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www.holycomforterangleton.org

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist                                      

9:30 AM Christian Education

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist                            
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What’s Inside

Carol’s Column              Pg. 2

Parish Particulars          Pg. 3-7

Nominee Information     Pg. 8-9

Spotlight Pg. 11

Vestry & Financials        Pg. 12

HCES News                   Pg. 13
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Mayor Patrick Henry presents 
Mother Carol and Holy 

Comforter with the Proclamation. 
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The Holy Comforter Historical Committee 
(Thurman & Jimmie Lou Green, Don Hood, 
Mary Ann Thomas, and Mother Carol) 
anxiously await the unveiling of the marker, 
along with Mayor Patrick Henry, Bruce Taylor-
Hille, Program Director of the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum, and Marie Beth Jones, 
chairwoman for the Brazoria County Historical 
Commission.

Holy Comforter 
honors it’s 50+ 
year members: 
Eloise Lostak, 
Thurman & 
Jimmie Lou 
Green, Doris 
Jackson, Jackie 
Warren, Lila Von 
Tress, Beth 
Hunter, Mildred 
Hadley, and 
Mabel Hamlin.
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Heritage Sunday was a glorious celebration of Holy Comforter Parish:  who we were; 
who we are; and who we will become!  Special thanks for Don Hood, Thurman 
Green, Mary Ann Thomas, and the late Jamie Delaney, as they worked to procure 
the Historical Marker for Holy Comforter; what a joy to honor our past even as we 
prepare for the future.  

Our future looks bright, indeed!  Thanks to Cherie Burns and her team, our children’s 
ministry is growing and full of energy!  Ellen & Paul Eby are beginning a youth 
diocesan connection (see youth news) to help our students grow in faith and 
friendships!

Parish elections on October 18 at both services will bring new faces onto the vestry, 
endowment board, and diocesan council delegation.   Check out the nominees on 
pages 8 & 9 of this newsletter and be sure to thank these folks for their willingness to 
serve God at Holy Comforter.  

I am looking forward to the annual Fall Festival!  Barbara Marin is organizing the best 
festival yet!  So many have generously donated items for the raffle and silent auction; 
now the task is to sell tickets:  sell lunch tickets and raffle tickets to every living soul 
you know—and then start on those you don’t know!  It will be a great time of family 
fun and fellowship.  Thank you, Barbara, for your hard work!

There is one more person to thank:  our office administrator, Stephanie Jones, 
recently celebrated her 2nd anniversary at Holy Comforter.  She is a gracious 
presence to all who come through our office during the week and she keeps all our 
paperwork in order:  finances; service bulletins; newsletters; calendars; etc.   I am so 
grateful, as I know you are, for her faithful service to Holy Comforter!

It is a privilege to serve a parish with so many lovely and dedicated people; I am 
grateful to be your rector!

����	����	����	����	
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Holy Comforter has supported the St. 
Thomas Center in Angleton with 
contributions of food and money for a 
long time; additionally, Dianne Kilgus 
represents Holy Comforter on their 
board.

St. Thomas Center’s ministry includes a 
resale shop, food pantry, a medical clinic 
on Tuesday evenings, and rent and utility 
assistance. They need volunteer help in 
any of those areas, as well as truck 
drivers for the weekly food bank pick-
ups.

If interested in giving an hour or 2 each 
week, contact Barb Thomas
(HC Outreach Chairman) at 979-345-6080 
or thomastbj@embarqmail.com
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Good Coffee 

& 
Thoughtful Conversation 

led by Mother Carol

Sundays at 9:30 in the Parish Hall
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The City of Angleton honored the 
heritage of Holy Comforter with a 

Proclamation recognizing our                       
"proud history." Pictured with Mayor 

Patrick Henry and members of the City 
Council are Barbara Marin, Bonnie 

McDaniel, Don & Lola Kay Hood, The 
Rev. Carol Petty, James Northrup, 

Jimmie Lou & Thurman Green.

Good News for Fido!
Blessing of the Animals

The Feast Day of St. Francis

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church 
will host the Blessing of the 
Animals on Sunday, October 4th, at 
5 p.m. 

Please bring a special offering for 
the Brazoria County SPCA. Simple 
items such as pet shampoo, 
newspaper, paper towels, bleach, 
dish soap, towels, and liquid 
laundry detergent are used daily at 
the shelter and, of course, Purina 
puppy and kitten food are always 
needed. Monetary donations will 
be accepted as well.
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There are cool things coming up!

One is bowling (see the kids news)! Bowling is avail able to any 
interested youth! Polish up your best bowling game a nd let's join the 
younger ones at the bowling alley October 18 and ST RIKE up a great 
time!

The next BIG youth events are HAPPENING and Y.E.S!

What is HAPPENING?  Happening is a life changing weekend of spiritual 
renewal.
Where is HAPPENING?  It’s at Camp Allen in Navasota, Texas.  
Who goes to HAPPENING?  High school youth, grades 10-12, from all over 
the Diocese of Texas
When is HAPPENING? HAPPENING #129 is November 20-22; application 
deadline is November 6.
www.epicenter.org Click on Ministries; Click on Yout h Ministries in 
drop down; Click on Youth Programs, then Happening.

Y.E.S. is Youth Encounter Spirit!   Y.E.S. is for 7 th-9th grade youth from 
all over our Diocese. All Y.E.S. weekends are held at  Camp Allen 
Campsite #2, Friday night-Sunday evening! The next Y.E.S. weekend is 
November 20-22; application deadline is November 6.  
www.epicenter.org Click on Ministries; Click on Yout h Ministries in 
drop down; Click on Youth Programs, then Youth Enco unter Spirit.

eeby08@yahoo.com Ellen's Email
peby@angletonisd.net Paul's Email
979-848-1440      Home Phone Number
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All Saint’s Day
Sunday, November 1 

Remembering the saints gone before us.... 

Welcoming new saints in Baptism!

Please contact Mother Carol 
if you desire baptism for 

yourself or your child.

The Power of One Church

Coffeehouse Theology 
welcomes

Kathy Culmer

Diocese of Texas Mission Funding
Sunday, October 4, 9:30 a.m.

Explore the extraordinary mission 
work of our Diocese!
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Now, I can really say it … fall is in the air!!!  Fall is in the air and the Fall Festival of Faith is coming together.  Isn’t 
it wonderful?  Remember, the date is Saturday, October 24th from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

We have received some very generous donations for our raffle, and the tickets are ready to be printed.  To save 
money I am getting together a group and we are going to print them and put them together ourselves.  If you 
would like to help please let me know.  In addition to the items I told you about last month, we now have a 
$100.00 Wal-Mart gift card, a $100.00 Sonic Gift Card, a $100.00 Bass Pro Shop gift card and a Complete Auto 
Detail.  We also have received some very nice silent auction and bucket raffle items and items are still coming in.  
I would ask that if you plan on donating to the silent auction or bucket raffle that you have your items to the 
Parish Hall the week prior to the Fall Festival so that we can have everything set up before Saturday.

This Sunday, until Oct. 4th, I will be taking orders for our Fall Festival t-shirts.  I have included an order form and 
will have more available on Sunday.  The deadline to order by is Sunday, Oct. 4th .  The costs for each t-shirt 
will be between $12.00 and $15.00 depending on the number of shirts ordered.  The color will be brown with our 
logo on the front, “Fall Festival of Faith” on the right sleeve, and “It’s All About Faith” on the back.  I hope to have 
the art work soon.  Don’t miss out on getting one by getting your orders in ASAP.  We will also be taking orders 
for a nice dress Holy Comforter shirt for $25.00-$40.00.

This week I secured the pony rides with Linda Atkins of Horse Trails of Danbury and also a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church here in Angleton.  I am working to assist her by finding 2-4 people with experience with horses 
to assist her on that day.  If you have experience and would like to help, please let me know.  We will also have a 
moonwalk, cake/cupcake walk, and face painting so bring your children and grandchildren out for the day.

I have spoken with Jay Delansandri with the Lighthouse Charity Group this week and they are committed to help 
us with the meal again this year.  They are a great non-profit charitable organization that has assisted many 
families in our area with benefits and also did tremendous outreach work during Hurricane Ike.  We are very 
grateful to them for their help.

There are still many opportunities for you to help.  I am including a form for you to sign up so please sign up and 
return to me ASAP.  I will put something in the parish hall for you to turn them in.  I will be contacting you soon too 
with more details.

Desserts will be included with our meal, so ladies, we’re really asking for your help with this, this year.  We will 
also need cakes and cupcakes for the cake/cupcake walk.

Reminder, our goal this year is to exceed last year’s profit of $5,000.00.  Anything raised over $5,000.00 has 
been designated to help with the kitchen remodeling project which will start immediately after the Fall Festival. I’d 
like to see us raise $10,000.00.  It will take all of our involvement to make this happen.  I have faith that we can 
do it.  Again, I encourage you to help by volunteering, donating items, selling both raffle and dinner tickets,
attending the festival, and inviting and encouraging family and friends to join  us for food, fun and 
fellowship .

I am so thankful for Holy Comforter and for each of you.  You each make Holy Comforter such a special place to 
worship

Faithfully,

��
��
����
��
Sr. Warden and Fall Festival of Faith Committee Chairperson



1 Deborah Northrup 

8 Kadon Lewis

9 Alyssa Fields

12 Nelda Lewis

19 Brook Eby

21 George Shackelford

22 Lori Hawkins

23 Glenn Hill

29 Marcene Skaggs
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Please remember the needy of our community and give 
generously to those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as well 
as monetary donations, will be forwarded to the local Food 
Pantry by the Church Office.
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4 John & Cindy Stevens

14 Joe & Mildred Galaznik

19 Paul & Marie Hill Scott

Save the date!

Holy Comforter's 
Annual

Fall Festival of Faith
Saturday, 

October 24, 2009

A well tuned car burns 
less fuel, so get your car 

tuned-up and change 
your oil and filters 

regularly. Most new cars 
can easily handle 5000 

miles between oil 
changes and this saves 

on money and 
environmental waste over 

3000 mile change 
intervals.

Dear Friends, 

God has bestowed many blessings upon all of us at Holy 
Comforter: our priest, our music director, our children’s 
ministry director, our school with its extraordinary head of 
school and faculty, and most of all, our beloved parishioners. 
At a recent vestry meeting we listed the many blessings of 
being a part of Holy Comforter; the list went on and on...and 
on! 

As blessed parishioners, you need to know that the General 
Operating Fund, from which our day-to-day financial needs 
(payroll, utilities, insurance, etc.) are met, is in a challenging 
situation. I ask you to please prayerfully review and re-
evaluate your giving for the year to be certain that you are 
supporting God’s work as God would have you support it. 

The ministry of this parish is our privilege and responsibility;
we are called to be faithful...in worship, in prayer, in service, 
and in giving. 

Grace and peace to you, ����������������������������������������������������
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Well, Godly Play is here!  We kicked our new program off with a bang on September 
13th.  We had 14 kids in attendance!  Can I hear an “Amen!” The children were very 
curious about Godly Play and I know they are simply going to love learning Bible 
stories.  If you haven’t stopped by to see our sacred space, please do so.

Our preschool class also began on September 13th.  We had four kids in attendance 
and they really enjoyed learning in an environment suited for them.  In the near future, 
we will be adding the finishing touches to our preschool program to better serve our 
three and four year old children.  If you are interested in helping with preschoolers 
please let me know.  You will love it!

Bowling – we have scheduled a social for the children and youth of Holy Comforter and 
their families on Sunday, October 18th.  We will plan to have pizza in the Parish Hall 
following the 10:30 service and then head over to Spare Time for a couple of hours of 
bowling fun.  I need to know who plans to join us by Tuesday, October 13th.  Please 
call (848-1496) or email me by then so we can make plans.  Youth and their families 
are invited to join us, too!  Please see the special ad in this issue of the newsletter for 
more details (time, prices, etc.)

In Christ,

������������������������

THE PARISH CHOIR is up and running strong. Each Sunday we gather at 10am to 
practice the hymns and service music for the week. We warm up our voices, focus on 
the "vowel of the day" and sing together for the glory of God. If you want to join us, we 
have room in the choir loft for you, and will find you a "choir partner" who can assist you 
getting thru the service. We practice each month on one Wednesday night (7-8:30pm) 
and one Saturday morning (10-12 noon). Come and be part of this ministry at Holy 
Comforter.

HYMNS - If we haven't sung your favorite hymn recently, please email me
(JGearhartMusic@gmail.com) and let me know your favorites. Alternately, jot the 
number on a piece of paper and pass it along to Mother Carol who will get it to me.

 ��� ��� ��� ���
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I have been a member of Holy Comforter since about 2003.  I 
have been fulfilling a one-year vestry term which I have found to 
be very meaningful to me personally and would be honored to be 
allowed to continue for a new term.  I have been on the liturgy 
committee and in the choir, as flutist. I am on the Outreach 
Committee and have been recently appointed chairman of that 
as we begin to increase our outreach to St. Thomas Center. 
Tom and I are both retired teachers from Colorado. Tom works 
as an evening administrator at BC and I do volunteer work at my 
grandson’s elementary school and with the Brazosport 
Symphony League. We have a son and his family in the 
Angleton area and another son and his wife in the Dallas area. 

Barbara Thomas

!������������"��#�����������������!������������"��#�����������������!������������"��#�����������������!������������"��#�����������������
Vestry Member, 3 year term 
Three Openings

Ed White 
Originally from West Virginia, the family moved to Houston in 1950 
when Dad got a job in the area. I completed my public schooling at 
Bellaire high school. At Bellaire, I was fortunate to finish sixth in the 
400 yard freestyle event at the Texas high school swimming finals. 
With a partial scholarship, I was off to UNM in Albuquerque. Five 
years later I left UNM with a BS in chemical engineering and a letter 
jacket. I spent most of my free time at the Wesley Foundation.

I joined Dow Texas Operations in June of 1965. About 18 months 
later I met a first year elementary school music teacher named 
Sherry, we were married in August 1967. We now have four grown 
daughters and six granddaughters. I retired from Dow after 28 
years. After a year of retirement, I hired in at Brazosport ISD as a 
school bus driver. I am still driving a bus.

Sherry and I were drawn to Holy Comforter in 1992 when she was 
awarded the music job. We have found home here. During my time 
at Holy Comforter I have ushered, mowed the yard, served on the 
vestry, been on Cursillo and Faith Alive teams, sang in the choir, 
LEM, etc. I am currently serving as one of your representatives on 
the Diocesan Council.



Tom is a cradle Episcopalian, having been baptized at the 
Church of the Holy Nativity in Plano, Texas a few months after 
his birth. He was confirmed at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Bonham, Texas in 1990. He and his wife, Jodi, have lived in 
Angleton since late 2001. They started attending Holy Comforter 
in the Fall of 2006, shortly after they learned that Jodi was 
pregnant. Since that time, Tom has performed several skits and 
monologues during church services that highlight certain lessons
for that given Sunday. He also participates in lay ministries as a 
reader of the Lessons and the Prayers of the People, and he has 
volunteered to work with Holy Comforter’s children in the Godly 
Play exercises.

Tom Long

Diocesan Council Delegate, 3 year term 
One Opening

Endowment Board, 3 year term 
One Opening

Lonnie Lostak
Lonnie has lived in Brazoria County since 1951 and has been a 
member of Holy Comforter for 30 years. In 1971 he married Eloise
Davis and the couple was later blessed with two children, Lane and 
Libba. Lonnie is very active in the community. He has served 21 
years on Danbury ISD board, he was president of Danbury Cemetery
Assoc. for 4 years, president of Danbury SPJST Lodge 139 for 15 
years, and is presently serving his 17th year as a director for SPJST 
Rest Home board. Lonnie is a 1967 graduate of Sam Houston State 
Univ. with a BBA. He retired from Amoco Chemicals after 29 yrs.

Trey Picard
Trey is a cum laude graduate of Texas A&M University at College 
Station with a double major in History and International Studies. 
While at A&M, he was a member of the Corps of Cadets. He 
graduated from South Texas College of Law and was admitted to 
the State Bar of Texas in 2000. After five years in private practice, 
he became an assistant criminal district attorney for Brazoria 
County, where he continues to serve as a prosecutor in the 
Appellate Division. Trey is a member of the Brazoria County Bar 
Association, the Texas District and County Attorneys Association, 
and the Board of Trustees for the Gulf Coast Center MHMR.
Trey and his wife Nissa have one son, James, who is six years old.
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By Shelley McCoy
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Both Pam and Mike were born in Temple, Texas. Pam moved away from the area, but after her 
divorce, she and her three sons returned, so Pam could attend nursing school. 

Mike and Pam met at Kroger, where Mike was working, but at that time Pam could not see herself 
dating a younger man, especially one who drove a truck. It turned out that Mike was about to turn a 
year older, and he also owned a car. But, regarding vehicles, Mike says to ask Pam about their 
“dune buggy outings,” and of course, the rest is history, as Mike won her over in no time flat with 
his gentlemanly ways. He says the bar-b-que he fed her helped too! 

Pam is pleased to say that one would never know her boys aren’t Mike’s biological children, as he 
has been the “real” father in their lives for the past 28 years. In addition to their three sons, the 
Barons have a 17-year-old granddaughter and two grandsons, ages 12 and 8. 

Mike works in the Clear Lake Area as an Operations manager for TLC Shoppe/Galleries. He 
oversees the operations of three Art Galleries, a Café and an upscale Gift Shoppe. Pam has 
worked in the nursing field in the Houston area since 1981, and she finds her current position as 
nurse staff supervisor to be a ministry of sorts, a perfect place to show the love of Jesus through 
compassion and caring. 

While Mike grew up in the Catholic Church, he admits he attended church only on the “required 
holidays…Easter and Christmas.” He credits Pam with changing that, and in 1981 they moved to 
Houston to attend Church of the Redeemer. He immediately recognized that the Episcopal Church 
was “close to being Catholic without being Catholic.” Initially he was surprised to be greeted so 
warmly, and he noticed the people were not wearing “normal church attire.” This helped Mike to 
understand that what God really cared about was having a relationship with him, something Mike 
wishes he’d known growing up. The Barons attended Church of the Redeemer for seventeen 
years, where Mike particularly enjoyed attending Home Groups.

The Barons then moved to a nondenominational setting, which Pam says was a wonderful 
experience, but after awhile they found themselves “missing the liturgy, the seasons, and the 
richness of the Episcopal Church.”

While free time is a rare commodity for both Pam and Mike, Pam says she has discovered that she 
enjoys trying new recipes, and she loves music, dance, and the theater. Mike likes woodworking, 
working in the yard and travel.

Mike is hoping Holy Comforter will consider developing small groups again, and both Pam and 
Mike have felt so welcomed into the Holy Comforter family. The Barons are ready and waiting for 
the directions and adventures to which God will lead them, since they have no doubt that Holy 
Comforter is where God wants them! They want to thank everyone for welcoming them “with open 
arms.”
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The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on 
11 August 2009, with the Rev. Carol Petty presiding.

Those members present:
Barbara Marin, James Northrup, Lola Kay Hood, Jerry Powell, Dianne Kilgus, Barbara Thomas
Absent: Mike Hanson, Lori Hawkins, Chip Cole, and Jackie Warren

The meeting began with the reading of Psalm 111 then everyone was asked to share some things that he/she is 
grateful for at Holy Comforter.

Barbara Marin reviewed an article in the Vestry Papers, Encouraging hearts and souls. She talked about ten practices 
to be caring about parishioners. Mother Carol reminded us to be aware of someone who might needs a companion 
during worship.

A written school report was received. Vestry members are encouraged to attend the “Meet the Teacher” on 20 August.

Barbara Marin, Sr. Warden reported:
1. She went to the Godly Play Training. It is an awesome way to teach children about God. 
2. Vacation Bible School had 17 children at the last session and ended up on a very good note. 
3. Donations for the Fall Festival have been outstanding. The best they’ve ever been. The plans for the Festival are 
progressing.

James Northrup, Jr. Warden reported:
1. David Shackelford has all his permits and will give the church two or three weeks notice when he will be moving 
the front of Lee Hall.
2. The new lot has pretty well been scraped level and the fence is up. The city has connected water for irrigation. 

Each person that attended the Stewardship Conference to state a point that stood out to them.
The Rector’s report was received. Mother Carol thanked us for the reception and donation to the Discretionary Fund. 

After discussion, a motion was made, seconded and passed to ask the Endowment Board for funding for: remodel of 
the Kitchen and Parish Hall; Godly Play; a computer tower and software for the church office; a replacement air 
conditioner for the Sanctuary. A motion was made, seconded and passed to start the remodel project immediately 
following the Fall Festival. M. White has indicated that it will take about sixty days.

The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented by Dianne Kilgus, Treasurer.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned about 9:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Kilgus, Acting Clerk of the Vestry

General Fund August YTD 

Operating Income 13,401.00 121,631.45
Operating Expense 23,710.22 146,015.56 
Surplus or (Deficit) (10,309.22) (24,384.11) 

Designated Gifts (Memorial, Disc. Fund, etc.)

Income 7964.00 38,265.64
Expenditures -- 3,336.50

Kitchen Remodel Fund 3898.25 34,368.45 12

Financial Report
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Fall is a fabulous time in the life of the school.   The 
children have been learning about families, friends and 
the special place each one of them has in God’s world.  
We look forward to learning about fall changes, farm & 

rodeo, community helpers, pumpkins, and Halloween this 
month.  Stop by any time to see our learning in action.

Mrs. Logsdon  

Cooler 
weather 
means 
more

fun 
on the 

playground.  
Hooray 

for 
FALL!
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