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VESTRY AND ENDOWMENT BOARD
ELECTIONS, Sunday, October 18, 2015
Our annual elections for Vestry
and Endowment Board members
will be held Sunday, October 18.
All the persons listed below have
agreed to be considered. You are
asked to be in prayer as you decide who God is calling to lead
us in these exciting and growing
times in the life of our parish.
A call to serve on the Vestry and
on the Endowment Board consists of a three-year commitment. As well, the expectations
are that each representative on
these boards would exude the
heart of a servant leader, striving
to live a Godly life, financially
supporting the parish through
consistent and exemplary giving,
and to attend required meetings.

sider voting for up to three of
the nine nominees listed:










John Anderson
Paul Eby
David Englert
Walt Kilgus
Donna Lewis
Robert Munro
James Northrup
Patty Swords
Bruce Taylor-Hille

While two seats on the Endowment Board are to be filled, one
seat will be filled by a Vestry
member, selected by the Vestry;
the other will be selected by the
congregation. Each parishioner
may prayerfully consider only
one person of the three persons
listed below. The nominees presented for the Endowment
Board are:

Three seats will be open on the
Vestry. All three positions will 
be elected by the parishioners in 

this congregation. Each adult
parishioner may prayerfully con-

Lori Hawkins
Morris Massingill
John Minkert

Please be prayerful and thoughtful as you cast your votes.

Serving the Angleton community since 1897, we are called
to be a loving refuge in Jesus Christ, welcoming and serving all.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist – Rite I
Breakfast & Bible Study
Holy Eucharist – Rite II
Sunday School

Infant and Toddler care is provided in the Nursery
from 8:15 AM until the 10:30 am. Service ends.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: 979-849-1269
Parish Fax: 979-849-4361
Email: info@holycomforterangleton.org
Web Address: www.holycomforterangleton.org
Parish Day School: 979-849-4602
Extended Day: 979-849-1672
Diocesan Center: 1-800-318-4452
or www.epicenter.org
Fr. Travis: 979-849-1260 or 254-644-4268

OFFICE HOURS
New Church Office:
Monday, 9 AM to 12 Noon
Tuesday - Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM

Oct. 4, Blessing of the Animals, 5 pm
Oct. 7, Last Thrivent Workshop, 6 pm
Oct. 13, Vestry Meeting
Oct. 14, Confirmation Classes, 6:00 pm
(Wednesday through Nov. 11)
Oct. 17, Texas Music Eucharist
Oct. 18, Vestry/Endowment Board Elections
Oct. 19, HCES Board Meeting
Oct. 26, Evening DOK, 7 pm
Oct. 28, Daytime DOK, 10 am
Nov. 1, All Saints Day, Fire-lit service, 5 pm

Oct. 1, Deborah Northrup
Oct. 2, Kim Peck
Oct. 5, Jim Arnold
Oct. 9, Alyssa Fields
Oct. 13, Donna Trusty
Oct. 14, Andrea Demopulos-Coats
Morris Massingill
Oct. 19, Brook Eby
Oct. 21, George Shackelford, Nancy Smith
Oct. 22, Lori Hawkins
Oct. 23, Glen Hill
Oct. 24, Ouida Thomas
Oct. 27, Roman Peltier
Oct. 31, Suzanne Smith

Church School Office:
Mon. – Fri., 8 AM to 3 PM

CHURCH STAFF
Rector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Travis Smith
Head of School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Standlee
Parish Administrator/Theologian . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . Fr. Preston Weatherly
Minister of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patrick Zelezik
Children’s Ministry Director . . . . . . . . . Kelsey Payne
Newcomer Ministry Coordinator. . . .Paula Haenchen

Oct. 4, John & Cindy Stevens
Oct. 10, Bruce & Kandy Taylor-Hille
Oct. 11, Brooks & Sciobhan Short
Oct. 20, Kurt Ruthstrom & Bonnie McDaniel
Oct. 21, Ray & Barbara Marin
Oct. 27, Kerry & Kelsey Payne

Texas Music Eucharist – October 17, 2015
We are pleased to begin a most worthy venture in Episcopal worship; a Saturday evening worship experience
featuring Texas Country Music and God’s sacred liturgy. Intentionally so, the
service will look very little like how we celebrate Eucharist on Sundays. Meant
to be relaxed and full of meaning for the most experienced Episcopalian, the
service is also for those who have never crossed the threshold of an Episcopal
church; no experience needed for this one. No hymns, no sermon, sometimes
not even communion, but always thought provoking lyrics, quality Texas
sounds and breathtaking connections with God’s Holy Word.
Our first Saturday Music Mass is October 17 at 5 pm. More details to follow.

The Widow’s Two Mites (Luke 21:1-4)
And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into
the treasury, and He saw also a certain poor widow putting
in two mites. So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor

Prayerfully Planning Big Things!
Our WOMEN’S QUIET DAY, Saturday, November 7, is sponsored by the Holy Comforter DOK, but is open to all church women.
We will begin with Eucharist, then Fr.
Travis will lead us in devotions and meditation, a very calm and peaceful time for
thought. 9:00 am to 1:30 pm with lunch provided for those registering for $5.00.
PLAN AHEAD! The Episcopal Church
Women are invited to the 114th Annual Retreat for
Women at Camp Allen November 20-22, 2015.
Please see Ouida Thomas for more information.

widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their
abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of
her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”

Confirmation Classes
Are you new to the Episcopal Church? Are you source, church history and governance, the SacraBaptized, but not Confirmed? Would you like to ments, the Creeds, and much more.
revisit what you learned as a youth and reaffirm
The classes will meet five consecutive Wednesyour commitment to God?
days at 6:00 p.m. on Oct. 14, Oct. 21, Oct. 28, Nov.
Holy Comforter will be offering Confirmation 4 and Nov. 11. The last meeting will be SaturClasses in preparation for the November visit of
day, Nov. 14 to participate in a Church Clean Up
the Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher, Suffragan Bishop of the
Day to spruce up the church for the Bishop’s visit.
Diocese of Texas.
If you are interested in or have questions about

We will study about what it means to be an
being confirmed, received, or reaffirmed, please
Episcopalian, studying the Bible, effectively using contact the Church Office for a consultation with
the Book of Common Prayer as a spiritual reFr. Travis.

Holy Comforter Children’s Library
Books may be checked out by Holy Comforter adult parishioners as
well as Holy Comforter Episcopal
School students and staff. Up to 3
books per person may be checked
out at a time. Please try to limit
checkout to no longer than two
weeks. Return all books in same condition as when
checked out.

Book Checkout Procedure:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Choose book(s) from low wooden bookshelves.
Remove book card(s) from book(s) selected.
Print your name and the current date on card(s).
Place book card(s) in designated Red Basket on the
library counter.

Book Return Procedure:

Our acolytes received their service pins on Sunday, Sept.
20. Currently serving are Breanna Cole,
Mark Eby, Alyssa Fields, Henry Parks,
and Benjamin Taylor-Hille. Following
two training sessions, they are taking a
more active role in the worship and altar
service.
We are coordinated through Fr. Travis at the youth meetings on Wednesday and will be planning more joint service, activities, and training to build them up as Christians
acting out their faith.

Please carefully place books in the large white container
on the library counter marked “Return”.
Since our library checkout will mostly be on the “honor
system,” please do your best to abide by checkout policy. Please let our librarian, Pam Massingill, know if you
have any questions or comments or would like to become a Sunday Checkout Volunteer.

Cy Parks, Acolyte Director

Our Back to School Bash and school supply drive was a
huge success! Thank you to everyone who donated school
supplies. We had enough donations to give a huge basket
of supplies to all of the elementary schools in Angleton!

Junior Daughters of the King — busy serving others!
The Jr. Daughters of The King are planning a service project and need your help. We will be making Necessity
Bags for local women in need. Please consider donating
the following items: Shampoo/Conditioner/ Brushes/
Combs/Ponytail Holders/ Socks/ Lotion/ Toothbrushes/
Toothpaste/ Body wash/ Deodorant/ Undergarments

Also we would like to include a Christmas card in each
bag. If you have a few leftover from last year’s pack, we
would put them to good use! Please bring all donations
to the Parish Hall.

Our Story of Fish and Loaves

September Financial Update

Back in 2013—acknowledging that our parish
was truly loved and blessed by God—we entered
into a Year of Discernment. Through a series of
workshops, we asked God, “What would you
have us do?” We prayerfully listened with our
hearts and minds, and He answered with what
some thought a rather ambitious plan. But we
were faithful and responded, trusting God to
provide the people and resources needed to fulfill
His heart’s desire for us.

The Stewardship Ministry Team kicked off this
month with a review of this year’s current spending and a forecast for year-end. We are doing better in September but are still spending more than
we are collecting. A breakdown of our ‘year to
date’ income for 2015 shows:

Now three years later, we have met all of that
plan’s goals. Our five loaves and two fish multiplied in an abundance of enhanced worship and
prayer services, a growing Sunday School program, an established youth group, continuous
Bible Study, new members and families,
strengthened fellowship within the congregation, facilities that are more friendly and accessible, and a new process to help us steward our
time and talents in service to our parish.
God has been helping us to build a solid foundation for growth. Drawing together a parish of
talented and spiritual people, He has given us
dreams and visions of how to serve God and his
people in more fulfilling ways. As the earliest
Christians did, we are now called to pool our financial treasure for God’s mission to love and
serve God and others.
As you prayerfully consider your pledge for
the coming year, remember your faithful giving
can share in Holy Comforter’s continuing miracle of the fish and loaves.



Pledges $156,000



Plate Offerings $ 9,000



Fish Fry (Net) $ 7,000



Newcomer Grant $ 11,500



Special Gifts $ 3,500



Total 2015 Income $187,000*
*The Newcomer grant will be ending in 2015.

Our draft budget for 2016 reduces overall spending by approximately $20,000 vs 2015, despite a
$6000 increase in building insurance. Here is our
draft budget for 2016:


Salaries and Benefits $167,000



Diocese Assessment $22,000



Insurance $18,000



Hospitality $15,000



Worship/Sunday School $12,000



Utilities $12,000



Building Maint/Lawn/Janitor $11,000



Other (Admin, Tele, Copier,) $11,000



Total 2016 Budget $268,000

2016 Stewardship Drive
Our goal for our 2016 stewardship drive is to get
$248,000 in pledges to secure a balanced budget
for 2016. We have an anonymous donor who has
promised to match dollar for dollar—up to
$30,000—any increases in current pledges and
any new pledges. On average, we need to increase
every pledge by $100/month in 2016 to balance the
budget.
Just as a reminder: Endowment funds can only be
used for non-routine expenditures, so we can’t
plan on using any of the endowment funds for our
annual budget.

Condensed Vestry Notes for August
Sr. Warden Report: Progress on the roof and windows
under way original bid about $112,000 – added vents,
gutters, and some other necessary changes bringing the
new bid closer to $117,000. Will be cleaning the brickwork and getting a bid on doing re-grouting.
Jr Warden’s Report: Trimmed bushes around church
sign, repaired locks on Preston’s desk and Sciobhan’s
door, changed AC filters in chrch and parish house.
School Report: Inservice scheduled for Aug. 17–21.
Meet the teacher event to be held Thursday, Aug 20.
Wall upstairs is completed and classes are filling up.
Rector’s Report from Fr. Travis: Sunday school will remain in main church building for now. Confirmation
class will run on Wednesday evenings (Oct. 14, 21, 28,
Nov. 4, 11 and 14).
Thrivent offering financial classes Sep. 16, 23, 30, and
Oct. 7. Sunday school classes filling in teacher rolls.
LEM as well as other training underway. Farmer’s Market group has officially turned in grant request to Diocese.

Special Events Committee – meetings going well. Would
like to purchase a nice grill for the church. Barbeque and
Bluegrass will not be held, but we will be having a fall
event in its place.

A Big Thank You
A Big Thank You to the donors who contributed to
the purchase of our new barbeque grill, dubbed the
Green Egg. And to Barbara and Ray Marin for organizing the collection and purchase. We can’t wait to
have our first meal from it.

Financial Report: Stewardship Team, lead by Treasurer
Lee Trusty, is beginning this month and looking toward
the future for annual pledges as well as capitol campaigns. Hopefully, the start of school will also get donors
up to date on pledges.

Friends of Holy Comforter Endowment Fund
Balance as of 8/31/15 is $452,122.99.
Value of mineral properties and other assets is
in addition to this amount.

Holy Comforter Financial Report
General Fund

August, 2015

YTD

Tithes, Offerings, & Grants
$6,467
$247,730
Expenses and Outreach
$99,164*
$316,244
*Includes $74,000 insurance received to pay roofer.

Why tithing?
Tithing saves us from ourselves.
The tithe (From the Hebrew
meaning ten) was what each
Child of God offered out of his
(or sometimes her) harvest. It
was off-the-top (not when all the
bills were paid); one tenth of what is given to you, by
God, was automatically returned back to Him as a
“thank you” (a Thank Offering and so much more).
Once collected these tithe offerings were for three main
purposes: for building and maintaining the Temple, for
taking care of the priests, and for taking care of the poor
( a pooling of resources in order to be more effective in
these efforts). These were the practical purposes, if you
will. But the tithe was not merely a practical issue. The
tithe was, and is, more than anything ‘relational.’
To tithe was not something ever done as an afterthought. It was always the first goal of harvesting.
The Old Testament referred to it as first fruits; the first
thing you ever did, before any bill was paid or any nightout-on-the-town, to reflect what God did and does for
us. As God gave to us out of His abundance, so too, we
give back from ours; a living into Genesis 1.
With so many varying religions surrounding
God’s people, our physical acts remain important practices in understanding the core of who we are. God creating and giving out of His wealth of Himself (His plenty) was the first connection we ever had with Him.

gan. This is the option we have at each harvest (each
paycheck). And it is the expectation.
Therefore tithing is as much for us as it is for
those the money blesses. Every time we give a tenth, we
feel it. Just like God ,we give of ourselves and a tenth
feels differently than giving one percent. Throwing in a
$20 bill is different for a millionaire than it is for someone who only has $200.oo to one’s name. God is not
cheap and does not withhold, so neither should we.
Going deeper, the blessing we have always been
given from God is Himself. The physical world, physically came from God; He spoke it into existence, and
therefore everything essentially has His DNA in it.
Somehow, all that we are, all that we see, all that we
consume, everything thing is a reminder of God’s blessing. And so our offering is in a very real and lovely
way, our Genesis 1 moment.

We live in constant blessing, blessing we did not
create. In our hard work, we make the blessing grow. In
our hard work, we multiply and are fruitful. And in this
faithfulness, God blesses us. We must never believe the
lie that we did it on our own, so we give it back. We
give it back so the fruits of our labor don’t become forbidden fruit, the fruit of our own demise. Withholding
is not natural. God did not and does not withhold anything from us in the Garden.

Our first fruits are actually His first fruits. And
the act of giving back is the perspective we truly need
God did not make us, or love us, because we
for the remaining ninety we keep. It’s so we remember
could do something for Him. And God did not create
that the 90 percent is not our identity, our tithe is our
humankind because there was something lacking within
identity. This is perhaps the most valuable blessing our
Him. Quite the contrary, God creates and blesses beharvest will ever produce for us, it’s the way we bless
cause of who He is, which set Him apart from all other
ourselves.
gods and us apart from all other People. Yahweh freely
As the first act of our paycheck, we save ourblesses and then He blesses some more and then He
blesses more and more and more. The truth of our rela- selves from our tendency to think our happiness is in
anything else but reflecting God. Thus tithing is our regtionship with God is that blessing is the hallmark. We
began with nothing and were given everything by Him ular reminder that we were made for His connection.
Because the first act of sacrifice tends to guide all others.
who loves us. And so, when we build upon what God
has given (as good stewards of our lives), we give a lot as
a thank you and as a constant reminder of how we be-

— Travis

All Saints Evening Service
November 1 at 5 pm,
At the Parish House
Join us at the Parish House for a
special fire-lit service to honor our
saints and send prayers to our loved
ones who have passed on.
Please submit a photo and/or name of
your loved one(s) to the office by
October 30.

