COMFORTABLE WORDS
…A Monthly Communication from Holy Comforter Church…
Serving the Episcopal Community of Angleton Since 1897

NOVEMBER 2009
www.holycomforterangleton.org

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Mission Statement
“All are welcome to grow with
us through worship, prayer,
fellowship, and service at
Holy Comforter, a Christcentered family Church.”

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd, 2009
Pot-Luck Dinner – 6:00 PM – First Presbyterian Church
Turkey will be provided, Bring your favorite side dish!!

**Please bring a canned donation for the Food Pantry**
Ecumenical Worship Service – 7:00 PM

What’s Inside
Carol’s Column
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Parish Particulars

Pg. 3-8

Spotlight
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Vestry & Financials

Pg. 10

HCES News
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Hosted by:

First Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist Church
St. John Lutheran Church
Bethel Presbyterian Church – Angleton
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Ward Chapel Methodist Church

Worship service will be held at First Presbyterian Church
130 S. Arcola.
The Rev. Preston Weatherly, Pastor of St. John Lutheran,
will be preaching.
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Mother Carol’s
Carol s Column
Every Sunday we celebrate Eucharist...from the Greek eucharistos, which means
thanksgiving. Every Sunday we give thanks for God’s abundant goodness towards us. We are
graced with mercy and love; we are richly bestowed with the blessings of community and
resources beyond our imagination; most importantly, we are anointed with love beyond
description through the willing sacrifice of Christ our Savior. How else could we respond, but
with unspeakable gratitude?
God is taking such marvelous care of us as a parish. Our community is greatly blessed; God is
providing for us beyond all we could ask or imagine! The provision comes in surprising and
wonderful ways. God has sent unexpected people to step into ministry at HC, one of whom
you’ll meet in the “Parish Personalities” segment on page 10 of this newsletter: Don
Richardson, deacon-in-training, who will serve at HC from November through April. He joins
the many others who lovingly serve God at HC.
God has provided generous donors to fund our much-needed, long-awaited kitchen/parish hall
remodel, which will start November 2 and take about 5-6 weeks. God has even provided
gathering space for HC to use while the renovation is in progress, the home just to our east on
S. Arcola Street, through the generosity of Dorothy and John Wilbeck! God has given us a
vestry with vision and faith to lead this parish forward into the future, showing us how to live into
God’s dreams for the parish; read about their exciting vision on page 3 of this newsletter.
The common thread woven throughout all this provision is people. God provides through the
generosity and faithfulness of people, through you and through me. As we are faithful to
worship, serve, and give with generous and grateful hearts, God’s dreams are fulfilled and
kingdom work is provided for.
How might you best express your gratitude for God’s blessings through worship, service, and
giving? Consider your commitment to God’s work at Holy Comforter. Our 2010 Commitment
Drive theme is Honoring the Past; Preparing for the Future. What is your part in preparing for
the future of HC?
As always, I want you to know that I commit financially to HC, too. My paycheck is
$4,500. For the past 2 years, I’ve given $450/month to God through HC. I do not anticipate a
change in my paycheck for 2010, but I commit to increasing my monthly gift by 3%, to $465 per
month. It is a privilege to worship, serve, and give at Holy Comforter, a community Honoring
the Past and Preparing for the Future.

Carol
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Honoring the Past...Preparing for the Future

Our founders were faithful people! They imagined an Episcopal Community in
the rural outpost that was Angleton in the 19th century. We are grateful for their
commitment to the future...which is our present! HC’s visionary vestry is
following in the founders’ footsteps by moving forward to acquire the property
immediately east of the church, the Wilbeck House, which has quite suddenly and
unexpectedly been offered for sale.
The vestry’s vision for this property is that it would serve as a “Parish House,” as
is common in our tradition. The Parish House would serve as offices for church
ministries (thus freeing up space in the church building for downstairs
nursery/pre-school space). It would provide private meeting space for vestry,
school board, staff, Bible study groups, etc., as well as for community ministry
groups who need meeting space, such as AA, Al-Anon, and grief recovery
groups. Additionally, the acquisition of this property would make possible a
future expansion of the parish hall and provide for currently unforeseen future
needs!
The HC vestry has authorized a feasibility study for this acquisition, which is
currently in progress; they have authorized the endowment board to fully fund the
acquisition and development of this property, subject to a positive completion of
the study. The Diocese of Texas Church Corporation Board’s permission to
purchase is pending.
The vestry rejoices in this opportunity, knowing that it opens up all sorts of
possibilities for ministry...it is an open door to God’s dreams for this
parish! Thanks to the Wilbeck’s generosity, we will be using this home for
Sunday/weekday activities while our parish hall/kitchen remodel is
underway. Parishioners will have abundant opportunity to explore the property
(land as well as house) and to imagine how God might want it used for
ministry! Be sure to share your visionary ideas with the vestry!
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Youth News!
Happening and YES registration deadlines are fast approaching!
Get a registration form online @ www.epicenter.org/edot/forms.asp
or pick up a form in the church office.
The next BIG youth events are HAPPENING and Y.E.S!
What is HAPPENING? Happening is a life changing weekend of spiritual
renewal.
Where is HAPPENING? It’s at Camp Allen in Navasota, Texas.
Who goes to HAPPENING? High school youth, grades 10-12, from all over
the Diocese of Texas
When is HAPPENING? HAPPENING #129 is November 20-22; application
deadline is November 6.
www.epicenter.org Click on Ministries; Click on Youth Ministries in
drop down; Click on Youth Programs, then Happening.

Y.E.S. is Youth Encounter Spirit! Y.E.S. is for 7th-9th grade youth from
all over our Diocese. All Y.E.S. weekends are held at Camp Allen
Campsite #2, Friday night-Sunday evening! The next Y.E.S. weekend is
November 20-22; application deadline is November 6.
www.epicenter.org Click on Ministries; Click on Youth Ministries in
drop down; Click on Youth Programs, then Youth Encounter Spirit.
eeby08@yahoo.com
Ellen's Email
peby@angletonisd.net Paul's Email
979-848-1440
Home Phone Number

Gifts Received
Sara Keenom is having a baby shower
given by her family and friends on
Saturday, November 14, 2009 from
12:00-3:30 @ 234 South Arcola in
Angleton (the house directly behind the
parish). Lunch will be served. All ladies
of the parish are invited.
Please RSVP by November 5, 2009.

In Memory of....
Nancy Davis Runkel
Reggie, Joey, & Jackie Warren
Don & Lola Kay Hood
In Honor of....
Ray & Barbara Marin’s Marriage Blessing
Mother Carol

Neva Jackson 281-389-5297
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
Honoring the Past; Preparing for the Future
Holy Comforter is blessed with a rich heritage!
Our historical marker notes just a few of our
memorable milestones. We are a parish today
because of the foresight, planning, and
generosity of many faithful people through our
112 year history!
What will Holy Comforter be like 112 years
from now, in the year 2121? The answer is up
to us! As we faithfully follow in the footsteps of
those who’ve gone before, we can discern and
live into God’s dreams for this parish. Our
commitment today will help us prepare for Holy
Comforter’s future.
Soon you will receive a letter and commitment
card from Don and Lola Kay Hood,
commitment drive chairs for 2010. You will be
invited to prayerfully make your financial
commitment to Holy Comforter for the coming
year. Prayerfully consider your gift as we
Honor the Past and Prepare for the Future!

The core task of all good spirituality
is to teach us to "cooperate" with
what God already wants to do and
has already begun to do (Romans 8:28).
In fact, nothing good would even enter
our minds unless in the previous moment
God had not already "moved" within
us. We are always and forever merely
seconding the motion.
--Richard Rohr

Congratulations!
To our newly elected parish leaders
Vestry: Trey Picard, Ed White,
Barbara Thomas
Endowment Board: Lonnie Lostak
Diocesan Council Delegate: Tom Long
We are grateful for your
willingness to serve!

November is our Month

Coffeehouse Theology
Good Coffee
&
Thoughtful Conversation
led by Mother Carol

Sundays at 9:30 in the Parish Hall

November is Holy Comforter’s month
to supply special food donations to St.
Thomas' Center's Food Panty. Each
Sunday please try to make a canned
food or dry food or other nonperishable donation this month. Our
school children are doing this too. It
will make a big difference to our
community. There is a real need.
Also, if you would like to volunteer a
couple of hours each month at the St.
Thomas Center, let Barb Thomas
know (979-345-6080).
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

Community Food Pantry
Please remember the needy of our community and give
generously to those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as well
as monetary donations, will be forwarded to the local Food
Pantry by the Church Office.
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Georgia Powell
Marie Hill

12

Jimmie Lou Green
Dianne Kilgus

13

Frances McDuff

16

Amanda Hawkins
Dorothy Ragain

22

Deborah White

24

Dorothy Hajecate

26

Mary Ann Thomas
Justin Massingill
Cherie Burns

27

Linda Peck

A thousand thanks to….

All who worked to make the Fall Festival so
successful, especially Barbara Marin, our
extraordinary chairman!
Thanks to the
“yard crew”
who gave
their Saturday
morning to beautify
our grounds:
Ronnie & Deborah White;
James Northrup;
Mike Baron; Ray Marin;
Ron & Travis Briscoe;
Lori Hawkins; Mother Carol.
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Riley & Betty Mogford

6

Morris & Pam Massingill

7

David & Ginny Shackelford

24

Mark & Maggie Neal

“GREEN
GREEN”
GREEN
Tip of the month
Through our affiliation with
the Keep Brazoria County
Beautiful Association,
Angleton residents will be
able to properly dispose of
electronics and used tires
on November 14, 2009.
Drop sites will be at the
fairgrounds parking lot.
Restrictions apply. In late
October, please check the
City of Angleton website
under Community Links for
more information.
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…

From the Children’
Children’s Ministry Coordinator…
Coordinator…..
The children of Holy Comforter are really enjoying their new Godly Play program. If you haven’t
seen the program in action I invite you to sit in and observe one Sunday morning. I think you
will love what you see….here’s a little peek:

I want to send out a HUGE thank you to Mike Baron for so graciously volunteering to build the
furniture for our Godly Play room. He did a fantastic job and is still busy building things we
need for the room. What a blessing you are! Here is a picture of Mike and his handy work:

I was a bit disappointed in our turnout for the bowling social so hopefully
next time we plan something we will have more children and youth able
to participate.
Christmas season is upon us. Our children will be busy making crafts,
wreaths, calendars, etc. for the advent season. They will learn about
advent and what it means as we prepare for the birth of our Savior. Lord, help us prepare our
hearts for this special time of the year and bless all those who volunteer to teach our precious
children.
In Christ,

Cherie

Music Notes
Our wonderful choir continues each Sunday Morning. We are starting on the
Christmas Music. Next rehearsal (called "gathering") will be SAT, NOV 7 from
10am to Noon, and WED NOV 18 from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. We also warm up on
Sunday mornings at 10am. Come and join the fellowship and help us lead
worship with joyful hearts.

John
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Parish Particulars…
Particulars…
Our parish hall and kitchen will be under construction from
November 2 through (roughly) December 8.

Under Construction

All parish foot traffic will need to come through our lovely red doors.
We apologize for the inconvenience, but it will be brief and the result
will be beautiful!
We hope to be back in the Parish Hall on Sunday, December 13; we anticipate a January dedication
celebration. In the meantime, all meetings, Coffeehouse Theology, Coffee Hour, etc. will be held at
the Wilbeck home, 234 S. Arcola, immediately to the east of the church building. What a blessing!
Please extend your thanks to Jimmie Lou Green, Doris Jackson, David Shackelford, James &
Deborah Northrup, and Barbara Marin for making this “new” kitchen/parish hall a reality!

Honoring the Past; Preparing for the Future
MY
INCOME

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

7%

8%

9%

TITHE

$400
500
600
700

$8
10
12
14

$12
15
18
21

$16
20
24
28

$20
25
30
35

$24
30
36
42

$28
35
42
49

$32
40
48
56

$36
45
54
63

$40
50
60
70

800
900
1000
2000

16
18
20
40

24
27
30
60

32
36
40
80

40
45
50
100

48
54
60
120

56
63
70
140

64
72
80
160

72
81
90
180

80
90
100
200

2500
3000
3500
4000

50
60
70
80

75
90
105
120

100
120
140
160

125
150
175
200

150
180
210
240

175
210
245
280

200
240
280
320

225
270
315
360

250
300
350
400

5000
6000
8000
10000

100
120
160
200

150
180
240
300

200
240
320
400

250
300
400
500

300
360
480
600

350
420
560
700

400
480
640
800

450
540
720
900

500
600
800
1000

Percentage Giving Chart
This chart can help you determine your giving percentage. The Biblical tithe is
10%. Many people increase their commitment each year by percentage
increments, for example, giving 3% more than they did last year, working their way
up each year toward the tithe of 10%. FYI, Median Household Income in Angleton,
Texas in 2007 was $52,794. A tithe for a person with that income would be
$5,279.00 per year. What percentage are you giving to God’s work at Holy
Comforter?
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Spotlight on
Parish Personalities
By Shelley McCoy

Don Richardson, our new Deacon in Training
Don was born in Baltimore, but he grew up in Cumberland, Western Maryland. His
father was an Episcopal priest who was raised by an Episcopal priest. He spent seven
years in the Navy, and then he went to college in South Florida, where he met and
married his wife. Upon graduating from college, Don and Ivy spent four years in
Singapore and then returned to live and work in Florida until 1991, when he was
transferred here.
Don became involved in prison ministry over eighteen years ago. While doing KAIROS,
he felt the call to the diaconate. So, when Bishop Wimberly put out the call for a
diaconate, Don answered. He is in his third and final year of training through the IONA
School for Ministry.
As part of his training, Don is required to spend six months in parochial fieldwork
outside his home parish. Of the three possibilities offered to Don, he felt Holy
Comforter seemed to need him the most and was the most welcoming.
For the last eighteen years, Don has been a Project Engineer/Manager for NASA
contractors. He has worked on biomedical systems and environmental control systems.
In his spare time, Don is a pastoral visitor for St. Luke’s Hospital, he is highly involved
in prison ministry, he plays guitar, he flies stunt kites, and he is a member of the Lion’s
Club.
Don’s wife is Ivy, and she grew up in New England. She moved to Florida, where she
met and married Don. Don and Ivy have three grown children. Anna lives in
Friendswood with her husband Curtis and their four children. Alexandra lives in New
Jersey with her husband Josh and their son Colton. Alexandra, Josh and Colton are
expecting baby Grady soon. Finally, Donald lives in Friendswood with his wife Denise.
When asked what one thing Don would like our congregation to know about him, he
replied, “My wife and I are looking forward to the time we will be spending with you and
hope to get to know each of you better.”
I know we feel the same way about getting to know and love Ivy and Don.
Their presence at Holy Comforter is such a blessing.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Vestry Synopsis…
Synopsis….......................
The regularly scheduled Meeting of the Vestry of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church of
Angleton, Texas, was held on 08 September 2009, 7:00 P.M.
Those members in attendance were:
James Northrup, Lori Hawkins, Lola Kay Hood, Barbara Thomas, Dianne Kilgus, Chip Cole
Absent: Mike Hanson, Jerry Powell, Barbara Marin. Also present: Jackie Warren, Clerk
Spiritual formation was led by Mother Carol. Dianne Kilgus discussed the July/August
issue of the Vestry Papers. August Minutes were approved. HC Day School report was
given by Mother Carol. School Chapel started today.
Barbara Marin, sent word that the planning for the Fall Festival is progressing well.
James Northrup, Junior Warden, reported Lee Hall is to be moved, leaving the garage. He
indicated it would be necessary to build a front wall to the garage. Vestry Nominations
are: Barbara Thomas, Trey Picard, and Ed White. Endowment Board Nomination is
Lonnie Lostak. Diocesan Council delegate nominee is not yet confirmed.
September Special Days are Labor Day, Children’s' Sunday, and Heritage Sunday. Don
Hood will head up the 2010 Commitment Drive. Dianne Kilgus and Barbara Thomas are
HC liaisons for St. Thomas.

The Vestry prayed The Lord's Prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
Faithfully submitted,

Jackie Warren, Clerk of the Vestry
Financial Report
General Fund
Operating Income
Operating Expense
Surplus or (Deficit)

September
9638.00
21,768.13
(12,130.13)

YTD
130.599.77
164,447.19
(33,847.42)

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)
Income
Expenditures
Kitchen Remodel Fund

230.00
870.00

38,495.64
4,206.50

15,000.00

34,368.45
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