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OCTOBER, 2014
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist I
9:30 AM Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist II
Sunday School

October 19

Mission Statement
“We are an Episcopal
Community, called to be a
loving refuge in Jesus Christ,
welcoming and serving all.”
CORE VALUES: CARE
Children - nurturing the
children of Holy Comforter
and the community, through
parish ministries and HCES
Action – serving one another
and those in need, in Angleton
and the world
Relationships – cultivating
vibrant relationships among
ourselves and the larger
community, welcoming and
affirming all in Jesus’ Name
Episcopal Worship – growing
spiritually through liturgy,
prayer and Sacraments

Fr. Travis begins his
ministry at Holy
Comforter.
A welcoming fiesta catered
by La Casona will be held
in Herbst Hall following
the
10:30 Mass
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October(, 2014 Pastoral Letter
A new dawning to honor our sacred past;
As October19th draws near, I want to explain a couple of changes you will notice in worship.
To begin, I have been overwhelmed by the kindness and the love showered upon my family and
me. This kindness and love has served, in great part, to confirm that God has indeed brought us
together for a purpose and that He has something delightful in store for Holy Comforter in the
coming years and beyond.
What this purpose is, I have no idea, but I am confident His purposes will wonderfully unfold
with time. But what I cannot help but appreciate is that where we are going will be shaped by
where we have been thus far; shaped by what God has made already. For sure, in this unfolding,
the journey is sure to be sweet. And it is my distinct honor to walk among such delightful folks, a
community that has so much to offer Angleton, the Diocese of Texas and the role God would
have her play in His greater Kingdom. I am certain that Holy Comforter has her role already
carved out by God and His plan. For our part, we are to enjoy and enjoin Hs revealing. We stand
in awe while He does the work- this is when we will be at our best.
Standing in awe is worship. This is life. Living this life of worship is made richer and a more
vivid experience when we become more adept at two things: loving and appreciating who He has
made thus far and then anticipating who we will become. This is a great work and a great honor
we are given. But it is not a passive awe. There is a part we play. We are charged as guardians
of Holy Comforter’s history9keepers of her legacy. And by doing so, we carve out her future and
ours. We remember in order to dream.
New and old alike share this responsibility. What are the distinct markers of this sweet little
parish? What drew you here? Why do you stay? In answering these questions, we open up
space for those who would cross Holy Comforter’s threshold in the future!
We begin where we began. We learn from our story tellers: each of you reading this. What
makes us distinctive? What features? The building? The people? The Church and her liturgy?
What are some of the best times in memory? All of it.
Already some distinctives come to mind. No one who catches a glimpse at the building can
help but notice Holy Comforter’s beauty. Her shell is not even her most impressive feature. To
my mind, the most remarkable quality about the building is the Christus Rex. As an Episcopalian,
I know how completely this particular image of Jesus on the Cross defines us.
The risen Lord upon His Cross (behind the altar) is the fullest image of a cross I can think of;
it lauds both the death of Christ and His resurrection. Jesus is not a mangled body, limp on the
Cross, nor is it an empty cross. As Episcopalians we champion the death and risen Lord each
and every Sunday9always both. One powerful way that makes us distinct is Him, the full
Passion Narrative in one image, something we all face as we worship together. The Christus Rex
informs, shapes us and encourages us into deeper waters. But it nurtures us in a faith that will
always keep us. And it is a reminder of a great responsibility of worshiping truly and earnestly in
the tradition of our ancestors that have passed on to us.
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The Cross in Angleton, TX is the story of God and His People summed up in one
image. With it, we enter the larger story of God, the Israelites, the first Christians, the
apostles, our parents and grandparents. The story is ours to embrace.
Therefore, we must do our very best to clarify God’s work by honoring the liturgy, the
service, the Church entrusted to us. We owe it to those who have kept it in safekeeping
before us and we owe it to those for whom we safeguard it.
I will conclude with our final tweak: in both services we will all become more familiar
with the Book of Common Prayer as our forefathers intended. The bulletin will be our
guide, but not replace the BCP. Each week we will hold the Book of Common Prayer in
our hands and have our eyes look upon its pages, the very same words and pages all
our brothers and sisters all over the country and the world are looking upon. One more
way we will be an Anglican Communion. Angleton and the world worshipping as one! All
this while offering our own style and flavor of worship under the theologically rich Christus
Rex, honoring our past more fully, we may begin to carve out new ways of worshipping in
distinct and creative ways.
It is my hope that you will find these changes not too exhausting. More than
anything, it is my hope that you will enjoy them because in shoring up our Episcopal
identity, we will allow those who will cross our threshold to more easily enter into our
story.
Blessing to you all,

Travis+
Travis
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Dear Friends at Holy Comforter,
It has been such a privilege and blessing to serve as your interim
rector for the past ten months. You have offered me your love and
support, your fellowship and delicious food, and most of all you have
been willing to grow with me in our relationship with God in Christ.
For me, it has been a time rich in relationships and full of fun. One of
the difficult things about ordained ministry is the saying of goodbyes,
but I have learned that it usually offers a time of opportunity and
blessing for both priest and congregation. May God bless you mightily
as you move into the future with Father Travis - I look forward to
hearing about all the exciting things going on here at Holy Comforter
and in the larger community of Angleton. I will always carry you in
my heart and in my prayers.
Faithfully in Christ,
Rev. Carol

INVITATION SUNDAY

Our new Rector, Fr. Travis
Smith, will celebrate his first
service at Holy Comforter on
Sunday, October 19!
As you are here to welcome Fr.
Travis, his wife, Suzanne, and
their two sons, Luke and Noah,
please invite friends and family to
visit and meet our new Rector and
our loving, caring community of
Christians.
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Our children have been having a lot of fun lately exploring the Old Testament.
Over the last two weeks we have been learning all about Moses.
In our last lesson children were able to act out the story of Moses parting the Red
Sea. We used blue balloons scattered across the floor to represent the sea. Each
child picked a part to play. We had kids play the parts of Moses, the Israelites,
and the Pharaoh's soldiers. Our Moses was able to part the Red Sea "of balloons“.
Blessings,
Kelsey Payne
Director of Children's Ministries

5

THE SMITH STORY
I am honored to have been called as your rector; I believe God placed us in
the perfect place at the perfect time. To say I am excited that October is finally
here is an understatement. This entire process has been filled with
confirmations both big and small. It truly seems that the Smith’s and the good
folks of Holy Comforter were destined for each other. And this is a good feeling.
Coming to understand that God has you right where He wants you is a precious
gift for sure. My family and I look forward to our arrival and enjoying our new
family! With each new ‘hello’, introductions seem in order. So I hope you won’t
mind an abbreviated version of the path which led us to y’all.
We are the Smith’s: Suzanne and I have been married for eleven years and
since then God has given us two beautiful sons: Luke, four years old, and Noah,
two years old. These three are certainly the best part of me. But before Luke
and Noah were ever a gleam in anyone’s eye, Suzanne and I were struggling
Baptist’s looking for more.
In 1998 my wife and I, coming straight from college, enrolled in seminary at
Baylor University. At that time, she came from Texas A&M—Corpus Christi
and I traveled across the desert (Phoenix, Arizona) to become Baptist preachers
at Truett Seminary at Baylor. Though it took a little while, we would fall in love.
It was a fruitful time for both of us; Truett expanded our experiences of God
tremendously.
We graduated from Truett in 2002 and a year later, in September of 2003, we
were married. Right before we were married, Suzanne answered the call to
ordination in the Baptist church. I, however, remained unconvinced of my call to
pastor a Baptist congregation. Suzanne was sure of her’s, and found fulfillment
as a hospice chaplain in Waco, and I worked as a youth minister in a Methodist
church in Mexia, TX. Life was happening in more profound ways than we ever
knew.
Though the town of Mexia is small, I never seemed to recognize the tiny
Episcopal mission across the street from the Methodist church where I worked.
When a friend of mine asked us to visit his ‘new church’ we obliged. We didn’t
think anything of it…we had, to that point, never heard of the Episcopal
Church. We knew it was neither Baptist, nor Methodist or else we would have
learned about it in seminary. But we loved our friend and we wanted to support
him.
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The unassuming exterior of this church masked the profundity within. I
hadn’t experienced it before nor have I since, but from the first step inside this
Episcopal Church, the air breathed differently. Up to this point, I had been sure I
was called, and equally sure it wasn’t to be a Baptist minister. To that point this
confusion (and frustration) was all I really knew. I had not considered that there
may be other options.
As we approached the front door of this tiny church, not once did I think I was
walking towards my future. Suzanne, would later tell me that she felt it as well.
Walking into the little mission, was like a movie. Everything about it was sweet
relief. All I knew for sure was that I was ‘home’.
All my training (eight years of learning to be a Baptist minister) was on the
line as we worshipped that morning. It was like I was betraying something, but
all I remember thinking was, “I need more”. We returned the next Sunday, still
keeping most of our thoughts to ourselves. When we got back into the truck after
the service to drive home, I could not hold it in any longer. I told Suzanne I had
something to tell her; I told her I knew I was going to be a priest. The significance
of the moment being that I had never even come close to saying, “I was going to be
a Baptist minister”. To my great amazement, I was more surprised by my words
than was she; for her quick reply was, “I know”.
The next five years were in preparation for more seminary training, this time
to be an Episcopal priest. Still living in Waco, Suzanne continued her hospice
work and I worked at a treatment home for at-risk teens. From Christ Church in
Mexia, we began attending church closer to home in Waco. There we were
confirmed and nurtured. In this time we enjoyed being newlyweds; bought a
house and decided to get out of debt. For all our training and schooling, we
understood that there was still much to do. Once the debt was all paid off, we
both began to dream. Having been a chaplain for six years to that point, Suzanne
decided to take a few classes and I decided to attend culinary school. With no kids
to that point we felt it was a perfect way to confirm the paths which we were on.
And it did indeed.
When the time came, Bishop Harrison allowed us to attend seminary in
preparation for the priesthood. We packed up, sold our home and moved to
Austin. Suzanne, myself, our four-month old at the time (Luke) and my mother,
who wanted to be a fulltime grandmother. Going back to student life was not easy
but immensely fruitful. It was like the feeling I had the first time I attended the
Episcopal Church, but with reading assignments and deadlines. In this time, God
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The lesson I learned was that I was useful to God and His Church. Not being a
cradle Episcopalian, this took some time to really learn and appreciate my value.
Arriving at a place of peace and contentment comes through great consternation and
second-guessing, I am convinced. As the years have granted me distance from
seminary life it is easier to see how necessary the rough waters were. Looking back I
am so very grateful for it all. As a good man once told me, “It was all necessary,
nothing was wasted. God uses it all.” I have come to believe him wholeheartedly. I
felt it all wash away when Bishop Doyle lay his hands upon my head at my diaconal
ordination. I couldn’t help but thank God that everything happened as it did. All
this time Suzanne was by my side. The journey was never just mine.
When I graduated from Seminary of the Southwest in May of 2012, I was placed at
St. Mark’s in south Austin. As an assistant I was assigned the role of youth pastor
among an assortment of other jobs. In this time, Suzanne and I have come to better
appreciate the enormity of called ministry. And in doing so, God has grown within me
a confidence that He has equipped His servant for His work. As well, He has made me
to love those with whom He places in my path. This has been the great lesson of my
life. My path is my guide to better loving the God who loves me, us, and my guide to
better loving and appreciating those in my life. This is my profession, this is my
calling. It is also much bigger than me…so I am still learning.
In our time in Austin, God has given us more still, for starters we were granted our
second son, Noah. And wonderfully so, Suzanne is now searching for what her call
will look like in her future. Currently she is discerning as to whether God would have
her as a priest. That wonderful, fateful day in Mexia is still unfolding.
The most recent piece to the Smith puzzle is that a few months back I received a
call to think about a little town we had to find on a map, Angleton. God has proven to
us that the surprises carry untold fulfillment with them. So we followed. From all the
places we’ve been, carrying with us the experiences we might need, and humbled
hearts we wish to share with you. Know that we are honored that God has now joined
our story with yours. Thanks be to God.
Faithfully yours,
Travis
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Particulars…

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Fiesta Luncheon

4 John & Cindy Stevens
10 Bruce & Kandy Taylor-Hille
11 Brooks & Sciobhan Short
12 Kurt Ruthstrom &
Bonnie McDaniel
21 Ray & Barbara Marin
27 Kerry & Kelsey Payne

We welcome the Smith
family to the Holy
Comforter family on
Sunday, October 19,
following the 10:30 Mass
with a fiesta luncheon
catered by La Casona!
Casona!
Everything is provided

Please join us as we celebrate the union of
Linda Deborah Peck
and
David Michael Englert
In Most Holy Matrimony
Saturday, October 25th, 2014 at 1:00 p.m
Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish
227 South Chenango
Angleton, TX 77515
Reception to follow service
Please, no gifts
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October
Birthdays
1

Deborah Northrup

2

Kim Peck

5

James Arnold

9

Alyssa Fields

Sunday Mornings

12 Nelda Lewis

9:35 A.M.

13 Donna Trusty
14 Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Morris Massingill
19 Brook Eby
21 George Shackelford
22 Lori Hawkins
Carol Blaine

Hosts for OCTOBER
If you would like to serve,
contact
Betty Mogford
rileyandbetty@embarqmail.com

23 Glenn Hill
24 Ouida Thomas
27 Roman Peltier

5
12
19
26

Riley & Betty Mogford
Alane & John Anderson
The Weatherlys
The Coles and
Lola Kay Hood
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Particulars…
If you are unable to attend church,
but would like to receive Holy
Eucharist, just contact the church
office at 849-1269 or
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com
or
newcomer@holycomforterangleton.org

One of these Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will be happy to bring
Eucharist to you!
FYI: Vestry Contact Information
Ellen Eby
eeby08@yahoo.com
Allan Dinsmore allan_becky@live.com
Ronnie Johnson cjrj1987@att.net
Tom Long tomlongiv@yahoo.com
Kerry Payne kdp@yne.net
Penney Reed penney67@hotmail.com
Kandy Taylor-Hille kandyt@bcls.lib.tx.us
Eric Herbst eric.herbst@eurocopterusa.com
Barbara Marin barbarajmarin@yahoo.com

Saint Francis Day
Saturday, October 4
Blessing of the Animals
5:00 P.M.
________________
Bring your pets for
our annual blessing.
Bratwursts and side
dishes will be served
following the blessing!

Save the Date
Saturday, November 15

Bluegrass & BBQ
Music – 4PM – 8PM
Serving – 4PM – 6PM

Saint Francis is the
Patron Saint of animals
and the environment.
Invite your friends to
this annual fellowship
event!
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Holy Comforter Episcopal School News

Ms. Remmers demonstrates baking (and eating the finished products)

Dr. Jodi Long demonstrates the care of pets
A visit from a policeman
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Holy Comforters,
The season of change is once again upon us. As I write this, I am
reminded that my newsletter inspiration and our congregational
events have come full circle. My first newsletter entry was inspired
by the popular Ecclesiastes scripture "for everything there is a
season.... "
The time to appreciate and share out appreciation with reverend
Carol Blaine has come and gone.
The time to welcome Reverend Travis Smith and family is here.
Travis will usher in the new chapter in the history for Holy
Comforter.
This is the time for vestry nominations, BBQ and Bluegrass and
stewardship preparation.
The end of my season as senior warden is fast approaching.
Fasten your seat belts, search your heart, and jump on board
because this is the season to get involved!
Humbly yours,
Ellen

October 2014 Vestry Nominations
After much prayerful consideration from both the off going vestry and the
nominated vestry, it is my honor to announce the slate of newly nominated vestry
candidates: out going vestry members: Allan Dinsmore, Kerry Payne, Penney Reed
and myself nominated Kelsey Payne, Children's Ministry Chairman, Kirsten Parks,
Diocesan Council Delegate, Sciobhan Short, Altar Guild Coordinator, and Donna
Trusty, previous Coordinator of Episcopal Night at the Astros and Photo Directory.
The window for nominations is now open. We will accept nominations from the
congregation until October 11. At the 10:30 Morning Prayer service on October 12.
The congregation will either declare by acclimation the nominating committees
nominations to be the newest vestry or the congregation will vote from the list of
nominees. Before you nominate someone to be a candidate for the vestry, please
confirm with them that they meet the qualifications and are capable of meeting the
expectations for members of the vestry. You can get a copy if these expectations from
the church office or the narthex. Being on vestry is a serious commitment if both time
and spirit.
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VESTRY SYNOPSIS
August 12, 2014
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on August 12 at 6:15 pm with prayer and
formation led by Reverend Carol Blaine.
Members present were Ellen Eby, Tom Long, Barbara Marin, Ronnie Johnson, Allan Dinsmore, Penney Reed, Kerry Payne, and Eric
Herbst. Absent was Kandy Taylor- Hille. Also present were Reverend Carol Blaine, Maurene Herbst, Preston Weatherly, and Pam
Massingill, clerk.
Formation
Rev. Carol - An Outside View of Vestry Description and Responsibilities. Define your purpose, then find common
ground, look at ways to engage the whole community, work together as a whole, hold yourself responsible, seek continuity and
embrace change. Celebrate!
Information
Thrivent Presentation -Preston and Maureen – Presentation made explaining Thrivent and requesting permission
to present to church members – Motion made by Ellen to ask Pheobe to set up time, Penney seconded motion. Motion passedsuggestions to plan out presentation with Cy and Travis.
Approval of Minutes –Motion made by Allan and seconded by Tom to accept the minutes as written.
HCES
Report - going well, classes full, small jobs around school, plexiglas broke on playground. Full staff, getting ready to start school.
Waiting list to attend.
Interim Rector’s Report – Rev Carol–Suggestions for receiving and welcoming our new priest.
Sr. Warden’s Report
- Ellen- TS letters – very gracious and heartfelt; basketball goal - Trustees have
offered to purchase and set this up; under stairs outside storage closet – met with 2 different contractors, drawing up designs; piano $600 to move and in conjunction with another move so could be a month before it arrives, has been tuned and polished. Suggestion to
put old piano in parish hall. Candle has been lowered, looking into floor repairs,
Jr. Warden’s Report - Tom - flagpole moved, flags are in, need an electrician, fountain is working, toilet fixed. Tree trimming is
done. Looking into the Hurricane action team and updating former plan.
Financial Report – Allan –Explanation of finances, Increase is the money the endowment fund gave for the piano. Housing account
down. Gary Foose has been our acct manager. Motion made by Ellen and seconded by Ronnie to accept Financial Report including
staying with Gary Foose, who has moved to Baird Investments, with the housing acct. Motion passed.
Decision
Altar Guild request – Request to Purchase chasuble and stole in green to coordinate with what we already have as
well as new white hangings and vestments costing $2625. Allan made a motion to pay the $2625. out of the memorial fund, Eric
seconded. Motion passed.
Church audit– Motion made by Allan and seconded by Eric to pay up to $600 to hire someone to do the audit.
Motion passed.
Insurance- Church will pay the day school building insurance this year, but effective next year school will need to
pay their own.
Discussion
Upcoming events – Bishop Doyle to visit December 10th.
Back to School Sunday and Yuri good - bye. Cake needed
Blue Grass – Ellen will inquire about this
Vestry nominations – announce election in Sept; deadline for nominations will be Oct. 1st, with voting on Sunday,
Oct 5th.
Paint Parish Hall – Tom will get bids
Stained Glass windows – Cy is still following up on the Carol Window. Has some interesting ideas on the selection
of the designs. Kandy working on the bid for the Emma Cobb window in the Narthex.
Website -Kerry– needs updating, add new rector, remove those who no longer are members, needs to be more user friendly and be
more accessible by us; Rev Carol will do some research for us to consider. Seeker friendly – a must!
Search Committee Report (Kerry) DONE!!
Compline
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:17 pm with prayer and singing of the Doxology.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Massingill
Clerk of the Vestry

Financial Report
General Fund
Tithes and Offerings
Expenses and Outreach

Aug.
15,363
18,285

YTD
213,749
154,581

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund: Balance as of 8 m/31/2014 - $474,388.56
Value of mineral properties and other assets is in addition to this amount.
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
227 S. Chenango
P.O. Box 786
Angleton, TX 77516

Return Service Requested

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Sunday Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:30 AM Adult/Youth Christian Education
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Children’s Sunday School
Infant and Toddler care is provided from
8:15 AM until Noon

Bishop Episcopal Diocese of TX
Rector
Head of School
Parish Administrator / Theologian
Music Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator

Vestry 2014

Contact Information
Parish Office:
979-849-1269
Parish Fax:
979-849-4361
Email:
info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address
www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School
979-849-4602
Extended Day School
979-849-1672
Diocesan Center
1-800-318-4452
or
www.epicenter.org

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle
The Rev. Fr. Travis Smith
Nancy Standlee
Fr. Preston Weatherly
Christopher Lo
Kelsey Payne
Paula Haenchen

Ronnie Johnson
Tom Long
Penney Reed
Kerry Payne

Ellen Eby
Allan Dinsmore
Kandy Taylor-Hille
Eric Herbst
Barbara Marin
Ellen Eby,
Sr. Warden
Tom Long IV,
Jr. Warden
Pam Massingill,
Clerk
Allan Dinsmore, Treasurer

