operating fund; thus we each will need
to be even more vigilant and faithful to fulfill our financial
commitment to God's work through Holy Comforter.

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study
Please join us for Bible Study!
A study guide will be provided by the church that
contains thoughts and discussion questions for the
readings and psalm appointed for the Sunday
morning services. The study guide’s format is easy
to follow and keep up with if you miss a class.
Those of us who participated this past year feel the
study helps us listen and hear what God wants us to
“get” from the scripture readings that day. Also, we
have the chance to see if Mother Carol is going to
“get” it right. During the month of December we will
do a meditative study of one or more of the scripture
readings then resume with the study guide in
January.
We have leaders scheduled for September, October,
and November.
If you would be interested in leading the group for a
month call
James Northrup, 979-299-9203 or 848-0518.
The class is 9:30-10:15am Sunday mornings,
perfect for those attending the 8:30 or 10:30
services and open to any and all, the more the
better.

ECW
Retreat
The Episcopal Church Women
of St John the Divine in
Houston will host the 107th
annual meeting and retreat at
Camp Allen on November 14
& 15, 2008.
The theme of this year’s
retreat is Joyful in Hope.
Some marvelous workshops
will be held, including
“Embracing Change,” “Holy
Listening,” “Awaken! Uncover
Your God Given Dreams,” and
“You Are What You Do.” More
information is available in the
church office or at
www.epicenter.org or
www.sjd.org.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd, 2008

Pot-Luck Dinner – 6:00 PM – First Methodist Church Family Life Center
Turkey will be provided, Bring your favorite side dish!!

** Please remember the hungry and bring a canned donation for the Food Pantry **

Ecumenical Worship Service – 7:00 PM
Hosted by:

First United Methodist Church
St. John Lutheran Church
Bethel Presbyterian Church – Angleton
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
First Presbyterian Church

Worship service will be held at First United Methodist Church – 219 N. Arcola.
Rev. Nora Fitch, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church will be preaching.

